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EDITORIAL 


SCOTT HARRIS 
/] SCOTT@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Ww: the exception of the 12 city 
councillors who made the se- 


cret closed-door decision three weeks 
ago, the May 8 announcement that 
city-owned Epcor will sell off its power 
generation arm came as a shock to the 
citizens of Edmonton, the soon-to-be- 
former owners of the soon-to-be-for- 
mer public asset. 

Starting this summer, Epcor will spin 
off its power-generation business into 
a newly formed private company called 
Capital Power, initially offering 25 per 
cent of shares to investors, with the even- 
tual aim of privatizing all ofits generation 
assets, which include 31 North American 
power plants generating an estimated 
3300 megawatts of power. The returns 
from the share offering will be invested 
in Epcor's remaining businesses of water, 
wastewater and power transmission. 

Both Epcor CEO Don Lowry and Mayor 
Stephen Mandel focused on the positives 
of the deal: a “golden share" owned by 
Epcor and a veto option for the city which 
will guarantee the new company’s head 
office will stay in Edmonton for at least 
25 years and the fact that Edmontonians 
will not see any change in their water or 


Gone with no 


power rates. 

But despite all the happy talk, the move 
raises some serious concerns. How could 
a huge chunk of the city’s largest public 
asset be sold off with nary a peep of pub- 
lic debate or even theoretical discussion 
about the merits of privatization? What 
real guarantee is there that a future de- 
cision won't take Capital Power away 
from Edmonton, as happened with Telus 
before it. And exactly how long has this 
move been in the works? 

During a debate in January on turning 
over the city’s Gold Bar Wastewater Treat- 
ment Plant to Epcor the mayor clearly 
stated, "Epcor is not for sale and it won't 
be for sale." Now it tums out that expan- 
sion of Epcor's water and wastewater 
services across Canada—made possible 
in large part by the transfer—is the plan 
to ensure the dividend paid to the city 
by Epcor continues into the future. The 
power generation arm of Epcor accounts 
for 85 per cent of the roughly $130 mil- 
lion annually that goes into city coffers 
each year, and that gap has to be made up 
with some aggressive selling. 

It sure does seem like this was the real 
plan all along, and the Gold Bar trans- 
fer just one small step. As Johnny Rot- 
ten once famously asked, "Ever get the 
feeling you've been cheated?” W 


SU Le LL LC 


ISSUE N°- 708 // MAY 1% - MAY 20, 2009 // AVAILABLE AT OVER 1400 LOCATIONS 


WUEWEEKLY 


10303-108 STREET, EDMONTON, AB TS) 1L7 


'UBLISHER 
NEWS EDITOR 

ARTS / FILM EDITOR 

MUSIC EDITOR 

DISH EDITOR 

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE EDITOR 
ASSOCIATE MUSIC EDITOR 
CREATIVE SERVICES MANAGER 
ART DIRECTOR 

SENIOR GRAPHIC DESIGNER 
GRAPHIC DESIGNER 
WEB/MULTIMEDIA MANAGER 
WEB/MULTIMEDIA 

LISTINGS 


SALES AND MARKETING MANAGER 
LOCAL ADVERTISING 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
NATIONAL ADVERTISING 
ADMINISTRATION/DISTRIBUTION 
ADMINISTRATION/PROMOTIONS 


COVER ILLUSTRATION 
CONTRIBUTORS 


RON GARTH // ron@vueweekly.com 

SCOTT HARRIS // news@vueweekly.com 
DAVID BERRY // david@vueweekly.com 
EDEN MUNRO // eden@vueweekly.com 
BRYAN BIRTLES // bryan@vueweekly.com 
JEREMY DERKSEN // snowzone@vueweekly.com 
BRYAN BIRTLES // bryan@vueweekly.com 
MICHAEL SIEK // mike@vueweekly.com 
VIKKI WIERCINSKI // vikki@vueweekly.com 
LYLE BELL // lyle@vueweekly.com 

PETE NGUYEN // pete@vueweekly.com 
TREVOR KJORLIEN // trevor@vueweekly.com 
ROB BUTZ // butz@vueweekly.com 

GLENYS SWITZER // glenys@vueweekly.com 


ROB LIGHTFOOT // rob@vueweekly.com 
780.426.1996 // advertising@vueweekly.com 
780.426.1996 // classifieds@vueweekly,com 
DPS MEDIA // 416.413.9291 

MIKE GARTH // michaelL@vueweekly.com 
AARON GETZ // aaron@vueweekly.com 


KIRSTEN McCREA // hellokirsten.com 
Mike Angus, Bobbi Barbarich, Erk Beulcer, Paul Blinoy, josef Braun Rob Srezsryy, 


Jonathan Busch, jan Buterman, Colin Cathrea, Kristina de Guarnan, Gurynne Dyer, 


Amy Fung, Maria Kotovych, Brian Gibson, lames Grasdal, Sarah Harr 
Houston, jan Hostyn, Corrie Howard, Ted Kerr, jarrars Lilie, Fawr 


th, Andrea Nemerson, Carotyn Nikodym, Stephen Notley, Roland 
Sarmantha Power, Sheena Rosuter, Steven Sandor, larres Stewart, 


Adam Waldror-Blain, Sharon Yeo, Darren Zerit, Brian Zurek 


PRINTING 
DISTRIBUTION 


gh ater Ecimo 


dy, take rnore than one copy o 
40022989. if undeliverable, ret 


ue Weekly's authorized independent contractors 2 


The Edmonton Sun 

Clark Distribution, Barrett DeLaBarre, Alan Ching, Raul 
Gurdian, Dale Steink, Bob Riley, Wally Yanish 

1400 locati 
of 783783 Alberta Ltd. and is published every Thursday. Vue Weekly ts 
in and Northern Alberta, limited to one copy per reader. Vue Weekly may 


nay, Without prior written 


employees. No per 
ye. Canada Post Pub 


ations Mail Agreement No. 


to: Vue Weekly 10303 - 108 Street Edm, AB TS) 1L7 


~ 
z 
o 
a 
Lu 
a 
> 


Cee TULL LULL he UL ML MC 


Letters 


Sanitizing real revolutionaries 


rian Gibson's review of Che ("Be- 

hind the T-shirt," Apr 2 - Apr 8, 
2009) alights on one crucial point then 
rather underplays it; the point being 
that Guevara was reacting rather spe- 
cifically to the historical legacies alive 
in Latin America. It is difficult to fully 
grasp the level of his iconic status un- 
less you have witnessed the impact 
that even just his still image creates in 
South America. 

As a poster boy for students in Paris 
or LA, his image is rather an embar- 
rassment, I think, but as an anti-fascist 
fighter in the era of Latin American dic- 
tatorships his was a truly revolutionary 
presence—his spectre still hovers over 
the Bolivian consciousness, for exam 
ple, as either a hero (for the indigenous 
and the left) or an anti-Christ/devil (for 
the middle class and the right). 

Gibson's article finishes by advertis- 
ing the more sanitized type of rebel, 
one more acceptable to the propertied 
classes of the first world, Subcom- 
mandante Marcos. He writes. of "a 
post-modern rebel, a local, non-violent 
guerrilla who's still found many ways, 
often through technology instead of 
guns, to short-circuit the dominant 
network of power.” In other words, one 
who tries to change the world through 
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poetry (something the likes of Shel- 
ley & Blake tried to do, incidentally, 
around the turn of the 19th century and 
to most intents and purposes had about 
as much luck in Britain as Marcos has 
had in Mexico). 

He says "they" worry that the Bolivian 
government is too left. Debates rage, 
apparently. He doesn't say what either 
the Bolivian, Cuban or Venezuelan gov- 
ernments have to say for themselves. 
This I find quite telling. ; 

I lived in Bolivia for several years un- 
der Evo Morales and what I saw was a 
left/liberal government attacked by 
the same brew of religious and vio- 
lent reactionary political interests as 
those which overturned the Spanish 
republican state in the 1930s. President 
Morales didn't write poems and cycle 
about throwing flowers. After national- 
izing the gas fields, he dug in, managed 
to get the army clear of the treacherous 
elements who had tried several times 
to stage armed coups and assassination 
attempts against him and sought the 
help of both the Cuban and Venezuelan 
governments who helped him to main- 
tain the integrity of his country against 
the foreign multinationals who wanted 
to re-privatize those oil fields and the 
Bolivian rich. He galvanized his sup- 
porters, many of whom were peasants 
who had armed in response to the long- 
running violent attacks against them 


and their families in the lowlands and 
the hill country, often carried out by 
middle class university educated white 
boys. Sometimes I saw them wearing 
neo-Nazi insignia. 

So now, with Morales pushing his new 
left/liberal constitution through with 
a 67 per cent approval rating, debate \s 
indeed raging amongst the other 33 pe 
cent about what the hell they are going 
to do. 

And now Boliviahas discovered its huge 
reserves of lithium in the high Andes 
may be the “clean oil” of the next century 
and the socialist aspects of the constitu- 
tion means the profiteers can no longer 
bleed the poor, and the lithium reserves 
will go into the state coffers, from where 
all Bolivians can prosper. All of that is 
what your reviewer described with the 
verdict “too left.” Concision and reductio 
ad absurdam are not the same thing. 

I suspect the same old impulses are at 
the root of this in North America. When 
you are confronted by a genuine and liv- 
ing egalitarian revolutionary, one who 
doesn't cycle about writing mystical po- 
ems and is actually a) living and b) will- 
ing to fight to avoid being crushed by 
the same forces that killed Guevara, like 
most of the middle class you get scared 
and renege on all the cheap sentiments 
hitherto expressed. 
lan Crause 
London, England 
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[ ‘are in obvious evi- 
Abee community hall, 


Wee ans th of Edm 

north o} on- 
tom: the gravel parking lot is jammed 
with heavy-duty pickup trucks, while 
inside a number of older gentlemen 
sport balleaps and ladies bring home- 
baked goods and make coffee for those 
in attendance. 

The stereotypes end abruptly once 
those gathered start to speak knowl- 
edgeably about hydrology, HDPE (high 
density polyethylene) and threatened 
or endangered plant and animal spe- 
cies. The evening meeting on May 
8 was the most recent in a four-year 
struggle against a proposed landfill 

site in the midst of their region, a pro- 

posal that many describe as one that 
has divided the community, shaking it 
to its very foundations. 

"{It's] ruined friendships and split 
families with the impact that this dump 
has had, the emotional impact it's had 
with people who are dead-set against 
it for more reasons than just because 
it may be close to them,” Laurie Gen- 
ert, an Abee-area resident explains, 
“and those who are for it, when you 
ask them point-blank, who really can't 
tell you why they're in favour of it, and 
the divisions it's caused are really heart 
wrenching.” 

Locals say they don’t have a garbage 
problem; Edmonton has a garbage 
problem. And many of these people 
would appreciate Edmonton finding 
someplace else to keep its garbage. 

When it comes to waste management, 
Edmontonians have a lot to be proud 
of. The city’s website boasts "North 
America’s largest collection of mod- 
ern, sustainable waste processing and 
research facilities." Edmonton and area 
students often visit the state-of-the-art 
Edmonton Waste Management Centre 
of Excellence as part of the grade four 
science curriculum to learn how the 
city is on track to divert as much as 90 
per cent of household waste from land- 
fills by 2012. 

This much-lauded centre is not relat- 
ed to a private corporation by the name 
of Waste Management, the selfsame 
corporation whose metal bins with 
the distinctive WM logo can be found 
throughout the city, collecting and re- 
moving a wide variety of refuse. 

The contents of those bins also do not 
end up in the city’s well-known facility, 
but at sites such as the West Edmonton 
Landfill located at 170 Street and 127 
Avenue. Over the years, that landfill 
has continued to’climb ever higher to- 
ward the sky, resulting in the corpora- 
tion's search for a replacement site. 

Waste Management's representatives 
claim they have the ideal site in the 
county of Thorhild, just an hour's drive 
north of the city of Edmonton. Many 
county residents beg to differ, going so 
faras to establish a grassroots organiza- 
‘ion, the Concerned Citizens of Thorhild 
County, to fight this and other issues 
they believe are not being handled well 
by their local government. 
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CONCERNED CITIZENS >> Clinton and Stacey Kirk survey the lands around the 
proposed landfill from their front drive //Jan Buterman 


"I don't appreciate the fact that the 
council will not hear what we're saying,” 
says Genert, amember ofthe Concerned 
Citizens. "I mean, they sit there at these 
public hearings and they're reading ev- 
erything and they're looking at us and 
they're sleeping and whatever—they're 
talking—at the last time I stopped my 
presentation and asked [County Reeve] 
Mr. Zolkewski if he was listening, and 
I knew he wasn't because he was talk- 
ing to someone at a side table. Just the 
way people have been treated over this 
whole thing, the whole political aspect 
of it, the whole public relations aspect 
of it has been very poorly managed.” 

Concerned Citizens chairperson Betty 
Kolewaski shares similar concerns, not- 
ing a simple inquiry she sent to Thorhild 
County requesting information on the 
procedures involved in a rezoning appli- 
cation took more than a year to receive 
any response from the county coun- 
cil—a year where she made repeated 
followup contacts and letters reminding 
the county of the question, even attend- 
ing council meetings in person to note 
the ongoing lack of response. 

Other procedural matters posing a 
significant challenge for local citizens 
is that one councillor known to be 
staunchly against the landfill must re- 
cuse himself from any votes on the mat- 


ter due to pecuniary interest—a conflict © 


of interest that in his case relates to land 
ownership within his family being in 
close proximity to the proposed landfill 
site under question. Another councillor 
has been challenged over whether he is 
able to be neutral on matters related to 
the proposed landfill as he was a mem- 
ber of the Concerned Citizens group be- 
fore becoming an elected county official. 


The hamlet of Abee is a tiny commu- 
nity a few kilometres south of the ham- 


let of Newbrook, known to most urban 
people as the site of the 2008 wildfires. 
The proposed landfillis situated onland 
between these two hamlets. Both com- 
munities sit adjacent to the infamous 
Highway 63, the same road used by the 
thousands of vehicles commuting reg- 
ularly to and from Fort McMurray. 

Other than highway traffic and some 
of the daily work involved in farming, 
the sights and sounds residents expe- 
rience are those typical of many ru- 
ral areas: wildlife such as birds, small 
mammals, marsh life such as frogs and 
ducks, larger wild animals such as deer 
and farmed livestock such as cattle or 
exotics such as elk. 

Thorhild County is only slightly small- 
er than Sturgeon County to the south, 
which borders directly on Edmonton 
and includes the site of the Canadian 
Forces Base Edmonton. While Stur- 
geon County has a number of large 
towns and small hamlets, mixed agri- 
cultural lands and a significant amount 
of heavy industry related to the Heart- 
land Industrial region, Thorhild Coun- 
ty remains primarily agricultural. The 
two counties rely on entirely different 
economies of scale for taxation: at a 
total population of slightly over 3000 
individuals in Thorhild County—the 
entire county's population only half 
that of the town of Morinville—makes 
for a tiny pool of ratepayers. 

Little wonder then that a corpora- 
tion with a project involving millions 
of dollars and decades of guaranteed 
work would be of great interest to many 
within the county: industry generates 
jobs and jobs generate income, 

"Our position has been right from 
the very beginning is that there are 
significant environmental benefits to 
us establishing our project up in the 
Thorhild area," says Cam Hantiuk, 
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Waste Management's director of pub- 
lic affairs for Western Canada. "The 
County itself has three old un-engi- 
neered dumps that the province would 
prefer to see closed. [Dumps like that 
are] not just in the county of Thorhild, 
but just about everywhere. It makes 
more sense to have fewer landfills but 
that are larger and well-engineered 
and sited appropriately.” 

Hantiuk says that building the pro- 
posed landfill would be a major boon 
for the people of the county. 

"There are obvious economic benefits 
as well through job creation, through 
royalties, other investments we make 
in the community that are not insig- 
nificant. You know, a county that size, 
with not much of an industrial tax 
base, just managing and maintaining 
and building infrastructure falls on a 
very small number of ratepayers, and it 
would be a real boost to that region to 
build a sustainable industry. So there 
would be some direct and indirect eco- 
nomic benefits,” Hantiuk says. "The so- 
cial benefits are our involvement in the 
community. We've invested well over 
$150 000 in things suchas libraries, the 
swimming pool, Ag{ricultural] Society, 
4-H Clubs, schools, seniors centres—all 
those things are important to the vitali- 
ty to the community and in the absence 
of good community-minded businesses 
and industries in an area, very often 
those community organizations aren't 
able to accomplish the good work that 
they do.” 

But those in the community oppos- 
ing the landfill argue the project's 
economic and social benefits aren't 
enough to outweigh the risks to their 
way of life, and it's not simply that 
groups like the Concerned Citizens 
are just worried about NIMBY issues. 

"In the city, you have your water pro- 
viders, you have your sewer provid- 
ers, and everything like that. Here in 
the country we have wells and dug- 
outs,” says Stacey Kirk, a local farmer 
and secretary for the group. "Where 
they're proposing to put this landfill, 
it’s on a recharge area. All the rain 
and all the moisture that comes into 
the recharge area distributes from 
there to aquifers, and those aquifers 
feed our wells.” 

Information solicited from a third- 
party hydrogeologist and a landfill ex- 
pert raises significant concerns for the 
group that theareais highly unsuitable 
for a landfill for this reason alone. 

"We depend on that water,” Kirk says. 
"If that water is tainted? We're done." 

The fight isn’t an easy one. No mat- 
ter how committed, the Concerned 
Citizens of Thorhild County are a 
small number of people with limited 
resources against a large corporation 
with similarly large resources, but res- 
idents say they will continue the fight. 

Just as the meeting was coming to a 
close, Laurie Genert stood to explain 
that she and her husband had come 
that evening with thoughts of giving 
up, but the meeting reaffirmed their 
purpose. "I realized it's not fair to 
have other people fight for us. I'm re- 
ally glad I did come, because it really 
energizes me.” W 


ES Se ee 
HOUSE OF COMMONS COMMITTEE 
HOLDS OILSANDS HEARINGS 


group of concerned Alberta resi- 

ents, representatives of Aboriginal 
communities and environmental groups 
gathered on May 12 outside a downtown 
Edmonton hotel to call attention to the 
impacts Alberta's oilsands are having on 
water and health in the region as the all 
party House of Commons Standing Com- 
mittee on Environment and Sustainable 
Development met inside. 

The committee was in Edmonton to 
hold public hearings with invited speak- 
ers as part ofits fact-finding mission into 
the impact of oilsands developments on 
water in the region. The committee is ex- 
pected to make recommendations to the 
federal government. 

Keepers of the Athabasca Watershed 
Tepresentative Connie Bresnahan 
called on the committee to recognize 
the need to strengthen regulations 
on effluent discharge, arsenic level 
and consistency in the environmental 
monitoring mechanisms. 

Peter Cyprian, a representative of the 
Athabasca First Nation, cited the failure 
of the federal government to recognize 
Dr. Kevin Timoney’s report on increasing 
health impacts of high arsenic, alumi- 
num and copper levels in water down- 
stream from the oilsands, and called on 
this committee to do better. 

Members of the Athabasca First Nation, 
the Fond du Lac First Nation and the Fort 
Fitzgerald First Nation also called on the 
government to negotiate with them at a 
treaty level to determine how resources 
in the area will be used. 

Inside, Aboriginal representatives told 
the committee the federal government 
needs to do more to protect water sup- 
plies and human health. “The federal 
government has both the legal tools and 
the legal obligation to protect our rights 
and our health,” said George Poitras of 
the Mikisew Cree First Nation. 

The committee began three days of 
hearings in Alberta by visiting Fort Mc- 
Murray and meeting with community 
leaders in Fort Chipewyan prior to the 
Edmonton hearings. The committee also 
held similar hearings in Calgary. 
SAMANTHA POWER 

// SAMANTHA@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


BC LIBERALS WIN, STV REJECTED 


yor in British Columbia have 
returned Gordon Campbell and 
his BC Liberal Party to a third straight 
majority government. 

The popular vote in the May 12 elec- 
tion was almost identical to the re- 
sults of the 2005 contest. The Liberals 
comfortably passed the 43 seats need- 
ed to form a majority, taking 49 seats 
with 46 per cent of the popular vote, 
the NDP won 36 seats with 42 per cent 
of the vote. The Greens, which were 
the choice of eight per cent of voters, 
again failed to elect their first MLA. 

Voters also overwhelmingly rejected 
a referendum which would have seen 
the first-past-the-post electoral system 
replaced by a single-transferable-vote 
form of proportional representation 
Moving to STV was supported by just 
39 per cent of voters, far short of the 
60 per cent required to pass. 

SCOTT HARRIS 
// SCOTT@VUEWEERKLY.COM 
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African faa grab 


"Neocolonial’ move to secure grain 
supplies sure to fail in the long term 


In the past two years, various non-Afri- 
can countries—China, India, South Korea, 


Britain and the Arab Gulf states lead the : 
pack—have been taking over huge tracts : 
of farmland in Africa by lease or purchase, : 


to produce food or biofuels for their own 
use. Critics call them "neocolonial- 
ists," but they will not be as suc- 
cessful as the old ones. 

The scale of the land grab 
is truly impressive. In Sudan, 
South Korea has acquired 
690 O00 hectares of land 
to grow wheat. The United 
Arab Emirates, which already 
has 30 O00 hectares in Sudan, is 
investing in another 378 OOO hectares to 
grow corn, alfalfa, wheat, potatoes and 


beans. In Tanzania, Saudi Arabia is seek- = 


ing 500 O00 hectares, 

Even bigger chunks of land are be- 
ing leased to produce biofuels. China 
has acquired 2.8 million hectares in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo to create 


the world’s largest oil-palm plantation : 
(replacing all that messy rain-forest and : 
useless wildlife with tidy lines of palm : 


trees), and is negotiating for two million 
hectares in Zambia to grow jatropha. 
British firms have secured big tracts of 
land in Angola, Ethiopia, Mozambique, 
Nigeria and Tanzania. 


Only rarely is there protest from local : 


people. One striking exception is Mada- 
gascar, where the announcement of a 99- 
year contract to lease 1.3 million hectares 


to South Korea's Daewoo corporation to : 


grow corn helped to trigger the recent 
revolution. "Madagascar’s land is neither 
for sale nor for rent,” said the new leader, 
Andry Rajoelina, who cancelled the deal. 

After the revolution, it turned out 


that another 465 O00 hectares of : 


land in Madagascar had been leased 
to an Indian company, Varun Interna- 


tional, to grow rice for consumption : 


in India. That deal is also being can- 


celled by the new government—but : 


elsewhere, the acquisition of huge 
tracts of African land by Asian and 


: European governments and compa- : 
: nies goes ahead almost unopposed. 

Why Africa? Because that's the last : 
place where there are large areas of good : 
agricultural land that aren't already com- : 
> pletely occupied by local farmers. There : 
= are usually some peasants scratching : 
a living from the land, but they are : 
few and poor, and they can eas- : 


ily be bought or driven out. 


ing food security, the new African foo: 


: resources will probably become unavail 


able just when they are needed most. 


: ft was the surge in grain prices in 

: 2007 — 2008 that drove many countries : 
: that depend heavily on imported food : 
: to start acquiring African farmland. The : 
immediate reason for a doubling or tri- : 
pling of the price of wheat, rice and corn j 
(maize) was a couple of local crop fail- : 
: ures and the diversion of large amounts : 
> of American corn into biofuel production, : 
: but the underlying cause was that the : 
: global food supply is falling further and : 
} further behind demand : 
Since 1945 the world's population has : 
: tripled, and so has its food production, : 
? growing at an average of about three : 
? per cent annually through the '5Os, ‘60s, : 
: 70s, '80s and most of the ‘90s. But for : 
: most of the past decade grain production : 
: has essentially flat-lined, while the global : 
: population has gone on growing. 
: By 2006, just before the prices soared, : 
: the world grain reserve (the amount : 
that is Left in the storage bins each year : 
: just before the new harvest comes in) : 
: had shrunk from 116 days of food for : 
everybody in the world in 1999 to only : 
: 57 days. Last year’s generally good har- : 
vests brought prices back down, but the : 
: outlook for this year Is dire, with drought : 
: in about half of the world's main grain- : 


For the foreigners, the lure : 
is profit, or food security, or 3 
both. For those who are in- : 
vesting in biofuels, there are : 
real profits to be made, at least in : 
the short term. But for those seek- : 


growing areas. 


So wouldn't it be nice if you didn't have ; 
to compete for scarce stocks of grain at : 
inflated prices on the international grain : 
market when prices soar? Wouldn't it be : 
: great if you could rely instead on your : 
own food supply, even if it isn't Located : 
in your own country? That's why it's : 
mostly countries that depend heavily : 
on food imports that are involved in the : 
current land-rush in Africa—but they : 


are forgetting two things. 


The first is that sovereignty trumps : 
contractual obligations every time. If : 
the African countries that are leasing : 
their land fall into difficulties in feeding : 


: their own populations, as they are likely : 
: tropics, which is where food production 


: will be hit worst. 


to do if world grain prices rise sharply, 
the first resource they will turn to is 


the foreign plantations on their terri- : 
= money in the short term, and they may 
t even enjoy a false sense of security for 
: a while, but they will not get much for 
: their investment in the Long run. Trou- 
: ble is, Africans will not get much out of 
} it either, although some of their leaders 
: certainly will W 

: most places, and what remains of the : 
: international grain market cannot meet : Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde 
: pendent journalist whose articles are 
: published in 45 countries. His column ap- 
: pears each week in Vue Weekly. 


tory. Governments that cannot feed 
their populations face overthrow, and 
will break contracts without the slight- 
est hesitation. 

The second is that when things re- 
ally get tough—when climate change 
starts to bite, grain yields are falling in 


demand at any price—Africa is not the 
place to be sourcing your emergency 
supply of grain. Almost the entire con- 


tinent lies in the tropics or the sub- 
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he 
¢. 


introduced by the 
ent to better manage 


aningful public input on 
decisions. : 
, the Alberta Land Stewardship 
Act, will, if passed, amend 26 pieces of 
provincial legislation and create a legal 
framework around an initiative started 
three years ago to create a more bal- 
anced process for land management 
which takes into account the cumula- 
tive impacts of development and other 
activities in the province. 

The Land-use Framework (LUF), re- 
leased in December 2008, was meant to 
integrate citizen, business and environ- 
mental concerns into a decision-mak- 
ing process to ensure sustainable use 
of both public and private land into the 
future, But with the release of the legis- 

_ lation to enable that framework, some 
critics say they have serious concerns 
about the extent to which the voices of 
Albertans will be actually be heard. 

Cindy Chiasson of the Edmonton- 
based Environmental Law Centre says 
the bill doesn't reflect the democratic 
process that was promised and started 


ar 
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land i 


with the wide-ranging consultations 
which ultimately led to the LUE 

"This initiative started in 2006. It con- 
sulted and integrated a broad range of 
Albertans and interests, and with the 


release of the framework in December — 


we had tentative hope that Albertans 
would be heard in the process," Chi- 
asson says. “But now when it comes 
to putting the ideas into legislation, 
almost all power has been put in the 
hands of cabinet." ~ 

Chiasson says a major problem is 
that the legislation lacks any language 
which would guarantee Albertans a 
meaningful voice in land-use manage- 
ment decisions. 

"So much of the power has been given 
to cabinet, it almost sends the message 
we'retalking the talk, butreally we don't 
trust anyone but government, so we're 
going to hang on to it all," she says. 

The framework was meant to estab- 
lish Regional Advisory Councils (RACs) 
in each of seven regions in the province 
to provide input on environmental and 
social needs specific to the region, but 
Chiasson charges that the bill leaves 
the scope of those councils entirely up 
to the government. 

"The framework set up Regional Advi- 
sory Councils to be the local link to give 
input on land use," Chiasson explains. 
"There's a part of this bill that says cabi- 
net may make land use plans regardless 


WE'LL DECIDE >> Critics say Bill 36 gives cabinet too much power to decide how 


land is used //viasta juricek 


ofthe advice of the regional council and 
whether it was consulted. Not only that, 
but the way the act is written it puts it 
in the power of cabinet as to whether a 
council is even set up. So there is a dis- 
connect between what was set out in 
the policy framework and the hows of 
the government process to make it live 
in legislation.” 

At the same time, the bill would limit 
the options available to Albertans to 
challenge decisions which aren't con- 
sistent with regional land-use plans. 

"This act eliminates the possibility of 
judicial review by the public,” Chiasson 


InspiringEducation 


A DIALOGUE WITH ALBERTANS 


What qualities and abilities will 
Albertans need in the 21st Century? 


Come join the dialogue on what education will look 


like in the future. 


Albertans from all walks of life are encouraged to 
bring their perspectives to the conversation. We 
want many voices and many points of view brought 
into the dialogue as education belongs 


to the whole community. 


Visit www.inspiringeducation.alberta.ca 
Email us at Inspiring.Education@gov.ab.ca 
or call toll free 310-0000, then dial 780-427-7219. 


Says, explaining that the proposed act 
would channel applications for review 
through a government representa- 
tive to determine whether the matter 
should go before the courts. 

While Chiasson says the legislation 
providesthe government withanumber 
of the powers necessary to more effec- 
tively manage land in the province—a 
much needed step in Alberta—a lack 
of criteria on specific objectives signifi- 
cantly compromises the act. 

"The bill is sketchy in terms of what 
must be in a land-use plan and what 
may be in a land-use plan," she says. "A 


y Sy ; STI EWARDSHIP ACT eee ream ner ioMnRm HHA MNNAEEHHHHMNEHHNHNNRNNLHHNNNKENRNN 
s our land, this land i land 


say Bill 36 puts too much power over land-use decisions in hands of cabinet 


statement of a vision and one objective 
must be there, and a lot of other things 
may be in a land use plan; so a plan 
could consist of the statement of vision 
to say we will maximize the resource, 
but not address the environmental and 
social concerns.” 

Despite the problems with the bill, 
Chiasson sees the legislation as a posi- 
tive step in supporting the vision laid 
out in the original framework. The 
centre has recommended a number 
of amendments to improve the bill, 
including making the appointment of 
balanced Regional Advisory Councils 
in each region mandatory, and requir- 
ing written explanation in situations 
where the government chooses not 
to follow the advice of the RACs. The 
right of judicial review of decisions, 
says Chiasson, should also be included 
in the final act. The centre is also call- 
ing for a requirement that all land-use 
plans include stated environmental, 
social and economic objectives, along 
with legally required monitoring and 
reporting to the public on implemen- 
tation of the plans. V 


More information on the Land-use Frame- 
work and the Alberta Land Stewardship 
Act, including the schedule of govern- 
ment open houses on the legislation being 
held throughout May is available online 
at landuse.alberta.ca. 


How can you get involved? 


Register for Conversations! 
Check the website for details. 


Host a local conversation! 


Get a copy of the Community Conversation Kit and host a 
discussion with your friends and family, school representatives, 
school council members, nonprofit and volunteer 
organizations, local business or neighbourhood association. 


Join the online conversation! 


Participate in one of fhe moderated online discussions about 


the future of education in Alberta. 
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J CAMADIAMS.ORG 


Ae EPA STREET SEIS ADNAN TEAY 
It's the kind of statement that should 
have perked more ears: trade officials at 
the European Commission keep insisting 
that they cannot negotiate a new free 
trade agreement with Canada unless all 
provinces are on board. Why? What's 
so special about the provinces in these 
negotiations compared with the bilateral 
agreements with Peru or Colombia? It 
hasn't really come out in news reports 
yet, but the answers are important and 
will worry anyone who feels that as the 
economic crisis worsens it makes sense 
to empower our local governments—not 
shackle them with new constraints de- 
signed to protect the profits of investors 
on the other side of the Atlantic. 

The current Canada-European Union 
free trade negotiations could funda- 
mentally change the way the Canadian 
economy works and our local commu- 
nities govern themselves more than 
any previous trade agreement, includ- 
ing NAFTA. Harper and his friends in 
Prague, which currently holds the pres- 
idency of the EU, are not just talking 
about making designer Italian shoes a 
little cheaper for Canadian consumers 
(though for the fashion conscious in 
these tough times that probably sounds 
pretty good). In fact, the European and 
Canadian investors pushing this deal 
have proposed a shopping list of new 
restrictions on the extent to which lo- 
cal, provincial and federal governments 
manage corporate activity. 

Local purchasing policies at the city or 
provincial level, limits on private bidding 
for municipal infrastructure projects (in- 
cluding water) and supply management 
in the dairy and other agricultural sec- 
tors could all become illegal under a 
Canada-EU free trade agreement, based 
on the terms of a scoping paper released 
at the end of March. If it sounds familiar 
to Albertans, that's because the Canada- 
EU partnership is designed on the. back 
of the Alberta-BC Trade, Investment and 
Labour Mobility Agreement (TILMA). 

Negotiators are bringing everything to 
the table, with hopes of going signifi- 
cantly beyond NAFTA in protecting Eu- 
ropean companies from non-tariff *bar- 


riers* to their trade and investment, or” 


differences in municipal and provincial 
regulations affecting industry across the 
country. Like TILMA, the idea is to create 


Issues is a forum for indivi 
broader issues of import 


T >> CANADA-EU FREE TRADE NEGOTIATIONS 


duals aoe Organizations to comment on current events and 
0 ‘ance to the community. Their commentary is not necessarily th 
opinion of the organizations they represent or of Vue Weekly. e sige 


hat is Harper getting Canada into by negotiating a deeper 
‘economic partnership agreement’ with the European Union? 


IMPERFECT UNION >> The ‘economic partnership agreement’ between Canada and 
the EU announced by Stephen Harper could create another race to the bottom //rie 


a level playing field but, also like TILMA, 
the effect will be a harmonization of the 
lowest standard—a race to the bottom 
Where deregulation serves as an incen- 
tive for more investment at the expense 
of environmental protections and our 
public health. 

The "scoping. exercise" was endorsed 
by hundreds of Canada's and Europe's 
largest corporations, including water 
multinationals Suez and Veolia, oil gi- 
ants Royal Dutch Shell, Total S.A. and 
Suncor, financial players Deutsche Bank 
and Power Financial Corporation, mining 
companies Barrick Gold and Teck Com- 
inco, and genetically modified seed pro- 
ducer Monsante Canada. 

And that's it—companies back the deal 
while Canadians are being left in the cold. 
The Canadian Department of Internation- 
al Trade hosted a limited web consulta- 
tion for other groups, but there is no evi- 
dence that this input was incorporated 
into the framework for negotiations with 
the European Union. 

At the very least, Canada's cities 
should be part of these negotiations 
as they stand to lose the most from 
an agreement as currently laid out in 
the scoping framework. But more than 
that, all Canadians need a say in these 
free trade negotiations and other bi- 
lateral agreements currently being 


shielded from public debate by the 
Harper government. 

Liberalized trade was conspicuously 
absent from discussions at the most re- 
cent Summit of the Americas in Trinidad 
and Tobago, and many countries which 
once embraced the free trade model in 
Latin America and elsewhere have now 
turned their back on it and are looking 
for more democratic and egalitarian so- 
lutions. A far-reaching and unprecedent- 
ed agreement with Europe makes no 
sense for Canada given that countries 
around the world are increasingly recog- 
nizing that free trade is not the panacea 
for economic and social development its 
proponents claim it to be. 

If the global economic crisis has taught 
us anything, it is that a blind reliance on 
unregulated or under-regulated "open 
markets" is a major part of the problem. 
Expanding and deepening these policies, 
this time with Europe, will not make av- 
erage Canadians richer or more prosper- 
ous. It, like other free trade agreements 
before it, will only increase income in- 
equality and reduce the amount of con- 
trol citizens have over our economies 
and our communities. W 


Dylan Penner is the media officer for the 
Council of Canadians, Canada's largest 
citizens’ organization. 
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GAMES >> XTRANORMAL 


You oughta be in movies 


You all know what fever-dreams are like, : toons. It's pretty cool, actually; you can : 
right? On that first night when the virus : : 
or whatever really lays hold of you, the : 
long tossing and turning, not-awake and : 
not-asleep, drenched in cold sweatas the : 


recursive visions loop and loop and 
loop again and if you ever get 
free, goddamnit, you're going 
to swallow badass Tylenol 
and break the fever’s back, 
but first'pou have to get up 
and you can't because you're inl 
locked in not-sleep and the 

loops keep looping. It's always 
a vicious machine, but it can be 


better or worse depending on what you : 
feed it before you put out the lights. : 
Over 35 years of fighting infections, I've : 


learned: a fever can be a tool. 


This time out, | flubbed it. I'd been spend- = 
ing a lot of time with a web application : 
(xtranormaLcom), : 
which lets you make quickie’ 3-D car- : 


called Xtranormal 


IMA BUILD A HUGE 
SPACESHIP AND FLY 
AROUND THE UNIVERSE 
DESTROYING EVERY 
MILE-WIIPE CHUNK oF 
SALE SOAP I See/ 


IN SPACE... 
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TARGET THAT MILE-WIDE CHONK 
OF SIACE SOAP AND FIKE / 


complete a little two-character conver- : 
sation In just about as much time as it : 
takes to type in the characters’ lines. Like : 
any fun new toy, | got into it pretty heavy, : 
and when | knew | was going to spend : 
a night in the fever-tumbler, | fig- : 
ured, hell, if my mind's going to : 
be looping on something, why = 
not let it loop over some ani- : 
iy! mated dialogue? Fever-dream : 
as virtual brainstorm. So, lying : 
abed, sniffling and coughing, : 
| dicked around with it until the : 
NeoCitran came to claim me, my : 
: yammering straightfaced at each other. 
You're going to want to roll up your : 
: The animations list doesn't have exactly 
Xtranormal’s suite of director's tools. Call : 
for wide shots or tight close-ups, choose : 
: For example, Xtranormal's avatar acting 
: classes are a Little light on romance and 


laptop still warm under my hands. 


The Xtranormal tagline is “If you can : 
type, you can make movies," and by some : 
: miracle of marketing the product actu- : 
ally delivers, if you cheat your definition : 
of “movie” down to “single conversation : 
between two characters.” Pick a back- : 
drop, choose a couple virtual actors— : 


IM OBSESSED. A MILE-WIDE Clow 
oF FACE SOAP coutn rose A 


type In some lines, let the "Magicam 
automatically pick the camera angles 


click "Action," and you're done; your little : 
: logue comes out with perfect cadence. 


dudes speak as directed, in hilariously ro- 
botic text-to-speech synthesis. Your com- 


pleted flick is output as an embeddable/ : 
YouTubeable -flv video, ready for sharing : 
: : pleasure in transcending. Two charac- 


and comparing. 


Now, if you keep it that simple you're : 
! spot? That can be fun; take it as a for- 


probably not going to compare too fa- 


vourably; it's tough—but not impossi- : 
ble—to get heavy emotional impacts or : 
pauses and other little cheats to get 
? the monotonous Hawking Box speech 


epic LOLz out of a couple of static droids 


sleeves and start monkeying around with 


different voices for your actors—the "UK 
English" accents are particularly pleas- 


ant—add music and sound effects ... and : 


YoU DON'T 
HAVE A 


SERIOUS THREAT To MY SHIP AND CRaw.! 


. 


THAN ACTION, IT'S 
FKO- ACTION! 


a 
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! most importantly, add animations, facial : come at another with a knife; a comb) 
> expressions and pregnant pauses to your : 


nation of a dramatic close-up, an angry 


> solution. 


i characters’ performances. This Is a little 
: time-consuming—the servers have to re- : 
only the Fisher-Pricelike.set of cartoony : 
characters is available to free users— : 


render and re-encode your video every 
your changes—but it’s worth it when, 
after virtually screaming, "EMOTE, GOD- 
DAMNIT!" for an hour, a crucial bit of dia- 

The limitations imposed by the Xtra- 
normal system are many, of course, but 
they're the kind of limitations one takes 
ters, max, and they're both rooted in one 
mal structure, like a sonnet or haiku, and 
work within it. Use phonetic spellings, 
synthesis to come out more natural 
what you're looking for? Find some- 


thing approximate and make it work. 


violence, and | needed to have one guy 


HEALTH >> DANTE'S 


: facial expression, a sinister sound effect 


and the raised-arm gesture labelled 


: “idea” got the concept across. 
time you want to see/hear the result of : 
; ting together my four-part (five-part, if 
: you include the epilogue) drama "The 
: Perfect Crime,” | seriously considered 
: ponying up for a premium account so | 
; could get at the other goodies they've 
i locked away. But as fodder for a fever 
: dream? Holy shit; | sit here, sick and 
: tired, my hair matted into an Eraser- 
: head updo by pillow-perm nightsweat, 
i still shaking from endless hours of 
i cute Fisher-Price people, each repre- 
: senting my deepest longings and re- 
: grets, intoning my inner fears in blank, 
: emotionless computer-speak, over and 
5 over and over again forever against a 
: surreal shifting background of slee| 
: jazz bars and primary-coloured street 

+ corners. Terrifying. Al! wanted was to 
: channel a little Mike Judge; what | got 
: was Jodorowsky by way of The Polka 
} Dot Door. W 


A lot of fun, so much so that after put- 


Uncomfortably numb 


still values psycho- 


The story Dorman tells in Dante's 


: recovered without antipsychotic drugs. 

Dr. Dorman’s argument isn’t the one | : 
: often put forward—that the medications : 
: come with serious risks—but rather that : 
: medications come with psychic numbing : 
: that precludes real healing 
> Our medical-disease model of mental : 
: suffering reduces it to chemistry, and : 
: excludes our innate ability to heal given : 
: the right environment. Dorman's view Is : 
: that madness is inherent to the human : 
: condition, and that treating it as such is : 
: the precursor to our ability to recover; : 
: that limiting our understanding of it to : 
: chemistry and biology and genes robs us : 
: of our agency in the name of medicine. 

Cognitive and emotional development : 
: happens in family settings. Dorman ar- : 
: gifs that when an infant predisposed : 
: to being passive lands in a family that : 
: doesn't encourage independence, she : 
: will suffer and ultimately regress infinite- = 
= ly more than had she landed in a family : 
: that encouraged Independent identity. 

Asserting that it is exceedingly rare = 
: for depressed people not to have a very : 
: good reason to be depressed, even when = 
: they claim their anguish has come out of : 
! nowhere, Dorman says our painful but : 
: exceedingly common loss of mental equi- : 


: More bedtime reading, another approach : 
! to illness that resonated profoundly : 
: with me. Dr. Dorman, a seasoned UCLA : 
: psychiatrist with over 30 years 
: of clinical and teaching experi- 
=! ence, surprisingly in this day 
: of pharmaceutical orienta- 

: tlon, 
: therapy over medication of 
: symptoms, and he has a long 
> history of success with even 

: his most profoundly ill patients. 


: Cure is a powerful argument for the : 
: belief that psychological anguish is part : 
: of the human experience, and that sim- : 
: ply numbing it and pushing It into ever : 
: deeper recesses is more a sentence to : 
: a lifetime of medication than it is a real : 
"Current psychiatric theory : 
> does not allow for cure,” he writes. And : 
: though it is uncommon for schizophren- ; 
: ics to recover fully, the woman in his : 
: story does go from severely ill to fully : 


librium is a normal response to events in 
our internal and/or external worlds. Con 
vinced that treating such individuals with 
drugs simply adds another layer of 
control and leaves the agony at 
their core untouched, he advo- 
cates medication only when 
someone is an imminent threat 
to themselves or others. 

| know how frightening men- 
tal anguish can be, and | know 
that anti-anxiety and anti-psychot- 
ic meds can be life saving. I've seen up 
close their beauty as a temporary bridge. 
But like Dorman, | remain convinced that 
going beyond pain relief is essential to 
full recovery. 

! also, unlike thOse advocating com 
munity treatment orders that can force 
medication on those with psychiatric hos- 
pitalization histories, remain convinced 
that the treatment is sometimes ‘as bad 
as, and sometimes worse than, the illness. 
Because while the hope is that medica- 


:. thon can prevent terrifying and sometimes 


tragically violent psychotic breaks with re- 
ality, psychoactive drugs themselves have 
well-documented homicidal and suicidal 
side-effects. All too often, those guilty of 


: violent crimes are either on medication, or 


suffering from withdrawal from them. 

It's true that our health-care system 
isn't dealing adequately with the men- 
tally ill among us, and it’s true that we've 
too long ignored our shortage of psy- 
chiatrists and psychiatric facilities. But 
that doesn't mean more heavily drugging 
those who suffer ought to be part of the 
solution. We once infected victims of 


: schizophrenia with malaria, and awarded 


the Nobel Prize for Medicine in 1927 for 
that treatment. We once also did loboto- 
mies for the illness, and awarded the 
1949 Nobel Prize for that treatment. 
Severe and tragic mental illness ap- 
pears to be a fact of our existence, 2 
fact not at all diminished in our day of 


: expensive new psychiatric medications. 


We may, some day, have the perfect 
medicine, but in the meantime we'd do 
well to go a more holistic direction, and 
invest more in non-pharmaceutical anc 
humane psychotherapeutic and nutri 
tional approaches. W 
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a plethora of guidance and knowledge from industry experts, a hard earned 
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Phone 780.429.4878 | Toll Free 1.877.429.4878 | info@gurudigitalarts.com 
2nd Floor, Swedish Jewellers Building, 10169 - 101 Street, Edmonton, AB T5J OT6 


ENUE FOR 


ks Art & Design Festival 


IUNE 19 - JULY 1 TRANSCEND ME DI LUM 
THe | 3 Be 


ital media experience unlike any other! 


MAY 14 — MAY 20, 2009 // WUEWEEKLY UP FRONT // 13 


RBC gn ae = anu S cs sien eens @uwwn dipas > es 
r = ad . 


Check out our comprehensive 
online database of Vue Weekly's 

restaurant reviews, searchable b, 
location, price and type. 


{nA UHH Ue HTHHHTARAHAHA KANN Hi 


COVER // DINING OUT 


e 
Times change 
Restaurants staying ahead of shrinking pocketbooks 


century hospitality g 


roup 


SHARON YEO 
// SHRRON@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


s the economy continues its down- 

ward spiral, many people are look- 
ing for ways to cut their spending. Not 
surprisingly, dining out is often the first 
item to be reduced, and many local in- 
dependent restaurants are feeling the 
effects of leaner patron pockets. 

Some establishments have therefore 
begun to put forward special deals in 
an attempt to attract more customers, 
a trend that is happening all over the 
world. The Blue Pear, for one, started 
offering a $59, three-course "Baby Blue 
Pear” menu in early April, a $30 depar- 
ture from their standard five-course 
menu priced at $89 per person. It is 
available for reservations made from 
5-6 pm, and all day on Sundays. 

The Baby Blue Pear came about from 
customer feedback collected in Febru- 
ary. “We knew the economic times were 
changing and we wanted to make sure 
that we were still our customers’ choice 
for dining out,” says owner Jessie Radies. 
“We wanted to make sure it wouldn't 
compromise our financials in a way that 
was going to be negative. It needed to be 
positive for us from a business perspec- 
tive but also positive for our customers. I 
think we found the balance by only hav- 
ing it until six o'clock.” 

Thus far, the modified menu has 


yielded some encouraging results. 
“We're getting a few more early tables,” 
shares Radies, "which in the restaurant 
industry is always good. And we're see- 
ing a bit more traffic on Sunday.” 

Still, with no clear indication of when 
business will start picking up, Radies 
says that the restaurant continues to 
explore ways of cutting costs in order to 


Over at Manor Café, co-owner Cy- 
rille Koppert introduced a similarly 
discounted prix fixe menu in January. 
After 5 pm on Sundays to Wednesdays, 
a three-course meal with three entree 
options and a fixed appetizer and des- 
sert is priced at $30. 

“We're doing really well with it," shares 
Koppert, “and we will keep building on 
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q You start looking at your food cost, and one of the 
easy ways to reduce your cost is to stop using local, 
but that's a very detrimental thing to do when you 
look at our local food economy. So we try not to, 
but we're not in a position where we can not make 
money so our producers can make money. 


minimize the impact on their staff. "You 
start looking at your food cost, and one 
of the easy ways to reduce your cost is 
to stop using local," states Radies. "But 
that’s a very detrimental thing to do 
when you look at our local food econ- 
omy. So we try not to, but we're not ina 
position where we can not make money 
so our producers can make money.” 

The Blue Pear is also seeking out new 
advertising venues, including a referral 
program with hotels and the online res- 
ervation website Open Table (opentable. 
com). "When your regular customers 
are not coming as often,” says Radies, 
"you need to find new ones.” 


it. But we're not doing it just because of 
the recession. It's also fun and a bit ofa 
change for our regular customers.” 

While Manor hasn't seen a significant 
drop in business, Koppert knows first- 
hand that patrons are seeking lower- 
priced dining alternatives (Koppert also 
owns Urban Diner, where entrees av- 
erage around $15). "Urban Diner is very 
busy,” says Koppert. “It is always very 
consistent, never changes. It's the per- 
fect [price point]. Higher end restau- 
rants are hurting the most.” 

Koppert explains that Manor's loca- 
tion—tucked in behind High Street 
and out of sight from the major thor- 


oughfare—isn't conducive to sponta- 
neous dining. “Our food is never the 
problem," says Koppert. “Our problem 
is that we are a destination restau- 
rant. People have to be reminded that 
we're here.” 

The restaurant has hired a market- 
ing firm to roll out a campaign this 
spring in conjunction with an entire 
rebranding. Look for new awnings, a 
sleek black and white interior design, 
and a shortened name. "We're going 
to take the word ‘café’ away because 
‘café’ has a totally different implica- 
tion in Canada than in Europe,” says 
assistant manager Tarquin Melnyk. 
“In Canada, | think the name hurts us 
when people don't know that we serve 
full meals.” 

Manor will also be changing its 
menu to offer approachable, bistro- 
type fare—smaller plates meant for 
sharing in an attempt to appeal to a 
younger demographic. “If I go out,” 
shares Koppert, "I like to graze and try 
what others have ordered. So it has to 


be more of a tapas Style." 


Regardless of the downturn, Kop- 
pert says that Manor was ready for 
a change. “You always have to kee; 
going in this business, keep thinking 
ahead,” expresses Koppert. "As soon 
as you think, 'No, I'm fine,’ it goes the 
other way. You can’t stand still.” 

Century Hospitality Group has ce: 
tainly not remained static over the 
past few years. The highly anticipatec 
Hundred Bar and Kitchen opene 
last fall and has been extremely busy 
says owner Chris Lachance. But Cen- 
tury Hospitality's other properties 
have been experiencing varying dc 
grees of success. 

“If | look at same store sales from 
last year," shares Lachance, "sales ar 
down at our two big stores, Century 
Grill and Lux, but sales are up at De- 
lux. That would definitely be indice 
tive of what's going on out there 1" 
the economy." 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17>> 
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the world taking over at the expense of 
some of the smaller, more specialized 


Bladon, Senior Operations Co- 

tor at Planet Organic Market, 

think so. According to him, 

lada's largest natural food 

comparable to last year's. 

n't seeing the same rate 

wth. It's dropped from 10 - 15 

r cent down to three ~ six per cent. 

Rediesc cust woke affected first, and 
d aton was hit in early 2009. 

"Absolutely, the people who are buy- 

erganic are still doing it." But Bla- 

en has noticed that bulk products 

amd ingredients like flour are sell- 

ing better, while sales have dropped 

slightly for prepared foods. He thinks 

it's because people are now buying 

more ingredients and actually cook- 

ing. To keep customers coming in, 


Planet Organic is offering more in- 


store specials and distributing cou- 
pons through email. 

Over at the Italian Centre, President 
Teresa Spinelli has seen no evidence of 
@ recession, not at her stores or in her 
day-to-day life. "There's so much doom 
and gloom out there but we haven't 
seen it; it hasn't affected our numbers 
and we've had no change in our sales.” 

She says even the pricier items, the 
ones that should be the most sensitive 
if people are watching what they are 


spending, haven't been affected. She 
uses parma prosciutto as an example. 
ASapremium prosciutto, itsells forsub- 
stantially more than a domestic does, 
Spinelli says there are definite flavour 
nuances when you compare the two, 
but the difference in taste isn't huge; 
it would be a good place to start if you 
wanted to economize. But that hasn't 
happened. When she looked at parma 
prosciutto sales, she found they're just 
as strong as ever. 

The Italian Centre Shops also sup- 
ply local restaurants with products 
and, again, Spinelli hasn't seen much 
change. "They haven't grown, but 
they've definitely held steady.” And 
she also said that, personally, she really 
hasn't changed any of her habits. She's 
always preferred entertaining at home 
to eating out. But when she does eat 
out, she isn’t noticing a bunch of empty 


tables. "Restaurants are packed, even’ 


on Tuesday nights.” 

Artisan bread baker Nancy Rubuliak, 
owner of Tree Stone Bakery, hasn't 
seen a drop in her sales either. But she 
doesn't attribute that to the economy. 
“Bread is associated with security and 
comfort. It's the kind of thing that will 
soothe us when we are distraught—a 
psychological comfort." She thinks her 
business hasn't been affected simply 
because people are making a conscious 
decision not to buy that new fridge or 
take that vacation. Instead they are 
treating themselves to a small luxury 
items, like a really good loaf of bread. 

Vendors at the Old Strathcona 
Farmers' Market don’t seem to be af- 
fected by the downturn in the economy 
either. "Vendors keep records of their 
sales from year to year, and everyone 
I'm talking to is saying that they're hav- 
ing their best sales ever," claims Lisa 
Prkusic, general manager of the OSFM. 
She thinks the decline is just starting to 
hit Edmonton, but she's confident the 
farmers’ market will remain busy. "We 
have products you just can’t get any- 
where else and people are very devoted 
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YOU SAID IT WOULDN'T BE BUSY >> Well luckily I was wrong //an Hostyn 


to their causes whether it's buying or- 
ganic, purchasing local or becoming 
greener in someway or another.” 

Bill O'Gorman, otherwise known 
as Baker Bill, sells his wholesome 
bread at a few farmers’ markets and 


has noticed a couple of trends. At the 
Sherwood Park Market, which seems 
to attract more of a family crowd, 
shoppers are buying less of the more 
expensive loaves, but the buns and 
the simpler loaves that cost a bit less 


JUMP START 
YOUR DAY! 


with hash browns & coffee 


‘Rickys 
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Hurry in... this offer is too good fo last! 
Mondays to Thursdays, until | Lam. 
Available in all Edmonton locations, 
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are selling better. He's not sure why 
the sudden interest in buns but he's 
heard a few comments from people 
about having “just enough money to 
buy a few buns.” 

He's also noticed that customers 
are paying with smaller bills—fives 
instead of the 10s, 20s and even 50s 
that used to be common. Last year he 
had to go to the bank every week to 
stock up on five dollar bills just so he 
could make change. "I haven't had to 
purchase fives yet this year.” 

O'Gorman doesn't think his own 
spending habits have changed that 
much. He and his wife do eat out less, 
but not because of the cost. "We've 
shifted our diet to fresher, rawer and 
homemade versus prepared food 
items and just find restaurant food 
less enjoyable than we used to.’ 

Andrea Donini, along with 
Earthly Delight Soup Co. s 
can also be found at a coup! 
cal farmers’ markets. She's find- 
ing people are buying more of he 
single-serving soups instead of ones 
sold in larger containers. "It seemis 
I haven't been able to keep up with 
the single-serving demand.” She 
thinks more people might be tak- 
ing lunch to work instead of always 
eating out. And she's getting more 
cooking questions, which might 
mean people are wading into the 
whole cooking thing. 

When it comes to her own life, 
Donini admits she keeps a careful 
eye on everything, but her habits 
really haven't changed. Her friends 
are less likely to ask her out for din- 
ner though—catching up over cof- 
fee seems to be more the norm these 
days. And some of those same friends 
are now choosing fast-food more of- 
ten. “It's a lot easier to find a drive- 
thru that will sell you crappy food 
than it is finding something healthy 
and inexpensive." 

So I guess some of us are flocking to 
McDonald's. But it doesn't appear the 
discount companies are taking over. 
It may just be that quality food is 
here to stay, even if you have to cook 
it yourself and find other places to 
cut back. WV 
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Yes, Wecan 
Wecan Food Basket Society offers 
monthly stimulus packages 


JAN HOSTYN 
// {AM@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
Ee month, Wayne Coristine has a 
smile on his face as he tucks a few 
packages of meat into his fridge and puts 
away some fruits and veggies—food that 
has cost him about 25 per cent less than 
what he'd have paid at a grocery store. 

Coristine is the communications 
manager for Wecan Food Basket So- 
ciety, a non-profit organization dedi- 
cated to providing a variety of fresh 
food to its members at a reduced cost. 
He's also a member, and that lets him 
get food for less: 

Wecan has no restrictions and no 
qualifying factors, just a $5 annual 
membership. And everyone can join. 
“It can simply be a middle-class family 
wanting a good deal.” 

The ideais pretty simple. Every month, 
each member places an order—it can be 
a meat order for $12, a fresh produce or- 
der for $8, or a combined meat and pro- 
duce order for $20. And you can place 
as many orders as you want; you aren't 
restricted to just one of each. Then, ona 
designated day each month, you pickup 
your order at one of the depots around 
town that distribute the food. 

Every month Wecan chooses three 
kinds each of meat, fruit and veggies. 
They try to keep the choices as seasonal 
as possible, and they switch things up 
to give you some variety. Your veggies 
might include broccoli, potatoes and 


onions one month and carrots, celery 
and lettuce the next. The meat bundle 
always contains lean ground beef, but 
the other two items vary. 

Thanks to our lovely climate, fruits 
don’t change quite as much; over the 
winter months the bundle consists 
mainly of apples, oranges and bananas 


- and while spring and summer selec- 


tions vary a bit more, Wecan stays away 
from the more unusual fruits. 

Coristine says it's just like buying 
the food at a grocery store, only less 
expensive. 


Along with your membership, you also 
get a monthly newsletter. It compares 
what you paid with Wecan to what you 
would have paid at local supermarkets 
There are recipés too, to give you a few 
ideas of what to make with what you've 
just received. Coristine says the recipes 
just make sense. “Everything we do is 
fresh. It's almost like we're giving peo 
ple the ingredients to make the meal.” 

And they're adding one extra step 
This year members can actually ge 
a small plot of soil to grow their own 
fresh food—and it only costs an ex 
tra $20. 

It's simply a way to save some mon 
ey on your grocery bill, for everyone 
who's interested. VW 
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Delux, with its lower price point 
naturally attracts customers looking 
to spend less money (expect a sec- 
ond Delux in November 2009), but 
Lachance is looking at other ways’ to 
show value to the customer. For ex- 
ample, Lux will be offering a feature 
beef menu in May. "We will be taking 
our regular prime Alberta beef and 
ultimately discounting 20 per cent off 
of specific cuts,” states Lachance. 

Still, don't expect Century Hospital- 
ity, what Lachance considers an “up- 
scale brand,” to start offering large- 
scale discounts. “You're not going to 
drive down the street and see a Cen- 
tury Grill billboard advertising steak 
and lobster for $9.95," says Lacharice. 
"I don't see us discounting our prices 
because we do feel the value is there, 


te all vier cing 


in both the product and quality." 

As a self-described "businessman in 
the restaurant business” (as opposed 
to a restaurateur in the business), it's 
not surprising that Lachance sees the 
recession a little differently than oth- 
ers. "I look at this down economy as a 
real opportunity for us to increase our 
market share by being strategic, being 
innovative and focusing on loyal and 
repeat business,” he says. 

In the end, Radies of the Blue Pear 
advises people to be realistic about 
the economy and small businesses. 
"The resilient ones will adjust and 
get creative in how to solve things,” 
confers Radies. "But we're going to 
lose some [independent restaurants] 
and that's unfortunate. We lost Il Por- 
tico, Four Rooms, and Boulevard, so 


- 


Kh 


they're dropping. We have so few that 
even losing two or three will be pain- 
ful. And for me it's especially painful 
because I know the families that run 
those restaurants.” 

Radies encourages patrons tq be 
more deliberate in how they spend 
their money, and to consider visiting 
an independent restaurant now and 
again. "You might think that your 
dollars don't matter, or that one trip 
doesn't make a difference, but to us, it 
teally does,” she emphasizes. 

With local eateries heightening 
their creativity to entice customers 
to dine out, patrons should seize the 
opportunity to experiment with res- 
taurants they wouldn't normally vis- 
it. Otherwise, they may never have 
the chance. V 
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THE BEST BUDGET DINING 


We love your support, so the next time youdine with | 
us or when you order a Wok Box take-out, please 

bring in this ad and we will give you a 

complimentary order of delicious green 

onion cakes or spring rolls when you buy 

a regular Stirfry and a fountain drink. 


* Offer expires June 30, 2009 g 


* One coupon per customer. 
* Not valid with other offers. 
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The Freshest Asian Food 
In A Flaming Wok 
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goes to... 
O:: a year we like to ask you, gentle readers, which of this 
city's restaurants are at the top of their game. After sorting 
through your answers, we are proud to present here the Golden 
Fork Awards, our annual survey of the best of the Edmonton din 
ing scene. As with previous years, we've divided the categories 
into indie and chain restaurants in order to highlight the best of 
our homegrown talent as well as the corporate dining rooms scat- 
tered across the City of Champions. As always, some of the picks 
are old favourites, some are new ones, and once in awhile a dia 
mond in the rough will pop out. There's plenty of great eats in this 

y () () 0 city, and you've got a whole year to find more. W 
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MENU 
ITEMS 


BEST APPETIZERS 

INDIE (TIE): 

HARDWARE GRILL 

9698 JASPER AVENUE + 780.423.0969 
MATAHARI 

101088 - 124 ST * 780.452.8262 
CHAIN (TIE): 

BOSTON PIZZA 

MOXIES 


BEST SOUPS 
INDIE - SOUL SOUP 
140, 10020 - 107A ST + 780.409.8272 


BEST SALAD 

INDIE - FREE PRESS BISTRO 

80, 10014 - 104 ST * 780.497.7784 
CHAIN - EARLS 


BEST BREAD 

INDIE - TREE STONE BAKERY 
8612 - 99 ST + 780.433.5924 
CHAIN - COBB'S 


BEST STEAKS 

INDIE - VONS 

10309 - 81 AVE * 780.439.0041 
CHAIN - THE KEG 


BEST VENISON 
INDIE- NORMAND'S 
11638 JASPER AVE * 780.482.2600 


BEST DELI 

INDIE - ITALIAN BAKERY 
10646 - 97 ST * 780.424.4830 
CHAIN - SUNTERRA 


BEST SUSHI 

INDIE - FURUSATO 

10012 - 82 AVE = 780.439.1335 
CHAIN - MIKADO 


BEST TAPAS 
INDIE - TZIN 
TONS - 104 ST + 780.428.8946 


BEST PUB FOOD 

INDIE - O'BYRNES 

10616 - B2AVE + 780.414.6766 
CHAIM~ ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 


BEST DIM SUM 
INDIE ~ GOLDEN RICE BOWL 
5365 GATEWAY BLVD * 780.435.3388 


SEST SANDWICHES 

INDIE - FREE PRESS BISTRO 

80, 10014-4104 ST « 780.497.7784 
CHAIN - FIFE N’ DEKEL 


BEST HAMBURGERS 
INDIE - GARAGE 


(nn 


BEST FRENCH FRIES 

INDIE - DADEO 

1OS48A WHYTE AVE * 780.433.0930 
CHAIN - NY FRIES 


BEST WRAPS 

INDIE - FREE PRESS BISTRO 

80, 10014 - 104 ST + 780.497.7784 
CHAIN - BADASS JACK'S 


BEST PIZZA 

INDIE - FAMOSO NEAPOLITAN PIZZERIA 
NI7SO JASPER AVE * 780.732.0700 
CHAIN - PANAGO 


BEST DESSERTS 

INDIE - VI'S FOR PIES 

13408 STONY PLAIN ROAD * 780.454.4300 
CHAIN - CHEESECAKE CAFE 


BEST CHICKEN WINGS 
INDIE - O'BYRNES. 

T0616 - 82 AVE » 780.414.6766 
CHAIN - BREWSTERS 


BEST SWEETS 
INDIE - CAROL'S QUALITY SWEETS 
12519 - 102 AVE * 780,433,8650 


BEST ORGANIC 

INDIE (TIE): 

SKINNY LEGS & COWGIRLS 

9008 JASPER AVE » 780.423.4107 
CAFE MOSAICS 

10844 - 82 AVE * 780.433.9702 
CHAIN - PLANET ORGANIC 


BEST TAKEOUT 

INDIE - LA SHISH TAOUK 
10106-118 ST * 780.452.1333 
CHAIN - WOK BOX 


BEST BUTCHER 

INDIE - ACME MEATS MARKET 
9531-76 AVE * 780.433.1812 
CHAIN - SUNTERRA 


BEST SNACKS 

INDIE - WILD EARTH 

8902 - 99 ST * 780.425.8423 
CHAIN - GREAT CANADIAN BAGEL 


BEST 
RESTAURANTS 


OVERALL BEST 

INDIE - FREE PRESS BISTRO 

80, 10014 - 104 ST * 780.497.7784 
CHAIN - EARLS 


BEST FINE DINING 
INDIE ~ HARDWARE GRILL 
9698 JASPER AVE * 780.423.0969 


BEST MID PRICE DINING 

INDIE - CULINA 

9914 - 89 AVE » 780.437.5588 (MILL CREEK) 
6509 - 112 AVE * 780.477.2422 (HIGHLANDS) 
CHAIN - EARLS 


BEST BUDGET DINING 
INDIE - SHINE BISTRO & CATERING 
9828 - 101A AVE + 780.414.6347 
CHAIN - WOK BOX 


BEST BREAKFAST 
INDIE - ROUTE S99 

8820 - 99 ST * 780.432.0968 
CHAIN - DENNY'S 


THURSDAYS 


MOLSON WING Ni 
SCENT WINGS, 3 50 MOLSON ORAFT Be 


LADIES MARTINI 
450 


GOOD FRIENDS, GREATFOOD Sasy= ere 
AND DRINK SPECIALS TO BOOT 


LOOK FOR LOCAL HEROES iN THE ENTERTAINMENT BOOK: jie 


Lakeview Inn & Suites 
10115-88th Ave | P: 998-7888 


Old Strathcona 
Farmers’ Market 


10242 - 106 ST «780.423.5014 : 2 
CHAIN - RED ROBIN rear -ea Men 


10310 - 83 Avenues 
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780-439-0024 on 800 
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BEST BRUNCH 

UNDIE - HIGH LEVEL DINER 
10912- 88 AVE * 780.433.0993 
CHAIN - HOTEL MACDONALD 


BEST BAKERY 

IMDIE - BEE BELL HEALTH BAKERY 
10416 - BOAVE + 780.439.3247 
CHAIN - COBB'S 


BEST COFFEE SHOP 
INDIE - TRANSCEND 

10416 - 80 AVE * 780.439.3247 
CHAIN - SECOND CUP 


BEST TEA SHOP 

INDIE - CALLY'S TEAS 
8610-99 ST * 780. 432.3294 
CHAIN - STEEPS 


BEST BAVARIAN 
INDIE - BARB & ERNIE’S 
9869 - 62 AVE + 780.430.9198 


BEST GREEK 

IMDIE - YIANNI'S 

10444 - S2AVE © 780.433.6768 
CHAIN - KOUTOUKI 


BEST FRENCH 
INDIE - THE CREPERIE 
10220 - 103ST * 780.420.6656 


BEST ITALIAN 

INDIE - SICILIAN PASTA KITCHEN 

805 SADDLEBACK RD « 780.435.3888 
11239 JASPER AVE * 780.488.3838 
CHAIN ~ SORRENTINO'S 
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BEST CHINESE 
INDIE -LINGNAN 
10582 - 104 ST + 780.426.3975 


BEST THA! 

INDIE 

THE KING & 1 

8208 - 107 ST + 780.433.2222 


BEST JAPANESE 

INDIE- FURUSATO 

10012 - 82 AVE » 780.439.1335 
CHAIN - JAPANESE VILLAGE 


BEST EAST INDIAN/TANDOORI 
IMDIE ~ KHAZANA 

10177 - 107 ST + 780.702.0330 

CHAIN - NEW ASIAN VILLAGE 


BEST MEXICAN/LATIN AMERICAN 
INDIE = ACAJUTLA 

11302 - 107 AVE « 780.426.1308 

CHAIN - }ULIO'S BARRIO 


BEST SEAFOOD 

INDIE - BILLINGSGATE 

7331 CALGARY TRAIL * 780.432.7851 
CHAIN- RED LOBSTER 


BEST VEGETARIAN 
IMDIE - CAFE MOSAICS 
10844 - 82 AVE + 780.433.9702 


BEST AFRICAN 
INDIE - LANGANO SKIES 
9920 - 82 AVE * 780.432.3334 


Sport and Wellness 


BEST CONTINENTAL 
INDIE - CONTINENTAL TREAT 
10S60 - 82 AVE * 780.433.7432 


BEST MEDITERRANEAN 
INDIE - PARKALLEN 
7018 - 109 ST * 780.436.8080 


BEST MIDDLE EASTERN 
INDIE -SOFRA 
108, 10345 - 106 ST * 780.423.3044 


BEST EASTERN EUROPEAN 
INDIE - BISTRO PRAHA 
10168 - 100A ST * 780.424.4218 


OTHER 
BESTS 


NEW RESTAURANT 
INDIE - ONE HUNDRED 
10009 - 101A AVE » 780.425.0100 


Centre for 


MacEwan 


a 
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MOST INNOVATIVE MENU 
jMDIE- WILD TANGERINE 
10383 - 12ST + 780.429.3131 


BEST WINE LIST 

INDIE HARDWARE GRILL 

9698 JASPER AVE * 780.423.0969 
CHAIN ~ JOEY TOMATO'S 


BEST BEER LIST 

IMDIE~ SUGARBOWL 

10922 - 8B AVE * 780.433/8369, 
CHAIM ~NEW ASIAN VILLAGE 


BEST FOR WHEN GOING SOLO 
INDIE - FREE PRESS BISTRO 

80, 100% - 104 ST * 780.497.7784 
CHAIN - MUCHO BURRITO 


BEST LATE NIGHT/ALL NIGHT 
INDIE - CAFE SELECT 

405, 10018 - 106 ST « 780.428.1629 
CHAIN DENNY'S 


BEST WEEKEND BRUNCH 
INDIE - CULINA 

9914 - 89 AVE * 780.437.5588 
CHAIN ~ HOTEL MACDONALD 


BEST SERVICE 
IMDIE - RED OX 


9420 - 91ST * 780.465.5727 
CHAIN - ELEPHANT & CASTLE 


THANHS EDMONTON 
FOR VOTING US 


es hee eae 


BEST SPORTS BAR ; BEST BEER STORE 


INDIE ~PLAYERS INDIE - SHERBROOKE LIQUOR 
5420 CALGARY TRAIL « 780.988.9332 11819 ST. ALBERT TRAIL « 780.455.4556 


CHAIN - SCHANKS CHAIN - LIQUOR DEPOT 


BEST PATIO BEST FOOD FESTIVAL 4 

IMDIE (TIE): HERITAGE Days 5 ; j 
O'BYRNES ; 

10616 WHYTE AVE » 780.414.6766 ULTIMATE DINING EXPERIENCE ol a Be 

BLACK DOG INDIE - RED OX 

10425 WHYTE AVE + 780.439,1082 9420 - 91ST * 780.465.5727 THQ NY y fj lj 18)) fll NT 

CHAIN - EARLS TIN PALACE CHAIN - HOTEL MACDONALD 

ser a FOR YOUR VOTES WEVE Wo 


INDIE ~ WILDFLOWER GRILL 

10009 - 107 ST + 780.990.1938 C cz Cc K a) U T 
CHAIN - HOTEL MACDONALD 

BEST WINE STORE ALL TH a 

no-one BEST APPETIZERS 
10111 - 104 ST * 780.421,9463. W j N Ni a R Ss 


7. | AND ee ence UST 


INDIE - SUGARBOWL 

10922 - 88 AVE * 780.433.8369 R U N N E RS U P 
CHAIN - JULIO'S BARRIO AT 

BEST KID-FRIENDLY : 

=e GOLDEN 
12536 - 137 AVE 

CHAIN - BOSTON PIZZA E Oo R K 2 

BEST INDIE GROCERY MARKET i ardware grill 
INDIE - ITALIAN CENTRE AW A g D S ma : 

10878 - 95 ST +780.424.4621 Watch for our new early dining tasting menu 
5028-1044 ST « 780.989.4869 j 

CHAIN - PLANET ORGANIC C oO M Located at the corner of 97th and Jasper 


Reservation 423-0969 


THAT WHICH BOGS NOT. KILL Us, 
ONLY MAKAS US THIRSTIOR 


Quench your thirst at visionary liquor outlets, 
or find our beer at www.albertaliquorguide.com 


YUKON 
RED 


two time 
Gold medal 
winner at 
the 
Canadian 
Brewing 
Awards 


“¥UKO 
SS=BREWING COMPANY 
WHITEHORSE - YUKON 
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9266 - 34 Avenue 
Edwouton, AB. TCE 5P2 


Ph: (#80) 468-9500 


DIVINE FOOD 


DIVINE DRINK DIVINE ATMOSPHERE 
oe = > eeconne eaneitennl 


O am -— 10:00 py 
ry - 10:00 


———= srs 


sRpWALK Burpinc 10220-103 Sr. Epmonron AB 


WWW. SABORDIVINE 80.75 i4 


11i4 


Thanks Edmonton 


FOR your votes! 


& RUNNER-UP FOR © 


e Best New Restaurant 
e Best Mediterranean « 
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REVUE // BUDDHA BOWL 


Bad Karma 


Buddha Bowl has some cosmic wrinkles to iron out 


qi 


NO MORE JUGGS >> Now a big belly //scotc vor 


GORDON MORASH 
WUEWEEKLY.COM 

tdidn'ttakelong forthe Buddha Bow! 

Vietnamese Cuisine & Lounge to 
join the other 26 Edmonton eateries 
on the Pho4i1.ca guide to Vietnamese 
restaurants—even if the website does 
have the address wrong. That there is 
a Vietnamese place on the outskirts of 
town is a bit of a surprise in itself. Last 
time I looked, this was the site of apub 
called Juggs, with everything that word 


implies—bikini babes were in the park- 
ing lot washing cars as part of a promo- 
tion. It did not make me want to crawl 
in for a beer. 

Buddha Bowl, however, is a bit differ- 
ent, though there remains the feel of a 
watering hole to the place. Washrooms 
are directly to the right on entry, the bet- 
ter to sluice away the excess beer. The 
bar is further to the right in a darkened 
enclave. There's a big-ass flat-screen 
TV set in the corner of the room, and 
over dinner, we watch the Cleveland 


PPTL ML LLL LULL LLC TTT 


Cavaliers whomp the Atlanta Hav 
20 points. There are a few nods t 
dhist and Vietnamese art on the w 
which are redolent of rumpus © 
fake brickwork. 

This is a slow night. There's one t@ 
out customer while we're there, a wor! 
ing stiff in overalls who seems t 
just a beer, thank you very muc 
a pair of fellas in the corner downing 
mugs of draft. One of them spo! 
T-shirt that reads: “Practice safe se 
Go fuck yourself." Witty, that. Perhap 


suecinninnnnir anv peNSevEAT An cnuarusotorascnecegrnnenarecctsanonnentenicnscnseoveesrcisaivvseorasnvnnensvneonenenscesneanaenernaniie 


3 leftover from the Juggs regime. I ask 
our server-bartender whether Buddha 
Bowl is a bar or a restaurant, and she 
says: “We're a Vietnamese restaurant. 
We're trying to close early enough so 
that we don't get the ‘spillover crowd." 

OK then, restaurant it is. There are 

to every Vietnamese meal. A 
bow! of pho—but that usually turns 
into a meal unto itself with a hearty 
stock braced with noodles, sprouts, 
fresh chilies and the requisite fresh ba- 
sil, torn and then tossed into the fray, 
along with a squeeze of fresh lime juice 
and chopped peanuts for colour and 
crunch. We try not to miss the spring 
rolls or the rice paper-wrapped salad 
rolls with their dipping peanut- and 
rice vinegar-based sauces of equal parts 
sweet and sting. 

Here, we are presented with a menu 
whose "Vietnamese" food offerings are 
23 items strong—or 20 when you dis- 
count some of the offerings like green 
onion cakes, dry garlic ribs or chicken 

that are from other cultures or 
are known as pub grub. 

So, we stick to the standards, because 
there's not much choice beyond them, 
hoping that what we order has not 
overstayed its welcome. We discover 


a q Finally, we hit = 
ahome run 


with one of the 
- Buddha Bowl's 
‘four rice dishes— 
lemongrass 
shrimp. It is 
almost as if 
this came from 
another kitchen 
completely. 
that what we have ordered—inadver- 
tently, mind you, as the menu descrip- 
tions are so slight—is something of a 
theme meal, better known as "A Night 
in Vermicelli.” The three cold salad 
rolls ($5.25) are picturesque enough, es- 
pecially with the three shrimp appear- 
ing through the translucence of the rice 
paper. With no seasoning, though, the 
rolls are a bit on the bland side, espe- 
cially with the vermicelli, shredded let- 
tuce and carrot, and a slice of what ap- 
pears to be deli chicken. Some cilantro 
might have helped. Likewise with the 
six deep-fried spring rolls ($7.25), we 
end up with bland but crispy, as they, 
too, contain vermicelli. 
We order a bowl of pho tai chin 
($8.50), a soup that is supposed to con- 


tain both rare and well-done beef, and 
blandness hits again,-even when we 
have added the condiments to bump 
up the flavour. If 1 were to cook as fla- 
vourless a beef stock in my kitchen, I'd 
be embarrassed. There is no rareness to 
the beef, and some of it is in the form 
of beef slices, again from the deli. And 
yes, more vermicelli. l wonder ifthisisa 
version of pho designed to bring in the 
crowds that are not accustomed to the 
real thing. (I later discover that the way 
to eke more flavour out of the leftover 
soup is to mix it with some overspiced 
pho from the Thanh Thanh. Call it my 
version of fusion cooking.) 

So, less than enthused over the apps 
and soup, we anticipate our mains, 
even knowing that one of them is a 
grilled chicken vermicelli ($9.75). This, 
too, is something of a disappointment, 
given that the bowl is constructed of 
shredded lettuce on the bottom, a vo- 
luminous pile of vermicelli in the mid- 
die, and chunks of grilled chicken on 
top, the best-tasting commodity in the 
dish. Decorating the edges of the dish 
are two spring rolls, cut in half, shred- 
ded carrot and a lonely slice of tomato. 
In the middle of the dish is something 
that resembles pickled green onion, 
but there is too little of it to have much 
effect on the spicing. 

Finally, we hit a home run with one of 
the Buddha Bowl's four rice dishes— 
lemongrass shrimp ($11.75). A stir-fried 
combo of onion, green pepper, carrot 
slices and the brightest broccoli I have 
ever seen, the dish stands alone among 
all of our choices for its spicing and 
the fragrance and pungency of lem- 
ongrass. Not only that, but the shrimp 
are perfegtly cooked, providing a sweet 
counter and crunch to the seasoning. It 
is almost as if this came from another 
kitchen completely. 

Despite the name and insistence from 
our server, I'm still not sure what we 
have at the Buddha Bowl. It feels like a 
bar that has chosen to offer Vietnamese 
food as its bar snacks. If, by chance, it 
results in diners taking more of an in- 
terest in trying more authentic vittles 
at several of the other 26 Vietnamese 
restaurants in town, Marthawould con- 
sider this "A good thing." As it stands, 
we're missing spark and nuance, two 
qualities easily found in this cuisine. 
We might be free of Juggs, but in its 
place we have faux pho. W 


eee 
MON-THU GTAM—3 PM), 
FRI~ SAT.G1AM- 10 PM) 
BUDDHA BOWL 
7450-82 AVE NW, 780462 1444 
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THE WINNERS AND 
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(HEC OUT ALL 


RUNNERS UP AT... 


TASTING MENU $45 PER PERSON 


ENTER TO WIN DINNER FOR TWO AT SAGE AND TWO VIP SHOW TICKETS! 


JHE TASTING AMAENU IS INOW, PART-OF RIVER 


THREE ISN‘T A CROWD! 


THREE-COURSE DINNER PREPARED BY CHEF DAVID CRUZ, 
EDMONTON'S 2008 GOLD MEDAL PLATES CHAMPION. 


(TEXT DINING TO 88 a 


GREE’S NEV DIN] 


VISIT bpvERCREERESORT COM Ft 
: Some restrictions may apply. Menu changes daily. Tax'and gratuity not included. While quantities las! 


HOURS: TUESDAY - SATURDAY 5:30 
SUNDAY 5:30 


OPM 
9PM | MONDAY CLOSED 


FOR RESERVATIONS PLEASE CALL 780.990.2634, 


F: 


ANS UN EAP ECT ee 
CULINAR: EXPER KEN ae 


Here's your chance to enjoy a true culinary expenence. You'll 


sample an array of tantilizing delicacies focusing on fresh localiand 
Canadian product. The only thing that compares to dinner at the 


Fantasy Grill is the restaurant's famous Sunday Brunch Buffet. 


\NTASY 
GRILL 
Dining oom 
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CANADA'S FIRST 
& FOREMOST 
INDEPENDENT 

WINE MERCHANT 


ALBERTA'S LARGEST SELECTION OF 


BORDEAUX, BURGUNDY, 
PREMIUM ITALIAN AND RARE 
CALIFORNIA WINES 


WWW. THEWINECELLAR.AB.CA 
WCELLAR@TELUSPLANET.NET 


SERVING EDMONTON SINCE 1985 
12421 - 102 AVE. 
(780) 488-9463 


“1181 4s e 
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South America comes out on top 
Seeing red not just for bull fighting 


CONCHA Y TORO 

DE CASA CONCHA 2006, $25 

| have never hid my opinions of this win- 
ery. | think that Concha y Toro is one of 
the better wineries in the world. 

| don't want to use that state- 


ment too strongly—there vent, Vi0l 


are many other amazing 
wineries—but what | re- 
ally like about Concha y 
Toro is it seems they never 
make a bad bottle of wine. 
Plus, the wines they produce 
are fairly priced, made in sig- 
nificant quantity and have solid avail- 
ability. These characteristics tend to be 
associated with wines lacking in quality 
but not Concha y Toro. 

For $25, the 2006 Marquis de Casa 
Concha is a very solid value. While not 
the cheapest good value wine, it is re- 
liably good. | found the purplish hued 
wine had a rich loaded nose with great 
flow and plentiful fruit. | found plum 
notes to be the strongest. 

The wine begins rather tart with a 
hefty tannin base but has great fruit 
hidden behind. As time progresses, 
the berry flavours begin to establish 
themselves. They flow extremely well 
through one's mouth offering great 
and consistent flavours. This is, once 
again, a very full, fleshy, fun example 
of a Merlot. 

The only passing thought that | have 
is in comparison to the higher name of 
Don Melchor, which is made from Cab- 
ernet Sauvignon. The Marquis, though 
a tremendous bottle of wine, seems to 
have one really good dimension where 
as the Don Melchor changes through- 
out its life. The Marquis should be con- 
sumed rather young. 


vino@ve 


CASA DE CAMPO RESERVE 
MALBEC 2005 $14 


Yet another South American wine; this time 
from Argentina. | was given this wine by the 
agent quite a while ago and only got around 


VINE 


james 
Lyle 


to it recently. As a fan of Malbecs, | had 
some high expectations but the low price 
caused me to temper them. 

This wine shows as a very dark, inky red and 
offers up a very simple nose without much 
presence or defining characteristic While it 
is relaxed and not overpowering, the odours 
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never seem to assert themselves. 

When | got a nice mouthful, | found 
it rather simplistic. There where hints 
of chocolate and blackberries but like 
the nose they never really pounced! 
The body was rather pleasant and did 
offer a smoothness to the wine but 


Ane 


alas, it lacks the spunk and thrill tha 
| anticipate from a Malbec and never 
once did it offer me something tha 
grabbed my attention. 

By no means is this a bad bottle o! 
wine, however, so for those looking for 
a good value, this may be it. W 


TRAVEL 
THE 
w )RLD 
Of WINES 


senor t eeMom 
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519.99 Pen PERSON 
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compromise and 
the Sorrentino’s ver- 


Italian steakhouse concept 

spanking new. I just couldn't 

seem to get that excited about it though. 
But my steak-loving husband could and 
did. It was becoming a not-so-endearing 
obsession with him. So, after a long day 
‘of doing the whole raking-and-sweep- 
ing-and-trying-to-get-the-yard-looking- 
We | through the airy en- 

eway and found ourselves in com- 
fortably brown and elegantly under- 
stated surroundings. A pleasant hostess 
quickly greeted us and, instead of mak- 


ing the much anticipated left toward the 
dining room, made a right into what lap- 
parently mistook for the bar. 

An abundance of TVs dotted the walls, 
while others hung from the ceiling and 
a long bar dominated the left side of the 
room. Everything screamed bar to me. I 
politely asked if we could sit in the din- 
ing room, but our hostess summarily 
dismissed my request with a brief wave 
of her hand. Declaring them one and the 
same, she deposited us in a cozy booth 
and breezed off. 

We had that whole end of the bar/din- 
ing room to ourselves, so we decided to 
settle in. 

Other than the TVs, the room was 
modern and upscale. Even our table 
was simple and delightfully unclut- 
tered, occupied only by wineglasses, 
cutlery, pristine linen napkins and a 
single flickering candle. 

Red wine was a must, and the wine list 
proved to be as impressive as it was en- 
tertaining. They have an amazing selec- 
tion, and it was fascinating to check out 
the prices. Even the range of sizes was in- 
teresting-you could order a single glass, 
a 3-litre jeroboam (20 glasses worth) or 
anything in-between. 

Driving and the jeroboam definitely 
wouldn't mix, so we settled on two soli- 


OVEN SPECIALTIES 


(ak 


tary 8 oz. glasses, a Coonawarra Shiraz 
(s13) and a Vintners Cabernet (sii). 

While we waited for our wine, and 
then waited some more, we turned our 
attention to the menu. The focus is on 
hormone- and antibiotic-free Steaks, 
but there's also a range of other options, 
most with a decidedly Italian feel—the 
numerous pastas, the antipasti, and even 
the salads. 

My husband knew he wanted steak, it 
was justa matter of which. He toyed with 
the thought of ordering their signature 
steak, the 14 oz. "Bistecca," but ended up 
showing a rare bit of restraint and went 
with the 10 oz. New York Strip ($32.00). 
The steaks are all simply done, dressed 
with only a touch of sea salt and black 
pepper and a drizzle of herb-infused ol- 
ive oil. You can add one of a number of 
sauces to your order, but my husband 
didn't want any distractions. 

lorderedtheSable Fish($36.00), despite 
my husband's warning that steakhouses 
and fish don't generally get along. 


We started with an order of Bruschette 
Trio ($11.00), three lovely pieces of bread 
covered with three equally lovely top- 
pings. Well, two were lovely. The spicy 
vegetable was simply too spicy for my 
timid taste buds. The roasted red pep- 


SINCEREST 
THANKS TO 
THE VOTING 
READERSHIP 
FROM DEVINE! 


per topping was imminently edible, but 
it was the cannellini bean that I wanted 
more of. Creamy and chunky and rich, 
with a wallop of garlic and a hint of 
something rosemary-ish, it was simple 
yet sublime. 

Dinner arrived and, much like the res- 
taurant, the presentation was simple 
and uncluttered. My husband's plate was 
dominated by what Bistecca takes the 
utmost pride in—steak. Nestled under- 
neath that glorious-looking grilled piece 
of meat were a mound of smashed pota- 
toes and a small collection of asparagus 
Spears and roasted red pepper, Crispy 
deep-fried onions provided the crown- 
ing touch. 

The steak, with its slightly charred 
crust, was cooked exactly as ordered, 
something that rarely happens. It was 
also tender and juicy and absolutely deli- 
cious; the steak of his dreams, evidently, 
The garlicky smashed potatoes proved 
to be the ideal accompaniment-rich and 
creamy, and perfect for soaking up all 
that delectable juice. 

The bowl placed before me looked 
positively intriguing. A delicate-look- 
ing piece of sable fish, topped with a 
thick and chunky tomato coulis and 
a few tender pea shoots, gently rested 
on a hearty mixture of green peas and 


plump fava beans. 

The fish seemed to fali apart whenever 
my fork ventured anywhere near it. It 
Was moist and juicy and again, perfectly 
cooked. Bursts of fresh-tasting tomato 
Salice accented the fish nicely and even 
the creamy fava beans worked well when 
combined with the green peas, garlic 
and lingering saltiness of the anchovies. 
At first glance the dish seemed like quite 
the eclectic mingling of ingredients, but 
it turned out to be immensely Satisfying 
It must have been good—not evena soli- 
tary fava bean escaped the ,confines 
my stomach. : 

Dessert was oh-so-tempting, especially 
since dinner was such a success. But my 
stomach was begging me to stop and, for 
once, I listened. Besides, it was just one 
more reason to come back. 

The night wasn't without a few minor 
glitches, namely the TVs and our rookie 
waitress who turned ordering wine into 
an arduous ordeal. But they were minor 
and, in hindsight, slightly humorous 

Tended up smelling like garlic after all 
But it was so worthit. VW 


a _ 
MON — THU (3 PM - 11 PM); FRE&S 
(GPM = 12 AM); SUNG PM - 10 Pm) 
BISTECCA 
2345 - 11ST, 780.439.7335 


PLANCT OR‘¢ 


M A 


12120 Jasper Avenue 
‘7917 - 104 Street - 


ZIN 


Wine and Tapas 


a 
10115 104ST 
780.428.8546 


THANKS FOR 
VOTING TZIN 
THE WINNER 
OF THE BEST 
TAPAS 

CATEGORY! 


ANIC 


780-452-4921 
33-6807 


Open 7 days a week - 9am-9pm 
www.planetorganic.ca 
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Fabulous Dining 


Capitals Restaurant Relaxed dining for break 
fast, lunch and dinner. Enjo jadian cuisine, 
inspired by “AAA” Alberta beef and other loca! 

fare. 


Central Park Lounge Relax in the lush and open 

garden atrium by our Grand Fireplace. Enjoy a 

classic martini or sample a glass of one of our 
rvations 1.866.378.8866 


suttonplace com 


vimtage wines. Experience our “Chocoholic Buffet” 


DEST DUD rood 
DEAT PATIO 
DEST CHIGAEN WINGS 


M AKE us YOUR 


SUMMER 


DESTINATION 


10616-8244 }-o766 WWW _OBYR 


NES COM 
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DISH TRAVEL // HALIFAX 


Rock lobster 


In Halifax, the best seafood is far from the water 


JAN HOSTYN 
// JAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 

pon announcing I was off to spend 

a week in Halifax, I was inundated 
with—"Oh, I've heard the seafood there 
is the best. You won't want to eat any- 
thing else.” Now, given that Halifax is 
nestled right next to the Atlantic Ocean 
and that fishing is one of its major in- 
dustries, even a Halifax newbie like me 
could have figured out that there would 
be amazing seafood there. But I sincere- 
ly hoped that my choices weren't limited 
solely to the water-dwelling creatures— 
fish for breakfast might be just a little 
too much. 

It was evident my sisters and I were 
in Halifax (on a little sisterly getaway) 
almost immediately after our plane 
screeched down the runway. Lobsters— 
pinkish-red cooked ones staring blankly 
out from glass display cases, and the tad 
more mobile but visually less appealing 
bluish-black ones heaped chaotically in 
a massive holding tank—were taking 
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centre stage right at the airport. Yes, 
seafood is big in Halifax. 

But big, or popular, doesn't always 
translate into being good. A kindly Ha- 
ligonian gave us an invaluable piece of 
advice. "If you want good seafood, stay 
away from the harbour restaurants.” It 
seemed slightly backward, but did make 
sense—seafood isn't about to age signif- 
icantly just because its journey has been 
extended by a few extra blocks. 

Tourists flock to the harbour, so that's 
where the touristy restaurants tend to 
set up shop, with touristy translating 
into pricier but somewhat mediocre. 
Granted, the view alone is sometimes 
worth the price, but there are ways of 
getting around that. Try grabbing a 
double or triple scoop of Cow's legend- 
ary ice cream from their lovely little 
cottage on the boardwalk. Take your 
cone, relax on one of the handy wooden 
benches, and enjoy the view. Brave the 
long line-ups; they go quickly and the 
people-watching is second to none. 

There's also no small number of pubs 


DOZENS OF THRILLED 
RESTAURANTS 


BE ERRNO RAE RRS 


and ale houses dotting the wharf. Yo. 
can bask in the sun on one of their pa- 
tios or decks, listen to local musician 
eat British pub food (or not), and im 
bibe in a number of local brews—w 
sampled fare from Alexander Keith 
Garrison and Propeller breweries, ali 
with great success. 

But we heeded the warning and dined 
elsewhere, especially after seeing a 
large seniors’ bus tour disembark and 
descend upon a particularly tacky wa 
terfront dining hall with the requisit 
plastic red-and-white-checked tabi: 
cloths and white styrofoam-y buns al 
ready plunked on the side plates, jus! 
ready and waiting. 

It was once we actually started wa 
dering away from the harbour into th 
downtown area, along Spring Garde 
Road (kind of like Halifax's Whyte Av: 
and through some of Halifax's mo! 
eclectic neighbourhoods—which, by th: 
way, are all within wadking distance 0! 
each other—that we discovered the real 
trend in this little city's dining scene 
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The big focus is on unique little eat- 
eries that sport fresh, healthy, creative 
Menus, using locally grown ingredi- 
ents whenever possible. They certainly 
don't rule out seafood, but they do go 
way beyond it. Instead of being "sea- 
food restaurants,” they are cozy cafés 
and dining spots that also serve memo- 
rable seafood. 

One of our favourites—The Wooden 
Monkey—is a warm and comfy restau- 
Tant that serves organic; locally grown, 
amazingly delicious food and locally 
brewed beer and wine. But it is more 
than that; the walls are covered with the 
works of local artists, and local musi- 
cians frequently take centre stage. And 
while they serve a number of amazing 
seafood dishes—like their haddock and 
Sweet potato chowder or the tangy fish 
cakes with marinated haddock, pep- 
pets, scallions, mushrooms, roasted 
nori, brown rice, and garlic, with a soy- 
ginger reduction—I found it impos- 
sible to overlook their gourmet pizzas 
on the tender and chewy spelt crusts. 
And their take-out/leftover containers 
are biodegradable. 

Chives Canadian Bistro is another café- 


™~, 


‘ 


ish oasis of wonders. You simply can't 
wander past it; there's a TV screen just 
outside the front doors that demands 
your attention. It gives you an unedited 
peek into the kitchen in action, and is 
SO unique, so voyeur-ish, so mesmeriz- 
ing, that it pulls you in and makes you 
want to see more. Before you know it, 
your feet have carried you inside, where 
you are again treated to organic, locally 
grown, in-season, creative wonders. 

Another of our favorites was a little 
vegetarian place on the visually-chal- 
lenged Quinpool Road called Heartwood 
Bakery and Café. Obviously a seafood- 
free zone, but the hearty soups, salads 
and sandwiches, all sporting some sort 
of connection with their organic sour- 
dough spelt bread and focaccia, in a 
quaint and comfy environment, were 
utterly delicious. So delicious [actually 
stuffed a loaf of their spelt seed bread 
into my suitcase—after it was paid for 
of course. 

And if you make the hike over to the 
Hydrostone {a unique type of concrete 
block that was used for rebuilding after 
the 1917 Halifax explosion) district and 
need to feed that pizza urge, Salvatore's 
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Japanese / Vietnamese 
Restaurant & Bar 


Come in & try the best Sushi in 1 wh 
plus traditional Vietnamese food 
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raising coffee to a new level 


thank you Edmonton 


Pizzaiolo Trattoria serves up delicious, 
gourmet, thin-crust pizza with a side of 
history. It seems to be the place to go for 
pizza, although the name in itself was 
enough to get us through the door. 

Halifax also has its fair share of the 
essential ethnic eateries, but we just 
didn't have time to try everything. Talay 
Thai's wickedly spicy Tom Yum Soup 
and relaxed atmosphere had me down- 
ing more than my fair share of Propel- 
ler Ale, though. 

And a few thousand miles didn't mi- 
raculously cure my latté addiction. Af- 
ter a few mediocre creations, I found 
exactly what I was looking for at Just 
Us! Café, tucked away on a rare quiet 
stretch of Spring Garden Road. Part of 
it was the atmosphere—it's in an old 
three-story Victorian house—part of it 
was the creamy, caffeine-laden bever- 
age itself, and part of it was the earth- 
friendly attitude. Their amazing fair- 
trade chocolate didn't hurt either. 

To truly get the flavour of Halifax, stop 
in at one of the multitude of unique 
little local eateries—there certainly are 
enough of them—and, if in doubt, fol- 
low a Haligonian. W 


best coffee 


We're proud to be the winner of the 
Golden Fork award for best coffee 
for the second straight year. 


We'll keep roasting and serving the best 
coffee and espresso in the city as long as 


you continue to enjoy it. 


10444-82 AVE 
433-6768 
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PROFILE // GRACE KALINOWSKI 


New York! New York! 


Strathcona café is a survivor 


JAN HOSTYN 
1 JAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


e grand old front door of the New 
York Bagel Café is a survivor. Not 
only has it managed to retain its re- 
gal composure after years of getting 
banged open and closed countless 
times a day, it has also emerged from 
one of the worst fires in Edmonton's 
history relatively unscathed. Except 
for one slightly charred upper corner, 
that is. 

Grace Kalinowski has always owned 
the café—first, in its original location 
just off Whyte Ave, and now in its re- 
incarnated form on Gateway Boule- 
vard, just north of the Old Strathcona 
Farmers’ Market. She, like the door, 
is a survivor. When the fire ripped 
through the historic Duncan block on 
March 13, 2003, she and the tiny little 
café had already spent over 20 years 
of their lives together, But that night 
changed everything. 

Kalinowski says that although she lost 
everything, she never considered call- 
ing it quits. “It was my life. I wanted to 
reopen; I had to reopen." 

So she did. Only not right away—it 
took time to find the perfect space— 
over a year. And that perfect space had 
to bein Old Strathcona. "Iknewthe area, 
I lived in the area, I loved the area.” 

Nothing was quite right until the day 
she spotted a For Lease sign in the win- 
dow of a restaurant on Gateway Bou- 
levard. She arranged a meeting and 
knew, as soonas she walked in, that this 
was the place she'd been looking for— 
it felt like home. "I took it on the spot, 
without even asking the price.” 

After a few months of renovating, 
that historic front door was once again 
swinging open and closed, welcoming 
customers into its cozy interior. And 
Kalinowski was back where she wanted 
to be. 

Cooking has always been a part of Ka- 
linowski's life. She grew up in Poland, 
and home-cooked meals were part of 


her everyday life. By 13, she was cook- 
ing and “inventing things.” Her parents 
would give her money every day to buy 
groceries, and then it was up to her to 
turn those groceries into dinner. "You 
didn’t have fast food or slow food or 
whatever. It was just home cooking.” 

Things weren't quite the same when 
she came to Canada, just-married and 
pregnant. It was here that she got her 
first introduction to junk food and fast 
food. "I was surprised mothers didn't 
cook for their babies.” 

She and her husband rented a base- 
ment apartment, he put in long hours 
at work and she looked after their 
daughter and learned English, mostly 
with the help of TV and the news. Tired 
of the basement suite, Kalinowski took 
a job as a caretaker so she could live 
above ground—in a third floor suite of 
the building she worked at. 

Within a couple of years they both 
knew they wanted to open their own 
business, so they figured out a way 
to buy Pizza Place in Hub Mall. "I had 
never made a spinach salad or a pizza 
in my life." She hadn't even worked in 
a restaurant before. But she invested 
six weeks of her time, training day and 
night, and learned everything she pos- 
sibly could. 

It was hard, though. "I worked from 8 
in the morning until 9 at night, all day, 
every day." And it wasn't the little café 
she really wanted. Two years of years 
of working non-stop was enough; they 
sold Pizza Place and packed up for a 
much needed vacation. When they got 
back, Kalinowski spotted the For Lease 
sign at the old New York Bagel Café lo- 
cation just off Whyte. "It was so little 
and so perfect." 


Back then, Whyte wasn't the trendy 
spot it is today. Albert's and Hanratty’s 
were the only other places that offered 
something to eat, and there was an old- 
fashioned drugstore across the street at 
the corner Second Cup now calls home. 
"It wasn't a very interesting street yet.” 


Along with a contractor/friend, s}. 
took that empty space, complete wir} 
concrete floors, and totally trans 
formed it. "I wanted a little, cozy, beay 
tiful place with good coffees and cake: 
and little things.” But she knew sh, 
wouldn't make money on just coffee so, 
since she ate bagels a lot, she decided , 
offer bagel sandwiches as well. 

That "perfect little place” lasted fo, 
just over 20 years. Now she's found an 
other perfect little place. 

Although much of the feel of the orig 
inal café has been recreated, with th: 
antique tables, earthy colours and the 
warmth of oak, there are differences 
The new location is bigger—the "litt! 
place,” as she calls the original café 
only had five tables. And the new Ne, 
York Bagel Café is now the proud owne; 
ofa kitchen. "I had no kitchen at the |i 
tle place, just a little bar where [ cou 
make sandwiches." With no kitchen, 
cooking was out of the question. So she 
offered good coffee, bagel sandwiche: 
and cake. 

Now that Kalinowski has a kitchen 
it allows her a bit more creativity wit) 
the menu. She's kept the original ba 
gel menu, and you can wander in at 
any time of the day and order from it 
but there's also a brunch menu that 
served every day from 9 - 3, anda smal! 
evening menu as well. 

Kalinowski still does most of the 
cooking, but she does have a chef— 
her "master egg-maker"—who whips 
up most of the breakfasts. She spend 
so much time concocting homemade 
soups and plump perogies that “a lot o 
this restaurant's customers don't kno 
what I look like—they know my daug) 
ter, Ada, who serves them sometimes, 
and my story, but not me personally.” 
She does miss the personal touch she 
had in the “little place,” but also needs 
control over the kitchen. 

Everything is made in-house, except 
for the breads and bagels, which com 
from Bon Ton Bakery. And Kalinowsk 
uses organic and local ingredients 
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iL >> New York Bagel Café's antique furniture //Jan Hostyn 


whenever possible. “Whatever I can 
buy from the farm i 

The café's specialities include ben- 
nies (eggs benedict), and those perogies 
and soups. "I love bennies. They're not 
just a bagel with eggs and hollandaise 
Sauce—it's also about what goes in- 
between.” She loves thinking up new 


ll 
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combinations and has come up with 
spinach/feta and even foie gras. 

They still specialize in good European 
coffee. "We like to drink good coffee, so 
we like to make good coffee," Ada piped 
up from across the room. “We're not as 
uptight as certain baristas, but we do 
make good coffee.” 
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SKYDIVE // EDMONTON 


Free fallin’ | 


Thrill of skydiving is good to the last drop 


THE FIRST STEP’S A DOOZY >> Vue's Scott Harris 3500 feet abo 
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SLIDESHOW OF SCOTT HARRIS AND 


BRYAN BIRTLES SKYDIVING ON VUEWEEKLY.COM. 


SCOTT HARRIS 
// SCOTT @VUEWEEKLY.COM 


ey warn you back on the ground that 
most first-timers think it's the scariest 
moment, sol'm prepared for it. But when 
the door a few centimetres from where 
I'm kneeling pops open and my body is 
pulled, just a bit and only for the briefest 
moment, towards the wind roaring past 
at 130 kilometres an hour, my heart still 
jumps into my throat. 

It's incredibly loud. And all of a sudden 
the whole undertaking seems terrifyingly 
real. There's nothing between me and the 
cloudless blue sky. I take a quick glance 
out the small opening to catch a glimpse 
of the landing strip, 3500 feet below the 
tiny Cessna 182. 

Ilook at Kelsey Fry, my jumpmaster, who 
is kneeling right in front of me, her knees 


touching mine in the cramped cabin. She 
asks me a straightforward question, yell- 


- ing to be heard over the deafening roar 


of the wind: "Are you ready to skydive?” 
Someone—I suppose it must have been 
me—bellows back, "Yeah!" 

I put my hands on either side of the 
opening and, with an aggressive step to 
cut through the wind, put my right foot 
out onto the narrow platform above the 
wheel. From there, adrenaline and five 
hours of training take over. Left hand 
onto the strut of the wing, then the right; 
left foot goes out; shimmy hands along 
the strut as far as I can go. A deep breath 
as I let my feet slip off the platform; now 
I'm dangling, almost fluttering, hanging 
on with only my hands about seven feet 
from where I was sitting just a few sec- 
onds ago. | make eye contact with Fry, 
then look up at the wing I'm dangling be- 


neath to see the small circle on its under- 
side and yell, "Dot!"—a reminder to new 
jumpers to make sure they don't forget to 
look up, which puts my body in the cor- 
rect position for the next, and final, step. 

I let my fingers slip off the strut, arch 
back, legs and arms spread, and begin my 
first freefall. 


Despite its reputation as a vaguely in- 
sane endeavour, skydiving is actually an 
incredibly accessible sport—probably 
the easiest of any of the so-called ex- 
treme sports for beginners to get into. A 
mid-afternoon, spur-of-the-moment-de- 
cision to finally take the plunge—which 
fellow Vue writer Bryan Birtles imme- 
diately insisted on being in on—was a 
done deal within the hour, and | was a 
skydiver by the following weekend. 

Any lingering trepidation I had about 


skydiving disappears the moment I 
speak with Al Christou, the owner of 
Edmonton Skydive Centre (edmon- 
tonskydive.com), a drop zone that’s 
been operating for almost a quarter- 
century near Westlock, about 45 min- 
utes north of Edmonton. 

Al, who only gotinto skydiving in 2005 
after someone gave him a lesson as a 
birthday gift, has logged an astounding 
number of jumps since then, closing in 
fast on jump number 1000. He tells me 
that despite its image, modern skydiv- 
ing is incredibly safe for first-timers. 

“Anything is dangerous, but it's more 
the experienced skydivers I'm con- 
cerned about,” Christou says. "For stu- 
dents the odds are really, really good 
that everything is going to be OK." 

There are two options for a first jump. 
The first, which he notes has become 


more popular in recent years because 
it requires only about 45 minutes o! 
instruction, is the tandem skydive. Stu- 
dents are harnessed to an instructo! 
who operates the parachute from star! 
to finish, taking students on a descen' 
from 10 500 feet with a 30-second free 
fall that reaches speeds of up to 200 !) 

lometres an hour before the canopy '* 
engaged at 5000 feet. 

"It's minimal training and just abou' 
anyone can do it,” Christou says of the 
tandem option. “It’s pretty much inc! 
dent-free. I've never seen anybody walk 
away from a tandem with more that @ 
bruised ego ‘cause they puked on the 
selves in the freefall.” 

The more involved option is an 
structor-assisted-deployment (IAD) dive 
which requires about five hours of !" 
struction on the ground before the st 
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some le fall down on the land- 
ing. 


ort of thing, but pretty much 
it's safe,” Christou says. "I hate to say 
that it's idiot-proof, but we put you un- 


der such a big canopy that you should 

essentially be able to land it uncon- 

scious in the middle of a forest safely." 
I figure I can handle that. 


From the moment I let go of the strut, 
it takes about five seconds for the main 
canopy to deploy. Because of the mo- 
mentum from the speed of the plane, 
I'm moving forward as well as falling 
(called throw-forward) and accelerat- 
ing during my brief free fall to about 
145 kilometres an hour. 

We're taughttocountto five slowly, but 
none of the students I spoke to actually 
remembered to, myself included. It's all 
a blur of adrenaline and sensation— 
not like falling, not quite floating, but 
something close to both. I look up at 
my canopy earlier than I should and see 
it unfurling, engaged by the small pilot 
chute Fry released as I left the plane. 

There's a surprisingly gentle jerk as my 
canopy fully engages and I slow. My mind 
snaps back to the lesson and I do the four- 
point check: is the canopy a rectangle? 
Yup. Am I flying straight? Damn right. 
Lines neat and symmetrical? Check. Now, 
can I control the canopy? I slip my hands 
through the toggles, little hand straps on 
the front risers of the canopy that control 
it. pull them both down to my waist— 
full brakes—and it feels like I'm at a dead 
stop in mid-air, an incredible, surreal sen- 
sation. Raising my arms, I speed up, then 
brake again. All good. Dropping my left 
toggle down I slowly turn; then repeat it 
to the right. 

The radio strapped to my chest crack- 
les to life. It's Christou, down on the 
ground: "Congratulatiéns jumper num- 
berone!" He encourages metotry a360, 
and even though I'm still a little shaky, 
I do. I corkscrew around, picking up 
speed with the spin, until I release the 
toggle up and fly straight again. Then 
I just play. Full brakes again, and that 
amazing sensation of stopping mid- 
air—and the most beautiful silence. I 
look down past my feet to the ground 
beneath me and spot a hawk slowly cir- 
cling below. All around me is blue sky. 

The radio crackles again, "Congratula- 
tions jumper number two!" Somewhere 
a thousand or so feet above me, my co- 
worker Bryan, who left the plane a min- 
ute after I did, is descending under his 
own canopy, looking down at me. I can't 
resist letting out a joyous yelp of "wooo 
hooo!" that no one else can hear. Then I 
try another turn. 


Skydiving has a long history, with 
French inventor André-Jacques Gar- 


nerin credited with making a jump with - 


the first Parachute from a balloon over 
Paris in 1797. The aviation age brought 
Parachutes into common usage, first as 
safety devices and later to deploy para- 
‘oopers. A surplus ofnylon parachutes 
and soldiers returning after the Second 
World War spurred the creation of the 
‘irst skydiving clubs, and the inaugural 
‘nternational skydiving competition 
as Organized in 1951. 

Since then the sport of skydiving has 
Progressed by leaps and bounds, driv- 
£n mostly by advances in equipment. 
Gone are the classic circular military- 
Style parachutes, replaced with ad- 


vanced rectangular “ram-air” chutes 
that, when their cells are open, act like 
an airplane wing or a glider, allowing 
for incredible manoeuvrability, control 
and tip-toe landings—the features that 
allow for a range of competitive skydiv- 
ing disciplines. 

Christou has a team that.competes in 
formation skydiving, perhaps the most 
well-known event in sport skydiving. 

"Essentially we're a team of four and 
a cameraman, and we have to build as 
many formations as we can in time— 
and in time means 35 seconds from the 
moment we leave the airplane,” he ex- 
plains. A point is given for each forma- 
tion, and some teams manage to score 
35 points, meaning a new formation 
every second. 

A variation is canopy formation, an 
event Bernie Cyr, another diver at Ed- 
monton Skydive with over 1200 jumps 
under his belt, competes in. 

"We get out at 11 000, 12 000 feet and 
We open up our parachutes right away. 
We fly holding onto each other's cano- 
pies, and then you can build different 
formations in the air." 

Cyr also competes in canopy piloting, 
also known as swooping, a discipline in 
which parachutes are flown through a 
set gate course, competing for distance, 
speed and accuracy of landing. 

"You're about six inches off the 
ground,” says Cyr, as ifit's the most nor- 
mal thing in the world. "And we come 
in at speeds basically of 60, 70, 80 miles 
an hour when we're actually coming in 
toland. And we have tippy-toe landings 
right at the end.” 

Style and accuracy competitions, an- 
other common event, area reflection of 
just how advanced today’s canopies are. 
"We compete on landing on a three- 
centimetre disc," Cyr says. "The per- 
son who wins is the person who lands 
dead-centre 10 times out of 10. If you 
land more than three centimetres away 
you're basically out of the competition. 
It's actually that competitive and it’s ac- 
tually that accurate.” 


1, unfortunately, am slightly less precise 
at this point. Christou guides me by ra- 
dio to land ina field south of where I was 
initially expecting to. Icome in at rough- 
ly 25 kilometres an hour with my arms 
extended above my head, and when I'm 
about 30 feet above the ground, Chris- 
tou counts me down to my flare, a steady 
pull-down on the toggles at 15 feet from 
the ground that brakes the canopy to al- 
low for a smooth landing. By some fluke, 
TI nail it and land gently and without so 
much as an extra step. 

Buzzing, I collect my chute, throw 
it over my shoulder and turn in time 
to see Bryan coming in for his land- 
ing. He flares a little early and has too 
much momentum when his feet téuch 
the ground. He takes a few extra steps 
and then does a gentle faceplant. Chris- 
tou's voice crackles over the radio once 
more: "Ahhh, I guess somebody owes a 
beer now—I'm pretty sure they bet you 
were the one that wasn't going to stand 
itup." To Bryan's credit; he at least land- 
ed in the right field. 

Back at the clubhouse we're like giddy 
children, giving endless high-fives, 
lighting Cuban cigars in celebration and, 
of course, discussing how soon we can 
return to go up again for another jump. 
We debrief our jumps with Fry and get 
congratulations from Christou and the 
other divers, most of whom are busy 
packing their chutes in preparation for 
their next jumps. Fry is getting ready to 
go up again—one of our fellow students, 
a 75-year-old former paratrooper during 


his 
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the war is about to do his first jump in 
54 years. He's Fry's grandfather, and he 
puts us all to shame with an absolutely 
flawless landing. 

We hang around the drop zone for a 
while, chatting with other divers and 
watching them land. Dogs run in and 
out of the trailers members have set up 
on-site to maximize the time they can 
spend jumping after they steal away for 
the weekend from their jobs. Christou 
says that in a good season, which at Ed- 
monton Skydive runs from March to No- 
vember, someone working hard could 
manage to log 500 jumps. 

Everyone I talk to says the same thing 
about how they got into skydiving; they 
came out on a whim just to do one jump 
and got hooked. It's easy to see how it 
happens. 

I sit with Cyr talking about the provin- 
cial skydiving competitions Edmonton 
Skydive will host this year on Canada 
Day, and ask him if he still gets a rush 
after so many jumps. 

"I wouldn't be here otherwise," he re- 
plies, looking around the drop zone be- 
fore adding, “This is a lifestyle. There's 
50 per cent of the actual sport of skydiv- 
ing, and the other 50 per cent is having 
conversations like this, sitting at a picnic 
table on a day like this, sharing a drink 
after all the skydiving is done at the end 
of the day and telling the stories. 

"It's one of those things,” he contin- 
ues. "You can’t do it justice. You can't 
describe it to somebody until they've 
actually done it—you just can't possibly 
describe it to anybody." W 


Read Bryan Birtles’ experience on page 34>> 
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BIG ROCK >> Builderers like Archambault see urban structures as opportunities // Erk pate 
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ERIK BEUKER 
// ERIK@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


T: the average Edmontonian that 
youre going “buildering” and 
you'll likely be met with a blank stare. 
Most have never heard of this obscure 
offshoot of modern rock climbing that 
engages some of the best climbers in 
the country. 

The term buildering is a combination 
of the words bouldering and build- 
ing. It is literally the sport of climbing 
buildings and other man-made struc- 
tures in the urban environment. 

Why would anyone want to do this? 
To understand what compels climb- 
ers to risk personal injury, prosecution 
and being labeled clinically insane for 
the chance to climb a structure, you 
need to realize that to a rock climber 
everything is a cliff. What the aver- 
age person sees as a mere doorway or 
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1402 Bow Valley Trail 
Canmore, Alberta T1 W 1N5 
www.canmoreinn.com 


structural masonry the climber sees as 
both an invitation and a challenge. 

In fact, buildering isa large and popular 
sport amongst avid climbers in the city. 
Much of the reason for this is Edmon- 
ton’s relative isolation from the moun- 
tains. Before there were any indoor 
climbing gyms in this city there were 
climbers and mountaineers. In response 
to their geographical isolation from the 
mountains, they sought out artificial 
climbing areas in the city that would suf- 
fice for training. The cobblestone pillars 
of the Groat Road bridge provided some 
of the earliest urban training for climb- 
ing enthusiasts. (Climbing has since 
been banned there.) 

Fast-forward more than a decade and 
several indoor climbing facilities in 
the city provide a great place for the 
climber to train. Yet on a warm sum- 
mer evening the allure to head outside 
is too strong. 


. pring init 


The most aesthetically pleasing ur- 
ban climbs in the city are well known 
amongst builderers and there is a 
consensus among the underground 
climbing community as to their level 
of difficulty. Edmonton resident Dan 
Archambault is one of Canada's top 
competition rock climbers and an avid 
builderer. On a warm evening in May I 
meet him at one of the more popular 
urban climbs: a seven-metre tall gran- 
ite sculpture in the downtown core. I 
wonder if the artist ever imagined that 
her project would entice some of the 
best climbers in the city. 

When asked about the reaction from 
business owners and people on the 
street, Archambault smiles and tells me 
most people are curious and thrilled 
to watch; however, given that these 
buildings and structures are on private 
property it isn't uncommon to be met 
with the disapproval of security guards 
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or police. He recognizes the risk but 
attempts to minimize this by placing 
heavy duty, foam crash pads directly 
below him. 

Even with protection the consequenc- 
es of a fall can be serious; three years 
ago while in Spain on a climbing trip, 
Archambault couldn't resist the urge to 
climb a building. He fell and fractured 
both of his heels. 

As I watch him climb, Archambault 
encounters another reminder that not 
all risks can be mitigated, when he 
reaches the top and is startled by the 
threatening hiss of a goose that has 
nested there. 

Back on the ground we laugh about the 
encounter. “This is certainly a first,” he 
comments. On my drive home! find my- 
self looking at several buildings and en- 
visioning how I would climb them. With 
a little shift in perspective Edmonton 
transforms into a giant playground. W 


Local 1.403.609.4656 
Toll Free 1.888.678.4656 
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UP AGAINST A WALL >> Archam 
bault finds holds on the flattest of 
surfaces // Erik Bouker 
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DIVE // CUBA 


Wounded in the Bay of Pigs ; 


COLIN CATHREA 
// COLIN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Kk injure myself doing almost any- 
thing. But considering how many 
men died here in the Bay of Pigs, ! feel 
fortunate to get away with only a few 
contusions. 

My wife and daughter had never tried 
scuba diving prior to our trip to Cuba 
but the hotel we're staying at offers free 
dive classes in the pool. This is where 
we first meet Eddie. I have been around 
lots of dive masters over the years, but 
Eddie Marti is something special. The 
Cubans are known for being friendly 
people and the staff at Barracuda Dive 
Center in Varadero do not disappoint. 
(Only a particular Czech saboteur, but 
more on him later). 

Karen and Elyse take to the water as 
I expected they would. After a couple 
hours in the pool they are stoked to get 
into the ocean. 

Our first of several dives is a bus trip 
to the Bay of Pigs with an assortment of 
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mostly European tourists. The water off 
the north side of the island is not nearly 
as clear as the Caribbean south, and so 
we head south to pristine seas and fa- 
mous sunken ships. We wind our way 
through the countryside for a couple 
hours past the cities of Cardenas and 
Jovellanos, ultimately arriving at a tran- 
quil blue bay lined with lava rock and 
palm trees. The infamous Bay of Pigs. 

Most people have heard of the bay be- 
cause of the battle that occurred here in 
1961. The Bay of Pigs invasion {known 
as La Batalla de Girén in Cuba) was an 
unsuccessful attempt by a US-trained 
force of Cuban exiles to invade south- 
ern Cuba, with support from US forces, 
and overthrow Fidel Castro. 

On April 17, 1961, four US transport 
ships entered the Bay of Pigs (Bahia de 
Cochinos) onthe southern coastof Cuba 
carrying about 1300 Cuban ground 
troops plus tanks and armoured equip- 
ment. Through secret intelligence, Cas- 
tro had learned of the attack in advance 
and the Cuban forces were prepared. By 
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April 19, two US destroyers moved into 
the Bay to evacuate retreating soldiers 
from the beaches. The fighting ended 
two days later on April 21, 1961. 

The failed invasion severely embar 
rassed the Kennedy administration and 
made Castro even more popular. After- 
wards Castro pursued closer relations 
with the Soviet Union, paving the way 
for the Cuban Missile Crisis a year and 
a half later. 


The road from the north is marked 
by frequent memorials to the Cuban 
dead. There are billboards marking 
where invaders were rounded up 
Some show pictures of them being 
led away. As it turns out, as the day 
unfolds we nearly add another chap 
ter to the Bay's turbulent history. 

We arrive at the dive site and pull 
the bus into a small parking lot 
There will be five Separate groups di- 
vided according to ability. Although 
I'm more advanced, I ask to go on 
the 15-metre dive with my wife and 
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daughter and on the second dive go 
out and see some wrecks. 

My wife Karen looks nervous but 
she won't admit it. My daughter Elyse 
looks as cool as a cucumber. That is 
until her father gets injured. 

A middle-aged man from the Czech 
Republic causes havoc for our entire 
dive. First he pushes by Karen to get 
into the water ahead of everyone else, 
ignoring Marti’s yells to wait for the 
group. Silently fuming, I slip into my 
gear and head down to the water. 

There is about a 20-foot drop off the 
java rock into the water. A wooden 
platform leads down to a ladder to 
descend the remaining 10 feet. You 
can jump from the wooden platform 
but it's not recommended. Though 
really laidback, Marti raises his voice 
to stress, “only one person on the 
platform at a time.” 

Eventually it's my turn and I ease 
out, stopping momentarily to tighten 
up my buoyancy compensator (the 
vest that also holds your scuba tank). 


The next thing I know the Czech hit 
me from behind, pushing me off th 
edge of the platform. |! tumble 

the steep lava rock, hit my head a f 
times and plunge over the cliff inte 
the water. I land feet down—whi® 
seems like a good thing at first but ™ 
loosened vest allows the tank to po! 
up and hit me in the back of the 

as I go under. I blank out. 

Marti is in the water instantly 
holding me face up. come arounc 
remember what just happened 
culprit is looking down at me. I 
him while Martitries to calm me 0 
Luckily Karen and Elyse are oblivi 
to what just happened. As blood 
from my head someone asks if 
are sharks in the area. Thankfully, th 
dive instructors say no. ; 

Marti gets me out and glues my hee 
up. I tell him 1 still want to dive | 
he's not sure it’s a good idea I 
him I’m only going on the shalle 
metre dive with my wife and daugnt* 
and he finally agrees. 


Eventually we are all in the water 
and I'm watching my two favorite 
people in the whole world with smiles 
emanating from around their regula- 
tors. Soon we're down in the coral reef 
surrounded by thousands of fish. The 
water is as clear as any dive I've been 
on in the Caribbean. I can't wait to see 
some sunken gunboats. 

My wife is gliding over the coral. She 
gets a little too close so she starts to 
come up but the same obnoxious jerk 
is above her and pushes her down, 
causing her to scrape her leg on the 
coral. He has broken several cardinal 
rules here. First you don’t touch the 
coral—it's so sensitive it can discolour 
or break from a slight bump. Second 
you sure as hell don’t push someone 
into it as many types of the organism 
can cause harsh skin inflammation. 

Karen gets a slight scrape for which 
she's treated but the mark remains 
evident for almost two months after. 
At this point, the way the casualties 
are piling up it’s starting to feel like a 
re-enactment. 


The Bay of Pigs has a coral shelf that 
goes out a few hundred metres and 
then drops off dramatically, up to 800 
metres in places. Most of the dam- 
aged boats lie far too deep for recre- 
ational divers to reach but there are 
some that are still accessible. 

As it works out, the jerk joins our 
wreck dive. But I forget about him as 
we descend down to 30 metres and the 
boat comes into view. It's perched pre- 
cariously on the edge of the wall. 

The small Russian-built patrol boat 
has been stripped of any and all at- 
tachments. Considering it's almost so 
years old, it’s not terribly rusty or bar- 
nacle encrusted. The boat is home to 
many species of fish. I examine a par- 
ticularly large inhabitant that appears 
to bea grouper. Then, in jest, [grab the 
gun turret and pantomime a few shots 
towards the obnoxious Czech. 

Marti has given us strict instructions 
that we cannot go inside. We explore 
the hull and gun turrets but we all 
Stay outside the boat. All, except for 
the Czech. Before long he's sticking 
his head into the hull. Then bit by bit 
he tries to enter. Marti tries to get his 
attention but to no avail. 

The next thing we know he's diving 
down over the wall at about 50 me- 
‘res. Now Marti is freaking out. We go 
“own to about 35 metres and shine our 
lights at him. He soon rises again but 
‘he damage is done; he’s surfacing too 
‘ast for the depth he's descended to 


THIRTY METRES BELOW >> Even at depth, light breaks across the hull /cotn cathres 


and we're instructed to head to shore. 
The dive is cut short. I'm almost wish- 
ing he would get the bends, 

As we ascend slowly, I think of the 


* first of the invasion forces entering 


this bay underwater with their primi- 
tive scuba gear. I don’t know if they 
were scouting for mines or just forces 
on the shore but I’m sure I would have 
gone through a tank of gas quickly. 

We stop at regular intervals, at 
depths required for safe surfacing. I 
let the nitrogen slowly permeate from 
my blood and wonder what it was like 
to see the mighty US retreating while 
Cuban gunfire surrounded the Bay. 
Such a contrast from this tranquil un- 
derwater setting. 

As the day winds down, we get into 
the bus and head north back to the 
hotel._At the dive center Marti pulls 
me aside and apologizes for the jerk's 
behavior. He offers to take us back on 
a “personal tour.” A few days later the 
four of us are heading back in a small 
van loaded with dive gear. We hit the 
ocean for two more exclusive dives 
without interference. 

Afterwards, Martitakes usto his aunt's 
house right on the bay for fresh barbe- 
cued lobster and shrimp caught rightin 
front of the house. Several beers later, 
he returns us to Varadero with memo- 
ries that will last a lifetime: V 


* March 1960: President Eisenhower 
directs CIA to train and equip Cuban ex- 
iles for an attack on the Castro regime. 
* January 1961; President Kennedy se- 
lects the Location for the attack . 

* April 16, 1961: the CiA/Cuban brigade 
fleet converges on "Rendezvous Point 
Zulu," about 65 km south of Cuba. 

* April 17, 1961: an Underwater Demoli- 
tion Team (UDT) of five frogmen lead 
the invasion into the Bay of Pigs (Bahia 
de Cochinos). 

* April 21, 1961: US retreats. Sixty-eight 
US ground forces personnel are killed 
in action and 1189 of the invaders cap- 
tured. Cuba's losses are considered to 
be higher. WV 


Varadero dive centres: cuban-beaches. 
com/matanzas/varadero_diving_centers 


Breezes Varadero resort: superclubscu- 
ba.com/brand_breezes/resort_var/ 


Cuban history (Bay of Pigs) online: histo- 
ryofcuba.com/history/baypigs/pigs.htm 
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Must be willing to huck, grind, crank, carve, surf, trek, belay- 
and have the chops to shoot it and write about it. 
Contact snowzone@vueweekly.com to get started. 
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Lodge & Outpost Operators 
“www.andrewlakelodge.com 
www.christinalakelodge.com 
www.gristlake.com 
www.gypsylake.com 
www.indianheadcamp.com 
www.islandiake.biz 


www.jugbaysportfishing.com 


www.mikisewsporifishing.com 


www.namurlakelodge.com 
www.winefredilakelodge.com 


Guided Day Trips 
Running Bear 780-790-0153 


O VOU remember that scene 

in Point Break where 
Keanu Reeves JUMPS 
ane without 
a parachute? 
Then he, like, totally 


, catches up with 
Patrick Swayze and 
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Your Adventure Begins Here! 


Whether you're looking for a full service fishing lodge package or an 
out-post experience, drive in or fly in, we have the operators who can 
make your dream a reality. 
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/, fights him for the 
parachute? © 


Well, our footage looks nothing like that. 


Watch the Vue Weekly team 
jump out of a plane! 


Parts 
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SKYDIVE // EDMONTON 


Room at the top 


The waiting is the hardest part 
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BRYAN BIRTLES 
/{ BRYAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


<< CONTINUED FROM PAGE 31 


Cae grab, hook thumb, peel and 
punch and punch.” That's how to 
deploy a reserve chute if anything goes 
wrong while skydiving—and the first 
thing I wanted to learn when I showed 
up for the day-long classroom portion 
of my first skydive at Edmonton Sky- 
dive Centre. 

"It's something you'll probably never 
have to use,” they tell you. “I've done 
a bajillion dives and never once had 
to think about it,” they say. That didn't 
matter to me; alll cared about was mak- 
ing it back to land—slowly—no matter 
which chute did the job. 

I'm not the bravest guy in the world. 
No one would ever refer to my balls as 
being made of brass. After Vue news 
editor Scott Harris and I made the deci- 
sion to go skydiving—I got wrapped up 
in the excitement of the moment and a 
sort of two-person herd mentality—the 
whole office thought that Harris would 
certainly go through with it, but that 
Birtles would not. Even my own mother 
doubted me. When I told her I was go- 
ing skydiving and wondered if she had 
any qualms or concerns about her first 
born son's safety, she replied, “Well, you 
haven't jumped yet.” 

Harris was certainly no help. When I 
picked him up at 7:30 am for the drive 
out to Westlock he greeted me with a 
cheery, “Looking like a great day to die, 
eh, Birtles?” On the way out to the drop 
zone our car hit a bird—never a good 
omen, The waiver you have to sign is 
two sided, has more than 10 spots that 
need your initials, a signature line at 
the bottom, an emergency contact 
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space and a list as long as your arm 
naming ailments you can’t have been 
treated for if you want to go skydiv 

ing. At one point I seriously consid- 
ered whether or not I could possibly 
become morbidly obese in the next six 
hours. Maybe I could fake a heart at- 
tack? I think this lump in my throat is 
the flu coming on. 

I spent most of jump school with my 
face in my hands, instruction on what 
to do if something goes wrong feeling 
like the time I watched Stephen King’s ! 
when I was nine. Waiting around while 
our classroom compatriots jumped 
first made me slightly nauseous. Harris 
joked that his favourite Tom Petty song 
was “Free Fallin’. Well, mine was "The 
Waiting is the Hardest Part.” 

When it came to the plane I was first 
in and iast out. I had to watch the side 
door open and see Harris climb the 
wing strut and let go. Atthat point ifig- 
ured, "I'm ina perfectly good airplane 
why jump out?" Jumpmaster Kelsey Fry 
asked if | was ready to skydive. I wasn't 

And then, somehow, I was in the air 
getting jerked awake by the pull of my 
main chute. I looked up and it was 2 
rectangle, all my lines were symmetri- 
cal and I was flying straight. I reached 
up and grabbed the toggles and they 
worked fine—I could controlit. Edmon 
ton Skydive Centre owner Al Christou 
crackled over the radio, bringing me 
in safely. The view was incredible, my 
blood pumped faster and harder than 
it ever has, and I was approaching the 
ground at a speed that seemed like I'd 
rake it through—and I did. 

So I face planted the landing at the 
end—I landed in the right field, didn 
I? And besides, I'll have plenty of time 
to work on my landing when I go back 
this weekend. V 
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A wee, pint-sized climb 
Short but rewarding trek unveils Edinburgh's character 


SHEENA ROSSITER 
// SABENA@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
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the ramp, out of the train station 
Ui the sights of Edinburgh are 
instantly eye pleasing. I've come to en- 
joy the Scottish greenery and the clas- 
sic history that I've only ever readabout 
in books or heard of from friends. And 
I get it right off the bat. 
ig out of Edinburgh Central 
!'m momentarily paralyzed by the 
vista before me: an ancient castle 
in front, the Scottish Highlands be- 
hind. I stand on the North Bridge ina 
crowd of hipsters and families, none 
of whom seem like they're in a rush 
to go anywhere. 

"Wearh yuh goohan luv?" asks the 
incomprehensible taxi driver. I stare 
blankly for a moment before the light 
bulb switches on and I'm able to inter- 
pret the thick Scottish brogue. 

"Oh right, where am I going,” I say. 
“Arthur's Seat, please.” He winds the 
taxi up, down and around the rolling 
hills. The wheels bounce along the nar- 
row cobblestone streets, jostling me 
like a steel ball in a pinball machine. 
In only a matter of seconds it seems as 
though we've left the city behind. 

Just one mile east of the Edinburgh 
Castle we arrive at Arthur's Seat, a 
name that goes back to the days of King 
Arthur. The term "seat" is used in Scot- 
land to describe a high hilltop. This 
seat is a local landmark formed out 
of igneous rock from what was once a 
volcano over two million years ago. At 
only 251 metres high it's not exactly an 
extreme challenge. But the natural set- 
ting, the history and the opportunity to 
immerse in local culture qualify it as a 
worthwhile stop on a traveller's itiner- 
ary, beyond the city itself. 

The cabbie drops meat the foot of the 
main peak in Holyrood Park—a clus- 
ter of hills in the expansive 650-acre 
royal park in central Edinburgh—and 
I'm left on my own to decide how I'm 
going to tackle the climb. 

The hill can be climbed from any di- 
rection, butif you want to minimize the 
challenge, it's best to figure out which 
way is east before ascending. The east 
side is the easiest way to go up. But I 
manage to suffer from a severe case of 
misdirection when I begin huffing and 
puffing my way up a long set of stone 
stairs on the Seat’s west side. 

Tiring but not rigorous, I make my 
way to a flat grassy point halfway up. 
Here, I break to take in the sights of 
the city-meets-countryside, staring 
directly towards Edinburgh Castle. 


After getting enough of the view I 
Start trekking my way to the top, won- 
dering as! go ifI'll blow off by the time 
I get up there. I'm only halfway and it 
already feels like I'm leaning into gale- 
force winds, 

The difficult part of the hike is be- 
hind me but with-the winds moving at 
Such high speed, I proceed with cau- 
on. Inching along I finally reach the 
‘op. It's as if I'm in a wind tunnel—I 
Put all my weight forward and the 
wind effortlessly props me up. 

'm rewarded, however, with a 360- 
degree view of Edinburgh—in King 
Arthur's time, a view that attackers 


on the city. And I share what becomes 
a very crowded rocky peak of Arthur's 
Seat with a number of others, some 
who are out for their leisurely Sunday 
stroll. Others, like me, have come to 
see the sights of Edinburgh. 

Looking to mix things up, Istartto head 
down on the flatter east side of the Seat. 
With chained railings and groomed 
paths, it’s clear that this side of the Seat 
is designed more for the Sunday stroll- 


South Edmonton 


ers than the gung-ho hikers. 

"How yuh duing?” a Scottish hiker 
greets me as he passes, hiking stick 
in hand. It's his fourth trip around the 
Seat that day. Like many other locals, 
he didn’t get his great physique just 
looking out his kitchen window at Ar- 
thur's Seat. 

The Seat is part of the city that Ed- 
inburghers have come to appreciate, 
quite often in greater numbers than 
the tourists. It is just as much a part of 
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everyday life to people here now as it 
was to locals during medieval times. 
As I cross the Seat to get over to the 
far side where there are castle ruins, 
I cross paths with a couple carrying 
a bag of groceries. I guess hiking the 
Seat was just en route. I traverse the 
hill hoping to stretch out the half-day 
adventure but it isn’t long before I be- 
gin to feel a drop fall out of the gray 
sky. I quickly make my descent before 
Iget caught in the middle of Scotland's 
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Not wanting to mess with the easy 
going Scottish style, I leisurely make 
my way back to the side of the Seat 
where a pub is conveniently located 
It's packed, probably with those whc 
fled the bad weather that was attack 
ing Arthur's Seat, I walk up to the ba: 
to get a pint, my second dose of Edin 
burgh culture easily canceling out the 
exercise I managed to do in the first 
half of my day. V 
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) Trail, 780-479-2267 « West Edmonton - 10951 170 Street, 780-484-2700 
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ZIP LINE // METIS CROSSING 


Flying air north 


High wire act balances adventure, culture 


JEREMY 
// FEREMY @VUEWEEKLY.COM™ 


igns of an impending storm height- 

len my anticipation as I saunter 
across the field—harness, ropes and 
carabiners slung on my hips like a gun 
belt—to the start of the Métis Cross- 
ing zip line. A near-forgotten language 
stirs the long grasses growing between 
rusting antique tillers and other farm 
tools. As we reach the first tower, black 
clouds roll across the open plain. 

With its four flights of stairs and 10.5- 
metre-high platform the wood structure 
looks like a fire lookout, except for a 
long steel cable that extends from it to 
another platform some 30 metres away. 

As guide Dryden Card demonstrates 
safe zip line technique, it starts to rain. 
He checks his radio, looks at the sky 
and hesitates. We're about to hurtle 
through the air for up to 45 minutes, 
and once we've started there's no get- 
ting down, no backing out. 

If winds gust higher than 25 kilome- 
tres per hour or there's lightning, the 
zip line won't operate. It happens only 
a handful of times a year but it's early 
season (the centre opens May long 
weekend} and the weather is variable. 
Suddenly, rain turns to hail. We head 
indoors to wait it out. 

In the mid to late 19th century, adapt- 
ing to weather and terrain changes was 


what you need 
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a prerequisite at the Crossing. The Mé- 
tis who first came here could improvise 
a shelter quickly, lashing some wood 
poles and leather tarps into a tent. Their 
red river carts converted from trailer to 
race cart to river raft with just a few ad- 
justments and they could be fixed on 
the fly from the ready supply of wood 
along the valleys and plains they trav- 
elled. These early visitors to the Cross- 
ing didn't have to seek out adventure— 
it was part of the lifestyle, evidence of 
which is displayed on the grounds. 

Today, by contrast, we don't have to 
be as durable or prepared. We are shel- 
tered by modern convenience. But we 
often lose something in the trade. 


For the Métis, assimilation into a con- 
temporary, English-speaking world 
threatened their culturally distinct lan- 
guage, Michif—a unique hybrid invent- 
ed by children as a bridge between the 
European and First Nations languages 
of their parents. 

Along with language, a culture build- 
ing block, Métis heritage began to fade. 
In 2006, the Métis Nation of Alberta 
established the Métis Crossing inter- 
pretive centre to preserve and promote 
their unique history. A barn, red river 
carts, two homestead cabins and sev- 
eral tents showcase the artifacts of a 
rich past, one that blended together the 
entrepreneurial, creative and practical 
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ASPEN ALLEY >> Preparing to zip between the trees //Jjecemy Derksen 


tendencies of two peoples. The Métis 
community at the Crossing embraced 
music, trapping, farming, trading and 
arts, and their spirit lives on in the 
celebrations that are still hosted here 
several times a year, heirs of the lively 
barn dances that used to echo across 


WUEWEEKLY // MAY 14 — MAY 20, 2009 


the North Saskatchewan River Valley in 
earlier days. 

In the cultural context of the Cross- 
ing, a 512-acre heritage site, a zip line 
might seem out of place at first. But 
that would be unfair to the spirit of its 
ancestors. "It isn't Métis but where it 
fits is we've always done whatever it 
takes to survive,” explains Corrine Card, 
executive director. "In the early days, 
they weren't just fur traders, they were 
trappers, fishermen, farmers, hunters. 
Métis people are very resilient and very 
entrepreneurial.” 

The zip line opened in July 2008, the 
same year a group of elders from the 
Métis Nation gathered at the Crossing 
with youth and members of the com- 
munity to try to preserve and pass on 
what they could of Michif. In small 
pockets such as this, through dedicated 
effort, the language is growing again as 
people collect and rebuild its words and 
meanings. It is a language of survival. 

"One of our goals at the centre is to be 
free of capital debt,” says Corrine Card. 
“And that’s what we're doing. The zip 
line is part of that.” 

Shortly after my visit the centre is 
expecting a school visit with 95 kids 
zipping the line in a single day. With 
the foolproof carabiner system, kids as 
young as seven years old can do it, mak- 
ing it a great family adventure. 

With a sriall but dedicated staff, fam- 
ily is a key emphasis both for visitors 
and staff. "It's a real good team,” says 
Card. "The biggest thing is, this is our 
place. Everybody cares about it and 
that's why it works. There's a feeling 
out here.” 

All, including the cultural interpret- 
ers, have tried the zip line and loved it. 
Even Patricia McLeod, an interpreter 
who admits to being afraid of heights 
but says she got over it quickly on the 
zip line. 


Ten minutes after it began the hail is 
gone and the sun is pushing through 
the clouds again. Standing on the top 
of the platform, I'm excited to go. The 


oot tence scoccaesceen AAT 


harness has three ropes attached to cai 

abiners: one is the guide line that zips 
you along the wire, the other two act as 
safety and brake. Dryden Card (the sur 
name is no coincidence; he's Corrine's 
eldest son) clips me in and I'm ready. | 
launch into the endless prairie sky be 
yond the edge of the platform. 

Speed picks up as we go. Card shows 
me how to go even faster by bringing 
my legs in, reducing wind resistance 
by decreasing surface area. 

In total, the zip line has six cables 
stretching over 550 metres in length 
The highest point is over 10.5 metres 
On several lines, I brake too lightly 
and bump the safety pads strapped to 
the poles. I can't help but laugh. 

Soaring over prairie grass and as- 
pen, spruce and birch trees with 
the sun beams splitting the clouds 
to play on the river, it's as if Michif 
sings along the wires—a bow pulled 
over a fiddle string, a ripple of air 
against cloth, a rustle of laughter in 
the trees. V 


re 


* Approximately 100 kilometres north 
east of Edmonton. 

* Located in the Victoria District National 
Historic Site in Smoky Lake County 

* Northeast on Highway 28; south on 
Route 855. 

* Scenic option: take the Victoria Trall 
(Alberta's oldest road still in use) from 
Secondary Highway 38, Explorer An- 
thony Henday was the first white man 
to use the route. 


AMENITIES ; 
Regular admission: $5 (adults), $3 (se 
niors/youth) 

Zip line: $39.95 per person 

Camping: from $10 (tent) to $22 (R\ 
with power) 


MORE INFORMATION 
metiscrossing.com 


. ee La eee 2 Se 


a great place to 
horse around... 


Start your adventrue by visiting our award winning 
Grande Cache Tourism & Interpretive Centre, 
conveniently located on Hwy. #40 


Open all year round G d 
Email: tourism@grandecache.ca JAY Tan ec 
www.grandecache.ca ON Cache 


1-888-827-3790 A Natural High 
780 827-3300 
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Enjoy Hinton’s rugged splendour 


@ Mountainview 
Triathlon June 6, 7 
@ Cultural Fohn 
Festival June 30, July 1 
@ Wild Mountain 
Musical Festival 
July 10,11, 12 
@ Mary Reimer 
Memorial Rodeo 
July 31, Aug 1, 2 


@ 3km Beaver Boardwalk 

@ Mountain Bike Skills Pa 

@ Historical Coal Branch Area 
@ Abundant Wildlife 


@ Mountain. Biking 


~@ Canoeing 


@ Quadding 
@ Boating 


© Golfipg” —F— 


@ Hiking 
@ Fishing 


H 


@ Horseback riding 


= Sy ry) alsi 


mtonu 


OLFICLUB 


2D ae 


50% off the second green fee 
or 4 green fees for the price of three 
if you bring in this coupon. 
Must be a full foursome to qualify 


For rates and further information 


hintongolfclub.com 
or call toll free 


|-866-666-2904 


BXPLORE 
cH ROCKY MOUNTAINS “Albert 
FRON THE FOOTHIL Lia LUE Ti 


= ASSEN? 


IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 


Sa? 2. me os 
iD 


© 5 minutes from Jasper National Pari: Gates 
* Adjacent te Eighteen Hole Goif Course 
© Short 3 mdaute walk from the Parks West Mall 
* Situated next to The Forestry interpretive Walking Trail 
e Just three hours West af Edmonton 
* Free Deluxe Continental Breakfast 
Reems with Jetted Tubs, Full Kitchen & Witchenetes hrvailable 
Rate discounts for AAA, Seniors, Harley & Group Bookings! 


REGULAR RATE 
FROM APRIL | TO JUNE 108 


eleested ais ben north oF Hinton, AB. We're a group retreat & environ- 
3k Seen cheba to 80. 


oat es BIKES « CR i 
ie _ CANOES « SNOW SHOES » KAY, iS 
~ “GROUP CAMPSITES ALSO AVAIFARE 


Wild a July 10, 11 & 12] 


Music Festival Entrance Ranch, 8km North of Hinton 

$45 Weekend Puss (purchased betore June 30th) | 
17 Bands $85 Weekend Pass (purchased after June 30th) 
Free Camping 12 Yrs and under fee | 
Kid's Activity Area 
Food & Art Vendors 


Biot Ca eeenheenimeta ll Sette Sieg ere 
eet a i= ietgeeerteee $5 off c weekend pass with this cae 


rentals 
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Celebrating 75 years ae of service to Edmonton! 


WESTERN CYCLE 


est. 1934 


it's easy to come to the Yukon av 
for DS leemiaa 


focfig flight information or re 
send you information on drivin 
the Alosko Highway. 
Coll or write the 
Tourism Coordinatios 
of Whitehorse 
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You're almost at the end of a tricky : 
climb in Ewok Forest and then— . 
*schlink*—your chain slips off 
before your victorious as- 
cent. You're about to clear 


a the techni- 
cal : rails and— 
“errnnnd—=your chain ring 


implants itself in the bark. 

if only you had a smaller chain 
ring and no chain slip. Then you 
could clear more obstacles and spend : 
less time bending over when you clear- : 
ly have the skill to keep your head high. 
But if you solve the clearance problem 
by going with only one ring, you com- 
promise power and speed. 

Edmonton's enormous river valley 
is riddled with rapid uphill grinds and : 
galloping descents, occupied beaver 
dams, fallen trees and the odd shop- 
ping cart. As a biker in North America's : 
largest urban playground you need a 
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Hammer 


ere ae ite 


; fast, clean transmission. 


The latest release by Hammer- 


+ Schmidt may solve your drive train's 
: Innermost nagging problems. Rumours 
t about a revolutionary shifting system 
: have swirled around for years. Thank- 
: fully, rumours are sometimes true. 


Truvativ's HammerSchmidt is one 


2 chain ring with two-ring potential. The 


front transmission system is similar 


; In size to a 24tooth ring, improving 
} 2 ground clearance. It also shifts like 
: silk without a pedal stroke. To top it 
: off, the chain has a slick guide, abol- 
> ishing slippage. 


Even with a small ring, power poten- 
ial remains. The trigger shifter locks 
and unlocks the ring in the gearbox. 
Locked, the chain ring rotates once 


> per-crank revolution; unlocked and in 


overdrive, you get 1.6 rotations per 
crank. Power and speed, respectively. 
Available in 22- or 24-teeth chain 
rings, the unlocked position yields 
a 36- or 38-tooth equivalent. Using 
the increasingly popular International 
Standard Chain Guide mount, the Tru- 
vativ revolution is coming fast. 
Local rider Ben Fedoruk 
raised his hammer and as- 
sassinated a single track as 
soon as it was released this 


bombed up the ravine near 
my house. The shift is instan- 
taneous, there's no pop.” 

Spec'd for bikes with nine-speed 
cassettes, | asked Fedoruk about chain 


: stress. The single ring acts like a mid- 
: dle ring, making it easier to run the 
: whole rear cassette stack with less 
: chain strain. "Even going uphill, | can 
: dump and pick up gears. The chain 
: stays put.” 


Revolutions aren't always success- 


: ful, but if this weapon brings less 
= chain breaks, no snapped teeth and 
: more victories in our river valley, 
? count me in. W 


spring. "| was giggling as | - 


TOO MUCH TRASH >> Our litter 
wreaks havoc on sensitive ecosystems— 
$0 pick up //Jecemy Derksen 

JEREMY DERKSEN 

// JEREMY @VUEWEEKLY.COM 


oO" 5500 bags of garbage were 
pulled out of the river valley in 
the City of Edmonton's 2008 clean up 
campaign. Fifty-eight shopping carts, 
14 bikes, 12 tires, mattresses and mis- 
cellaneous construction supplies were 
included in the haul. Another 1745 kilo- 
grams of junk—nearly two tonnes—was 
rescued from the river itself. 

These stats shed a sad light on the way 
Edmontonians treat what is supposedly 
our most treasured local attraction. 
And if we're willing to litter in our own 
backyard, what's to stop us when we 
venture out? 

As the May long weekend officially ush- 
ers inanewseason of outdoorrecreation, 
it's time to take stock—and take action. 


Capital City Clean Up volunteer crews hit 
the river valley en masse on May 3 to try 
to start the season on a clean slate. But, 
says City coordinator Don Belanger, "We 
can't get all the litter. The entire commu- 
nity has to do their part. Litter doesn't 
stop because the season changes.” 

The same holds true in other outdoors 
playgrounds and our national parks. In 
asingle day last year, municipality and 
Parks Canada staff in Jasper picked 2965 
kg of litter from roadsides alone, includ- 
ing such items as "underwear, car wind- 
shields, hundreds of dollars worth of 
recyclable bottles ... even a payphone,” 
lists Sean Nardella, media relations, 
Jasper National Park. “Among the most 
common (and foul) items we find are 
bottles of urine from drivers who are un- 
willing to stop to relieve themselves." 


So what's the big deal about that lone 
wrapper in your hand? From a simple 
aesthetic perspective it's an eyesore. But 
more critically, our collective waste im- 
pacts ecosystems. 

"We call it ‘loving our wilderness to 
death," says Renee-Claude Bastien, 
coordinator, Leave No Trace Canada. 
"In the last 30 to 40 years, interest for 
outdoor activity has grown. All of the 
small impacts that weren't so obvious 
because there were only one or two 
people going there, now we have 100 
people all in one spot. 

"It's the number of people impacting 
the lands and areas where we play,” she 
emphasizes. For instance, she says, Banff 
gets over three million visitors annually. 

Where animals and humans cross 
paths, waste is an especially sensitive 
issue. Leaving wrappers or food waste 
can lead to habituation, she explains. 
Animals return to campsites or trails 
expecting food, and larger predators 
can become a threat to hikers and 
campers. Eventually, the more trou- 
blesome may have to be killed due to 
our negligence. 

Smalleranimalsalso suffer, says Chery! 
Feldstein of the Wildlife Rehabilitation 
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TRAIL ETIQUETTE // KEEPING IT CLEAN 


evolution, Beware the filth of May 


-Long weekend ushers in new season, new garbage problems 


Society of Edmonton. The shelter rou- 
tinely treats birds tangled in tinfoil and 
plastic wrappers. Feldstein has also seen 
skunks with their heads stuck in glass 
jars and even a great horned owl stuck 
in a basketball hoop. “I don't care [who 
these people] are, they know better.” 

And that's not to mention the devasta- 
tion wreaked over the last few decades 
by cigarette butts and poorly extiné 
guished fires. 

That's why, as we head out to the bush, 
we should all pack along an ounce of pre- 
vention. How heavy a burden can it be? 

For both veterans and novices of the 
backwoods, Leave No Trace lists tips 
online under its seven principles, says 
Bastien. Some should be (but aren't al- 
ways) common sense, like the hiker's 
creed to pack out what you pack in, or 
being considerate of others. But other 
indiscretions, such as wandering off 
into the bush to camp instead of stay- 
ing at assigned campsites, can also do 
damage. Taking a clipping or other "sou- 
venirs” may seem harmless but how do 
you know you're not raping a sensitive 
ecosystem of important species? And 
that toilet paper you left behind to “bio- 
degrade” doesn't magically disappear, 
says Bastien. 

Local or abroad, natural areas are the 
same. And we need to treat them with 
respect wherever we go. Otherwise the 
litter will keep piling up, as will our guilt. 

Really, how many tons of garbage does 
ittake? W 


WEEE SS SS a 


FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN HELP: 
leavenotrace.ca 
wildlife-edm.ca 
treadlightly.org 


edmonton.ca/environmental/capital-city- 
clean-up.aspx 


tpralberta.ca/parks/volunteer/stewards/ 


Experience the Legend 


Spa - 


Hike - Dine - Fly Fish 


Located near Fernie B.C. 
Island Lake Lodge is a place 


like 


mo 


no other. 7,000 private 
sf wilderness, old growth 
forest and a sp 


facular 
intain lake are 


sure to impress. 


wailable 


new 


Nowhere but up 


The first time Thirza Carpenter, 24, 
ever encountered what's known in climb- 
ing as a “problem,” she was two holds 
from the top of Urban Uprising’s three- 


“story wall before tiring out. Prior to this 


fateful junior high physical education 
trip, the only chalk Carpenter ever had 
on her hands was from the classroom 
blackboard. 

Since donning the climbing gear 
she asked for as a result of 
that trip, she's won three Ca- 
nadian Junior titles, the Na- 
tional Tour de Bloc Cham- 
pionship in Edmonton last 
year and placed 13th at the 
2008 Bouldering World Cup 
in Vail, Colorado. She's now 
ranked 64th in the world. 

A middle child of eight, Carpenter's 
competitive nature is the most probable 
key to her success. All athletes are com- 
petitive, but it takes a certain mixture of 
strength, speed, agility and mental forti- 
tude to excel in competition climbing. 

Not immediately evident to spectators 
who've never climbed themselves is the 
brain game a climber faces. "There are 
different ways to solve every problem," 
explains the petite Carpenter. "To win, 
you have to find some tiny thing to fin- 
ish what others couldn't.” 

Climbing is subtle. "There are so many 
factors: attitude, motivation, how much 
pain you can withstand before you drop 


* Local competition climber ascends'ranks 


off the walL* 

Not unlike other sports, athletes must 
be focused and motivated. In competi- 
tion, each climber gets five minutes to 
assess and solve the problem. Highest 
points are awarded for solving the prob- 
lem on the first attempt, referred to as 
“flashing,” and less with each unsuccess- 
ful attempt. 

"The slightest movement in your 
hip or foot changes how you 
approach the next hold. And 
that little factor determines 
whether you reach the last 
hold and whether or not you 
win. And you only have five 
minutes to do it." 
Carpenter feeds her aggressive 
spirit even more when she's out- 
side. An outdoor climb literally gets in 
a climber’s head, where he or she may 
challenge a problem for weeks before 
solving, if ever. "I've worked on a prob- 
lem for days and didn't solve it. It both- 
ers me still. | dream about it.” 

Thirza is referring to a vll route in 
Squamish, BC called The Egg. Good 
climbers are successful on v& or v5 
difficulty levels. Prior to last year, no 
woman had completed The Egg. "I tried 
to solve it for four days but | kept miss- 
ing the final hold. | was working with 
another girl from the area who's a very 
strong climber but she couldn't get the 
first hold. | knew if she did, she'd solve 


the problem." 

After her Squamish trip, Carpenter re- 
turned to Edmonton to start her third 
year of medical school. She later learned 
that another woman had solved the 
problem first, denying her the chance to 


a The slightest 


movement in your 
hip or foot changes 
how you approach 
the next hold. And 
that little factor 
determines whether 
you reach the last 
hold and whether or 
not you win. 


be the first woman to crack The Egg. 

"It haunts me,” she admits 

With deltoids, lats and traps clenched 
as climbers suction to pebble-sized 
holds beneath an overhang, it's clear 
that climbing is at once overtly fierce 
and delicately restrained. It demands 
total body prowess with the iron focus 
to know when to rest, when to burst 
and how long to remain in the attempt. 
If there's a moral to Carpenter's story, 
it’s that the solution lies in the effort 
applied. You can't be the best female 
climber in Canada if you don't try. W 
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CYCLE 


Quick, name 2 body part that differs : 
between boys and girls. Beyond the : 
obvious, there are several dozen body : 
parts and shapes that distinguish man : 
and woman—and most of these impact : 


what bike you should ride. Since the cy- : 


cling world is now acknowledging fe- 
male nuances—beyond the top 
tube accommodating skirts— 
Revolution Cycle (revolu- 
tioncycle.com) is creating a 
centre to help girls find the 
perfect bike. 

"Edmonton ‘has a_ thriving 
-bicycle community and women 
are a major part of it,” explains 
owner Dennis Aronyk. “We're one of th 


top Specialized dealers in the country : 
and Specialized makes an amazing range : 
of women-specific bikes. So Edmonton's : 
the perfect place to build a Specialized : 


concept store like no other in Canada.” 


Considering the potholed pavement, : 
colossal vehicles and endless winters, : 
it may not be,immediately evident why : 
Edmonton is such a strong bicycle com- : 
munity, until factoring in the river valley. : 
Aronyk couldn't offer any definitive argu- : 
ments but he claims that he's personally : 
seen the number of female riders dras- : 


tically increase. The 2005 Edmonton : 
household travel survey confirms cycling : 
trips have increased 150 per cent since : 
1994, totaling 25 O00 bicycle trips ev- : 
ery day. Many of those are bound to be : 
women, A 4000-square-foot boutique : 
concept store catering solely to this de- ; 


mographic makes sense. 


"Specialized makes the top women's : 
racing bikes, has one of the best cloth- ; 


Ing accessories lead the : 
industry. These concept stores are a big : 
deal in and this is the first of : 


da," says Aronyk. 


: rest of Europe started sanctioned com- 


petitions, organizing climbs based on 
speed or difficulty. Competition climbing 
is now an internationally regulated sport 
governed by the International Federation 
of Sport Climbing, formed in 2007. 

The International Federation of Sport 
Climbing, formed in 2007, governs the 
rapidly ascending sport. A com- 
petition climb can be nailed in 
as little as 7.35 seconds, the 
15-metre world speed record 
held by China's Qixing Zhong. 

Speed climbing is one of 
the biggest spectator sports, 
where climbers race against the 
clock on a sanctioned wall. The 
IFSC also presides over lead climbing— 
requiring ropes and extensive endur- 
ance—and bouldering competitions— 
defined by short routes and big strength 
moves without ropes. 

Zhong currently holds the IFSC 15- 
metre world speed record but Canadi- 
ans are fast ascending the international 
ranks. In the men's category, Vancouver- 
based Sean McColl is 10th place in the 
IFSC world standings. Local Edmonto- 


nian Thirza Carpenter is also making an’ 


impact, winning the 2008 Tour de Bloc 
national championship (women's catego- 
ry) and earning an IFSC ranking of 64th. 


ities 


(See "Nowhere but up" on page 44 for 


more on Carpenter.) The 2009 Tour de 


yele is evolving to meet : 


women's demands. The female-specific : 
centre will open in June. And then you : 
can a bike that fits—and ev- : 


es with it. 


sters scramble up walls. 
But it wasn't until the mid ‘80s that the 


Bloc championships, a bouldering event 
featuring some of the best emerging 
climbing talent in Canada, are slated for 
May 16 = 17 in Montréal. 

For those looking for a primer on the 


: sport, the Alpine Club of Canada, Ed- 
: : monton section, is hosting a presenta- 
Mix spider, gymnast and grit, place be- : 
tween a rock and a hard place and let : 
the fun begin. Competition climbing has : 
been around for six decades, since spec- : 
tators gathered to watch Russian speed- : 


tion on competition climbing on May 


19, featuring a guest speaker from the ~ 


sport climbing ranks. You have to be 
an ACC member to attend but if you're 
into climbing or interested in getting 


: started you may want to check it out at 


alpineclub-edm.org. W 
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» STAY WITH 
FRIENDS 


WML ited abe SRN Sie od ages 
* Toeal “anienities and the town centre. We offer a variety of: accommodations f from cozy cottages ‘te 
y specious suites featuring, welcoming, Recky Mountain, decor’ liturous duvets and. comfortable: beds. 
- Whirlpool/Sauna + Frplce/Krchenattes * Fable Bakery-Fresh Breakfast! __ 780.852.3209 ° 


BearHilll odge.com 
A restful ~e of Reh agparing betas foofiaen le 


One reservation for two of 
Jasper’s most famous attractions 
Guaranteed Maligne Lake cruise time 
Guaranteed Jasper Tramway flight time ae ; 
One reservation » One price + Zero line-ups LV] 3iN LA } 


§ Book in person, by telephone or on-line! Jasper Marketplace 616 Patricia St, Jasp 
780.852.3370 + 1.866.maligne malignelake.com + jaspertramwa’ 


) 
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| Connaught.  « jasperbrewingco.ca 
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NATIONAL PARK - bial 
| ; — <—_ ’ 
(780) 852-3779 www.beckerschalets.com (780) 852-3539 


Special events at Pine Bungalows 

Wildlife Photography Discovery Weekend H 
Birding in Jasper Discovery Weekend : 
Wildflowers of Jasper Discovery Weekend! 
400 years since Galileo, Dark Sky Discovery Weekend 
Walking in the Wilds Discovery Weekend 4 
Human History Discovery Weékend 
Artist in the Pine (annual event) 
ar THE ASTORIA, A FRIENDLY, FAMILY RUN Tree Ring Circus Discovery Weekend 

THAT CATERS TO ATHLETIC AND ADVEN- 
‘TUROUS PEOPLE. OUR RATES ARE MODEST, THE 
ROOMS ARE ATTRACTIVE WITH COMFORTABLE 
BEDS AND LOTS OF AMENITIES. 
COITMAL JASPER LOCATION ADJACENT TO TOTEM'S SPORT SHOP 
AYAWUETY OF RESTAURANTS NEARBY CLOSE TO EQUIPMENT RENTAL SHOPS FOR 

BIKING, CLIMBING. FISHING, AND CAMPING. 

“PAPA GEORGE'S RESTAURANT AND THE DE DOG BAR & GRILL IN THE HOTEL 
-OMPLIMENTARY PASSES TO TRELOCAL ADUATIC CENTRE {THREE BLOCKS AWAY} 
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NEWLY RENOVATED 


f\ GEORGE'S 
ATESTAURANT 


te 


f > = ae mia ; 
Class I ‘Heritage Run’ rafting trip! < Tas : . y <a 
Maligne Rafting Adventures’s most = LK) : 
popular family fun whitewater trip! “f ae eon . 402 CONNAUGHT DR 
Two nights in a two-bedroom F ae i A FA GB 780 -852 -3225 : 


kitchen/fireplace family chalet! 


ite based on 2 adults, 2 children (Pkg can be moditied) ar Ting Ange 


Book the River Bed R&R’ Package at: 
jasperinn.com or raftjasper.com 
1.800.661.1933 or 1.866.Maligne 


ject Jasper Inn & Suites 
Western The Inn Restaurant 
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Circumnavigating the continent _ 
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How three average guys achieved extraordinary feats 


BRIAN ZUREK 
{/ BRIANZUREK@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
ee to obsess about killing and 
eating a rattlesnake,” says Nathan 
Pelletier. “I was a strict vegetarian at 
the time. [That's when] it dawned on 
me that I must be starving; I had to do 
something about my food situation.” 
These were the subtle clues Pel- 
letier's body used to tell him that 
he needed to eat more the summer 
that he hiked across the continental 
US—a total of 4260 kilometres along 
the Pacific Crest Trail from the Mexi- 
-g£0-US border at Campo, CA to the US- 
Canada border at Manning Park, BC. 
“It's a long walk, but it's just a walk,” 
he says as he describes his adventure 
across the California desert, along 
the mountain crests of the Sierra Ne- 
vadas through California and Oregon 
and the coastal mountains of Wash- 
ington. The experience was "the best 
summer I ever spent, hands down.” 
Pelletier is a regular guy but he 
completed an uncommon adven- 
ture. Jared Kolb—by bicycle—and 
Kip Keen—by kayak—had similar 
_gadventures of their own. Kolb and his 
friend Adrian Buckley cycled across 
Canada, some 7500 km from Van- 
couver to St. John's, in about three 
months. Keen and his friend Zach 
Crouse circumnavigated Newfound- 
land, about 2700 km by sea kayak in 
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one glorious summer. 

How did ordinary guys complete 
extraordinary adventures? Because 
they decided that they could. While 
they each have unique opinions 
about their travels and character, 
they also share certain commonali- 
ties that perhaps reveal something 
fundamental in the adventurer's 
mindset. 

For Pelletier, "[the hike] was an ad- 
venture" motivated by Eric Ryback's 
The High Adventures of Eric Ryback 
(1971), an autobiographical account of 
the Pacific Crest Trail's first through- 
hiker. Nathan told himself “I'm going 
to do that some day.” 

Kolb's motivation came while he was 
at a potluck dinner. While listening 
to the stories of a friend who was one 
month off her trip, he thought to him- 
self, "This would be a thing.” Indeed, 
it became a “thing” for Kolb the fol- 
lowing summer. 

Keen contemplated his trip with his 
friend Crouse simply because it was 
something they thought they could 
do. They made it their goal—a very se- 
rious and potentially dangerous goal. 

Although Pelletier, Kolb and Keen are 
“average” adventurers, they were far 
from naive tothe challenges they faced. 
Pelletier preplanned four months of 
his meals, then packaged and posted 
them to outposts along the trail so he 
could restock along his hike. 


Kolb planned extensively for his 
trip, calculating his route, his gear 
and his required daily progress to 
complete his journey. 

Keen poured over maps, considered lo- 
gistics, tested gear and, like Pelletier, he 
posted food to outposts that he would 
visit along the coast for resupply. 


What about training? Pelletier’s re- 
sponce is immediate: “Train? No. 
To train to walk all day, you walk all 
day.” 

"I did some training,” admits Kolb. 
"I got up to 42 km and I thought that 
that was a big deal.” 

On training Keen says, "No. No 
point really. You pick [fitness] up as 
you go.” Fitness improves with ac- 
tivity, yes. But how is one's health 
after 100 plus days of intense physi- 
cal activity? 

Pelletier recounts, "I put my leg up 
and this thing popped out of the side 
of my leg ... I thought I had a tumor 
or something but it was just this 
weird muscle. 

"I was really toned,” he continues. “I 
was skinny as hell. There was not an 
ounce of fat on my body. 

"You're constrained by the kind of 
foods that you can carry, right? Liv- 
ing on a diet of dried foods is not the 
healthiest thing. I was really lacking 
green things in my diet. Through 
part of southern California I found 
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a lot of wild onions, in Washington 
I found berries. Other than that it 
was a dry foods diet. I under planned 
the amount of food that I needed so 
whenever I got a road crossing with- 
in spitting distance of a gas station 
I'd buy bagels and Jiff peanut butter. 
Maybe I wasn't the healthiest that 
I've ever been.” 

"Best shape of my life,” says Kolb. 
But in Northern Ontario, he strug- 
gled with the return of a knee injury 
he sustained two months prior to 
the start of his trip. "I thought I was 
going to give up on the trip; had my 
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I remember people, I rememb-. 
laughs, I remember inside jokes. ;)) 
that ridiculousness that comes 5), 
between two people.” 

Whereas Keen says, "I would have 
different er each time the ques 
tion was asked. I often think back to 
the trip. It becomes an anchor in you; 
life, one of those experiences tha, 
you have that you lok back on an 
recollect; the routine of it all.” 

Kolb echoes Keen; "It's amazing how 
we go on these adventures and they 
become these milestones in our live; 
Everything becomes a benchmark of 


For a year after | came off that hike, I could 
remember every place that | slept along that route 


There were days that were hard—in the desert tha: 
first 700 miles. Ninety-five per cent of the people 
who think that they will hike through drop out. 


whole exit strategy planned.” But his 
riding partner Buckley helped him 
through, urging him on to his home- 
town of Kitchener where they both 
rested for five days. After that, Kolb 
never looked back. 

So what was your attitude going 
into the trip, I ask? 

"In my life, generally,” says Pelletier, 
"there is something about my psyche 
that doesn't allow me to dwell on my fu- 
ture. I tend not to worry about things. 
I felt fine. I felt prepared. Walking out, 
walking from southern California to 
mid-Washington, I had a goal to meet 
[my wife] Beatrice on a certain date on 


*a certain pass in Washington. That's 


what I was walking towards. Those 
last few weeks were the best part of my 
hike. I could have kept going when we 
finished. It was really bizarre. I could 
have turned around and gone the oth- 
er direction.” 

Going into his journey, Kolb says he 
felt "a mix of fear, anxiety, confidence 
and just bliss. Coming out: happy to be 
done. I remember getting to Halifax 
and thinking that I could end it here.” 

Keen's partner Crouse, a_ skilled 
whitewater paddler, held a level of 
confidence that he did not share. "I 
was a canoeist,” said Keen. “I didn't 
know how to sea kayak ... it was at 
least a month before I began feeling 
comfortable with my roll.” 

Keen's self-described “greatest 
strength and weakness" is faith. Rely- 
ing on faith alone leads to sometimes 
harrowing circumstances—but it's 
that same faith, faith in his friends, in 
his decisions, in his experiences that 
has always gotten him through. 


So, what do these three travellers re- 
member about their adventures? Pel- 
letier recalls, "For a year after I came off 
that hike, I could remember every place 
that I slept along that route. There were 
days that were hard—in the desert that 
first 700 miles. Ninety-five per cent of 
the people who think that they will hike 
through drop out.” 

"lL remember the road, you know, 
that's it,” Kolb recalls. "I remember 
that long road off into the distance. 


before and after the trip." 

Indeed, Pelletier, Kolb and Keen of 
ten return to their past adventures in 
their minds to reflect on the simplix 
ity that became their life: the routine 
of the trail, the pedals or the paddle 
For Pelletier, he says the daily pattern 
of life along the trail provided him 
the greatest clarity that he's ever had 
Each of the three discovered his deep 
est meaning in the details of routine 

Routine aside, adventure wouldn't 
be complete without some drama— 
or romance. "How many kilometer 
did you walk a day on average?" Kolb 
asks Pelletier. 

"Less in the beginning and less i: 
the end,” he replies. "The last couple 
hundred miles my wife joined me i: 
Washington... up to that point | was 
walking 30 to 35 miles per day. 

"Was she your wife then?” Kolb asks 

"No," Pelletier smiles. “She pro 
posed to me in a blueberry patch ir 
Washington.” 

Pelletier, Kolb and Keen allowed 
themselves adventure. They allowed 
themselves time. They gave them- 
selves opportunity to discover the 
most basic and meaningful details 
of their character. Their stories are 
inspiring, sure, but it becomes fa: 
too easy to discount our own desires 
for adventure, those trips that we've 
always wanted to do. It's easy to finc 
excuses—limits of time, ability, ex 


‘perience or money. 


But the experiences of these three 
adventurers suggest that life's limits 
can be overcome with the right at 
titude, with careful planning, with 


' faith and-with time. Each of them 


decided to live adventure instead of 
dream adventure. They invested in 
themselves and were rewarded with 
rich experience—experience that 
they now carry with them for the rest 
of their lives, ’ 

A comment from Pelletier sums 
up: "I think that I had a blessed trip. ! 
was just carrying a little tarp to sleep 
under, and before mid-Washington. ! 
put it up twice because of bad weath- 
er. Otherwise, I was under the stars 
the entire summer.” V 
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REVUE // YET AGAIN, AND AGAIN 


Art party 


Chelsea Boida gets festive and geometric 


SARAH HAMILTON 
// MRMILTON@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


helsea Boida's Yet again, and again 
.. gives the impression that you 
missed a great party the night before 
at the Hydeaway. In one comer, pa- 
per stars.and streamers droop a bit, 
while across the rest of the space, pa- 
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TWISTED >> Actually they're 
folded / 


/ Bryan Birtles 


per streamers intermingle with more 
geometric shapes taped to the wall. 
Chelsea Boida, it seems, has thrown 
a party. 


Boida has meticulously cut and 


folded design magazines into large 
circle, star and Crystal shapes, a 
child-like practice that can't help 
but evoke the imagery of snow- 
flakes and home-made party deco- 
rations. Boida pays close attention 
to craftsmanship, meticulously 
repeating patterns and concealing 
the starting and finishing points of 
each piece. She sticks to a neutral 
colour palette, harvesting tones of 
gold, beige and grey for her pieces 
and augmenting them with tones 
of red and blue, which subdues the 
festivity of her work. Boida isn't 
trying to compete with the space 
either, though she does paste over 
part of the windows, obscuring a 
portion of the Hydeaway’'s extraor- 
dinary view, but does so in the same 
way that fog or snowfall occludes 
the river valley on a stormy day. It is 
just part of the atmosphere. 
Looking at Boida’s work, ideas about 
the relationship art has to mathemat- 
ics and geometry come to mind. The 
conversation about the intersection 
between science and art is really hot 
right now, yet the conversation about 
math and art is significantly less talk- 
ed about— it is formalism at its most 
complicated and rigid; yet again the 
notion of “elegance” describes work 
in both fields. Whether we like it or 
not, our sense of esthetics is impact- 
ed by geometry and ratios. 

Not to nerd-dut too much—Boida's 
work is less intense than I make it 
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sound. The use of paper in her craft, 
the absence of a formal subject mat- 
ter, lets her work float on top of the 
Hydeaway, contributing to the afore- 
mentioned festive atmosphere, rath- 
er than detracting from it 


As | blithely mentioned in my re- 
view of Justin Shaw's exhibition, the 
atmosphere of multiuse spaces fre- 
quently drowns out the quietness of 
the art (and most art is quiet in dim 
lighting against a backdrop of elec- 
tric guitar). Yet, curator Institute 


Parachute persistently tries to bring 
in interesting art into meet the chal- 
lenges of the Hydeaway’s space. A 
daunting task, but alt-alterity has to 
start somewhere, and young cura- 
tors have to exercise their muscles 
in safe places where they can stack 
their CV, experiment a little, try 
their successes and swallow their 
failures. As my colleague Adara 
Waldron-Blain noted last week on 
PrairieArtsters.com, we can't con- 
tinue to whine about the stalling of 
the visual arts community, the ab- 


Representation and (re)presentation of one of humanity's oddest artifacts 


As two independent Alberta-based arts : 


writers, Anthea Black and | have chal- 
lenged each other to a writing fa- 
ceoff. Still within the first arch 
of our respective cateers, 
we've decided to exploit the 
guidelines of freelance writ- 
ing by setting a strict dead- 
line, an even stricter word 
count and, to make things 
interesting, we've both agreed 
to write on the exact same show 


What began as an excuse for a road : 
4rip to the mountains has turned into a : 
full-on writing challenge with stakes set : 
and egos on the line. With a deadline of : 
midnight on Friday, May 22, each of our : 
respective 1000 word essays on UK film- : 
maker and artist Steve McQueen's Once : 
Upon a Time (Walter Phillips Gallery, : 
Banff) will simultaneously be posted : 


and cross-posted on PrairieArtsters.com : 
and ShotgunReview.ca. Part marketing : 
scheme, part formal exercise, !am at : 
this present moment filled with : 
dread at the prospect of having : 
t en Record, which remains onboard the 


to follow through 


see how under controlled cir- 


same duration and discussed it freely be- 
tween each other, that writers will inevi- 
tably provide and form theif own opin- 


ions—and that this difference in opinion : ; 1 
: word that comes to mind; “problematic’ is 


is the foundation for more dialogue. 


That said, we couldn't have chosenamore : 
: agery, much akin to the tranquilizing pace 
> of a slideshow, but replaces the original 


minute video work based on Carl Sagan's ; soundtrack of human voices and natural ; 


difficult exhibition to prove our point. 
Once Upon a Time is McQueen's 70- 


We approached this writing : 
challenge to prove a point; to : 
: tee headed by Sagan, along with a sound 
cumstances, where both writers : 
entered the exhibition at the exact ; 
same time and stayed for the exact : 
: Record attempts to tell the story of hu 
: man life through an evolution of image 
: storytelling, numbers, measurements and 
one : 


Golden Record, a 12” gold-plated copper 
disc that holds sounds and images of hu 
man civilization for the potential of alien 
communication aboard 1977's Voyager 7 
and 2. Serving as a time capsule, the Gold 


furthest human-made object from Earth, 


contains 115 images selected by a commit- : 


track of natural sounds and greetings in 
55 languages. As a form of an intergalac- 
tic message in a bottle, Sagan's Golden 


other human-centric codes. “Epic” Is 


another, McQueen retains the original im- 
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: sounds with a series of different voices all : 
speaking in tongues. Known as glossalalia, : 
a form of speech invoked during states : 

: of trance, often during religious fervour, 

> the all-consuming experience of Once 


Upon a Time is hypnotic, frustrating, and 


: densely impenetrable 
The prospect of having to now face-off : 
: on such a subjective representation of : 
: bly internalized fear of intellectual prom 


universality is seriously daunting. Work- 


: ing through McQueen's layering of Sagan : 
: Is already enough, but having the pres- : 
: sure of another writer working on the 
: same issue Is proving to be a far more 
: complicated mind game. 


On one level, there is something po- 


human civilization. In theory, Black and | 


sence of dialogue, the dearth of ex- 
perimentation. If any of this is going 
to change, there has to.be stronger 
cultivation of young artists, curators 
and critics. In spite of their setbacks, 
it’s still in these small spaces where 
these goals are being realized. * 


a @ 
Speaking in tongues 


acknowledge and respect each other a 
writers working within the same disc 
pline and province, and know that even 7 


: we use the same amount of words, eve’ 
: if we use the same set of words, ea: 
: writer will execute their version in a man 
: ner entirely their own. 


On another level, this challenge is test 
ing the waters of an unspoken and proba 


erty that makes most people keep thei’ 
ideas inside, but stifled ideas often jus' 


} fester and rot without some form of light 
: and nourishment. There is also a self 
: doubt that lingers when opinions are * 
: > stake, but there is no right or wrong, jus! 
: etic about approaching this exhibition : 
: as a writing challenge, where two indi- ; 
: viduals are asked to face off on this epic : 
> representation and (re)presentation of 


a flow of ideas that continually shape, 
form, and inform each other. W 


; Amy Fung is the editor of PrairieArt 
: sters.com. 
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I might seem like an inappropriate 
time to be making light of presiden- 
tial assassination attempts, but Clinton 
Carew explains there's a theme that 
runs through Assassins that's perfectly 
timed for the current political and eco- 
nomic climate. 

“{'m hoping that no presidential assas- 
sins will actually come see the show,” 
Carew jokes. His MFA directing thesis 
production of the notorious Stephen 
Sondheim musical features nine fig- 
ures pulled straight from American his- 
tory books, all linked by their attempts 
at assassinating US presidents. 

“It's not a history lesson, it's not a per- 
sonal political thing between Demo- 
crats and Republicans, it's about the 
American metaphor, which is having 
some troubled times right now,” Carew 
says. “The global recession in many 
ways caused aloss of confidence in the 
metaphor. This is a great time to be do- 
ing this play, ithighlights the overfocus, 
the obsession on the individual. We've 
seen what happens when the American 
metaphor starts feeding on itself.” 

Even in the worst moments of Dubya's 
reign, the difference between some in- 
kling fantasy you might have had about 
making the world a better place and 
what these characters actually did is 
that a rational person never takes that 
final step. It's the power of the individu- 
al mind that makes up a wholly impos- 
sible reality where everybody's got the 
right to do whatever they want. 

“This play never argues that it's a 
rational idea, there's got to be a little 
dose of crazy that goes in there,” 
Carew says. “Here's the thing: if you 
can do anything you set your mind 
to, that's a huge amount of personal 
power. If The Secret and The Rules and 
all these things are true, we're all walk- 
ing around as these demigods that are 
able to do anything. It's just that we 
just can't get our shit together—it's 
like we're the most incompetent demi- 
80ds in the world.” 
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Considering Sondheim's track record, 
it's not surprising that Assassins fea- 
tures a big cast, big musical numbers, 
and big sets (with 19 actors, an acoustic 
orchestra of 14 musicians and a moving 
set—Carew's production is one of the 
biggest that's ever hit the Timms stage). 
But it's not your typical crowd pleaser, 
either. “Assassins is uplifting, I think, in 
uncomfortable ways,” he says. “We're 
put in a position where we're asked to 
understand and recognize the gravity 
of the assassinations as an extension of 
our own best wishes—by believing in 
personal freedoms, in believing that we 
can achieve what we set out to achieve, 
the flip-side of that is what happens if 
we want to achieve things that aren't re- 
ally so great. Itis a powerful affirmation 
of the destructive power of 'yes.’” 
Though he admits he would have 
done the show bigger if allowed, it's 
nice to know that Carew's a man who 
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knows his limits. After all, it would 
only be too appropriate for the direc- 


_ tor of a musical focusing on the cult 


of the individual to, um, blow the 
show out of proportion. But when- 
ever you need a reality check, just 
remember poor John Hinckley. All 
he ever wanted was for Jodie Foster 
to think he was cool, Then he tried to 
shoot Reagan. If that's doesn't spell 
crazy to you, you might want to get 
fitted for a strait-jacket. Because we 
really, really like Obama. W 
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he Nina Haggerty Centre for the Arts wishes to thank the Province of Alberta, Alberta Culture and 
Community Spirit, the Alberta Lottery Fund and the City of Edmonton for their incredible support. 
The dream of a permanent new home on Alberta Avenue became a reality 
with the recent approval of a MCEP grant from the Province of Alberta. 
The facility is already under construction on the corner of 93rd 
Street and 118th Avenue, a flagship project in a community 
being transformed by the Arts. The Centre moves to its 
new home in August. Special thanks go to Alberta 
Culture and Community Spirit 
Minister Lindsay Blackett, 
Minister Hector Goudreau, 
Mayor Stephen Mandel 

and the City of Edmonton 
Transportation & Public 
Works Committee. 
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REVUE // BUDDY 


I was born in a small town 
Buddy makes multimedia work 


PAUL BLINOV 
/BLUINOV@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
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he word multimedia gets tossed 

around pretty freely in theatre 
these days, applied to any show 
with a projected background or a 
momentary video segment or two. 
If you're lucky, there's some inter- 


_ action between the actors and the 


media, but multimedia often tends 
to be dispensable, a quick trick that 
sometimes feels lazier than it does 
innovative—which is where Darrin 
Hagen's Buddy separates itself from 
the pack. 

It's a "multimedia" production, yes, 
yet that term fails to sum up the in- 
novative techno-wizardry that beats 
at its heart. Multimedium is a better 
fit: Buddy arms its actors with video 
cameras and has them train the lens- 
es on each other to capture the reck- 
lessly emotional peaks and valleys of 
growing up in a small prairie town. 
It's a production carefully choreo- 
graphed for maximum implementa- 
tion, and a brilliantly inseparable fu- 
sion of live action and video. 

The two titular buddies (played 
by Mark Jenkins and Jesse Gervais) 
are making a movie of their Grade 
12 year, on the cusp of graduation 
and bigger and better things. "You 
don't know what's important until 
way later," one admits, so they try to 
capture it all: vandalism, fights with 
the "dickheads" at school, and even 
boredom, finding ways to fill the 
time. Video is the story here and its 
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REVUE // THE BOX 


This way up 
Stripped of context, The Box is a little light 


ADAM WALDRON-BLAIN 
//ADAMWE@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Wi you see of Cesar Forero’s The 
Box when visiting the gallery isn't 
quite the whole thing. The sculptural 
works on display at Harcourt House owe 
their existence to the dance performance 
which spawned them, and without the 
animation of the one-off opening night 
performance the show contains a curi- 
ous sense of absence. 

As you enter the gallery, all you can 
see is a forest of hanging stuffed fabric 
figures, posed as if dancing and dressed 
in garish clothing and supporting frogs 
and birds made of the same stuff. As you 
walk towards the room from the outer, 
smaller gallery space, the mannequins 
seem intimidating as they crowd around 
the entrance, forcing you to walk very 
close to them if you wish to enter. This 
tense approach has a sense of magic to 
it, and it is surely the best part of the 
installation: although strands of rope 
~ on the floor invite you deeper into the 
space, what they lead to lacks the liveli- 
ness of the hanging figures. F 

Whatlies fartherinto the room isin part 
less exciting because it is so clearly the 
debris left after a performance. Forero is 
in a difficult situation here, as he has at- 
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tempted to create a sculptural work which 
functions on its own terms even after his 
performance, in which it played a crucial 
role, has passed, since the dance element 
of the show only occurs one time during 
the month-long show. But despite these 
efforts, the titular “box,” an assemblage 
of unfinished wood, and its accessories 
do not seem whole on their own. Left in 
a slightly organized heap, probably their 
final resting positions after the dance, the 
items seem largely uninteresting. Two 
rolls of fabric hang from the ceiling, sug- 
gesting that they can be pulled further to 
unroll them, but this implied motion is 
counteracted by the static, unconsidered 
pile of wood that pins their ends to the 
ground. The overall impression is com- 
pletely unlike the sense of movement in 
the figures. 

It is worthwhile to compare this to 
2007's The New Alchemists, by Blair 
Brennan and Catherine Burgess, which 
was exhibited in the same room of Har- 
court House and took a very different 
approach towards implied performativi- 
ty. The work in that exhibition had some 
of the same magical implications that 
the wooden structure of The Box reaches 
toward, but allowed its form to bring it 
to life. The New Alchemists did not have a 
literal performance or dance aspect to it, 


but despite this the work was surround- 
ed with an aura of ritual and of interac- 
tive, transgressive performance. This is 
strongly related to Forero's exploration 
in The Box, in sequentiality and the me- 
diation of elemental dichotomies. In 
the static version of The Box, these ideas 
never really come to the surface despite 
their importance in his statement, and 
we are left wondering what their signifi- 
cance truly is. 

The difficulty for Forero is untangling 
the function of the materials of The Box 
They exist both as documentation and 
residue of a performance now passed, 
and as art objects in their own right, and 
these two functions are here in conflict 
Apparently abandoned in a pile at the 
end of the performance, rather than set 
out for display, the objects seem used up 
and uninviting. Adding to this is the way 
that the supporting material emphasizes 
the primacy of the performance, despite 
the way that the work is exhibited for 
the other 30 days of the exhibit. It’s dis- 
appointing to know that the work prop- 
erly includes video and sound elements 
which are no longer present, leaving the 
space behind the figures as mundane as 
Harcourt’s beat-up carpet. If you didn't 
have the prescience to see this work at 
the opening, it can only leave a sense of 
emptiness in you that the handful of pho- 
tographs on the ever fill V 
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framing device, a strange and tfuly 
wondrous vision from Hagen, Paul 
Bezaire, and cinematographer Ian 
Jackson: the cameras (two in actor's 
hands or on movable stands, one 
mounted on lip of the stage) project, 
live, onto alarge screen set up behind 
the action, allowing perspective and 
camera effects to add cinematic flare 
to the live action, through Bradley 
Moss's well-tuned direction. 

By bringing the camera in close, lips 
and gritted teeth become another 
character; by toying with perspec- 
tive, an arm gets painfully twisted. 
The screens often take more focus 
than the live action, and sometimes 
part of the impression it leaves comes 
from comparing what the actors are 
doing to how it looks via screen. 

It's radically new, and thus there are 
a few flaws—a camera signal flickers 
here or there—but for the most part 
any limitations just get exploited for 
the better. A split-second delay that 
comes when the background screen 
appears in a camera lens, uses that 
hall-of-mirrors effect to make a psy- 
chedelic drug sequence, and you re- 
alize just how much careful thought 
and exploration of the technology 
happened to bring this onto a stage. 
Nothing seems like an afterthought. 

Maybe it's forthe best, then, that the 
script isn't particularly complicated, 
letting the technical work be the fo- 
cus. The big picture comes into focus 
quickly enough in the end, with Ha- 
gen's pen focused more throughout 
on the collected moments of friend- 
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ship, episodic adventures that Color 
these characters and their rejatj,,, 
ship. And colour he does: his \;; : 
ing can turn on the tiniest of dimes 
going from tender to foaringly funn, 
or vice versa in a moment's notice 
scripting an immensely likeable pair 
ofkidsonthe outside ofcool, 

Despite being pretty far from tec, 
age, Jenkins and Gervais sell ther, 
selves with gusto. The former js 
Scrappy bundle of energy, his com 
panion more reserved with adole 
cent uncertainty as they exist, a sor, 
of odd-couple on the fringes of hich 
school. Both are vibrant on stage and 
in complete control of the unusya)| 
technical aspects of these particula 
roles: in one moment they recow); 
a fight scene, and on opening nig} 
they did a do-over so the camer, 
(which then played it back for us, i; 
slow motion) gets it perfect. 

Even when they're going way intc 
the past (meeting via—alphabetica) 
order back in Grade 3), camera angle 
positioned above the actors hei | 
that reality anyways. That's thet 
really: Buddy is a technical m 
that never abandons its human heart 
nor its teenage soul. Multimedia in 
the best sense of the word. V 
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REVUE // ENTROPY 


isord 
Disorder 
Entropy fails to capture 
excitement of chaos 
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RECTANGLES >> What's a guy gotta do 
to get a circle around here? // ciristine Koch 


i 


ADAM WALDRON-BLAIN 
/{ ADAMWE@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
sce mencoormmver maser inunasoesmane seme ena 
hristine Koch's Entropy is a col- 
lection of numerous rectangles of 
black paper covered in various paint 
marks, apparently a kind of scratch- 
pad associated with her main, repre- 
sentational body of work which is not 
shown here. The show is based on the 
simple proposition that “In installa- 
tion they unite to become its [sic] own 
entity and gain merit as a finished 
work of art.” But this is only some- 
what true. 
Undoubtably the installation has a 
crisp, impressive appearance. The uni- 
form black-and-coloured rectangles, 


separated by an even grid of white 
wallspace, covers the walls of Harcourt 
House's small front gallery—including 
the wall blocked by the open door. It 
provokes a certain immediate aesthetic 
reaction, the sharp grid seeming qui 
opposite to the Entropy of the title 

The work does not necessarily offe: 
much more in return for further exam! 
nation, however. One panel features 4 
kind of shopping list of colours, writ 
ten over and under the paint marks in 
white, and this was to me the most in 
teresting part of the show. But the othe: 
panels do not seem to offer any othe: 
specific points of interest. Generally 
they contain a mixture of marks that 
seem considered, and ones that seen 
awkward and out of place, with some 
panels tending more in one way or the 
other. They are all essentially the same 
Some of those that are more focussed 
on exploring one kind of intentiona! 
mark may be interesting as abstract 
studies, but on the whole their pain 
does not capture much excitement 

According to the flyer, the collection 
“speaks to the nature of creating and 
the roles ofthe unconscious, conscious, 
intentionality and ‘accidents’ within a 
studio practice,” butit is not really clear 
whatit is saying. 
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FAWNDA MITHRUSH 
// FOMNDA@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


ou hear artists throw around 
the word “process” all the time. 
“It's about the process,” they might 
say when you're wondering just why 
they went all the way across town to 
hang out in a strip club to research 
for a role. You might find that they 
get moody, or strange, or sometimes 
completely disappear from normal 
life during this "process." 
Sometimes, as an audience member 


‘process 


to score to movement piece, Art on Art 
jiration well 


inspired by a set of thematic photo- 
graphs. If you're an artist, thinking 
about this artistic telephone game 
will indeed make you appreciate this 
show in a different way. For the rest, 
Art on Art is a very welcome, very 
pleasant surprise. 

Weaving through Andrew Smith's 
pulsing, emotive score is Megan Dart's 
script: a witty, rhythmic jaunt read by 
a scientific narrator (Nikolai Witschl) 
who dissects absolutely everything 
into the easy, understandable sum of 
its parts. Breaking down the math- 


You think about the score the playwright listened 
to in order piece together a story, the compositions 


themselves inspired by a set of thematic 

s. If you're an artist, thinking about 
this artistic telephone game will indeed make you 
appreciate this show in a different way. For the rest, 
Art on Art is a very welcome, very pleasant surprise. 


all you want is to be met halfway. As 
you sit in a dark room after shelling 
out your hard-earned dough, you hope 
that when the lights go up you'll be en- 
tertained, moved, inspired or maybe 
even offended, The months of process 
and discovery and collaboration that 
went into the product you're about to 
se¢ are moot—you are viewing the re- 
ality of the present, of that moment. 
So perhaps it’s only when you get a 
show like Art on Art that you think 
about the steps the performers took 
before they got to the stage: you 
think about the score the playwright 
listened to in order piece together a 
Story, the compositions themselves 


ematics of time, memory and even 
relationships, the narrator guides the 
audience through scenes from a bliss- 
ful partnership turned tortured, mori- 
bund marriage. Particularly intriguing 
is his formulaic explanation of love in 
relationships (far too complicated to di- 
vulge here, but it is a scene that really 
makes you appreciate Witschl's quick, 
articulate tongue). 


As the couple, Stuart Hoye and Nicole 
Schafenacker demonstrate a fading 
partnership in a series of abstract 
tableaus that flow complementary to 
the score. Essentially, if you walked 
in knowing nothing of their process 


(which is not outlined or advertised 
in any way on the playbill or during 
the show), you'll see a narrative move- 
ment piece about the loss of love and 
the difficulties of bridging reality and 
nostalgic imagination. Hoye's pure, 
understated expressions are at once 
joyous and heart-breaking: he sees 
her after she's gone only in the sum of 
her parts, the squares and circles of a 
sketch make up her body as she forms 
a spectre in front of him. In reality he 
sees her reflection only, standing be- 
hind him in mirror on the back wall of 
the set. It's a fun visual metaphor, and 
Beth Dart's astute, efficient direction 
incorporates a few of these reflexive 
tricks on the characters as quiet refer- 
ences to the complications of memory 
and reality. 

It all pulls together when this narra- 
tor harks back to the subject of reality, 
and how it's only when people come 
together and realize a collective ex- 
perience that any notion of “reality” 
can be acknowledged. It's a perfect al- 
lusion to the experimental process of 
the company, as well as an uplifting 
thought that the audience is integral 
to creating this particular reality, the 
realization of this process itself. They, 
the bums in seats, are part of the prod- 
uct before them. And it's a mighty in- 
spiring feeling, too. W 
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2005 WINMINO BMORT ETORY 
A rosary in one hand, 2 spoon in the other, each nun recites a 


| Hail Mary per mouthful, and lingers, eyes shut, in an ecstatic 
flush before tasting the next bite and fingering the next bead. 
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Short Story Competition 


Stories should be no longer than 3,000 words, and not previously 
published. Include a separate cover letter with story title and author's 
name. Author's name must not appear on the story itself. The entry 
fee of $30 includes a year’s subscription to Alberta Views. Deadline 
for submissions is June 30, 2009. 


The winner will be published in our December 2009 issue and 
will receive a prize of $1,000. The contest is open to all residents of 
Alberta except employees of Alberta Views. Include a SASE if youd 
like your manuscript returned. Please don’t send originals. 


Mail your submission to; 


Alberta Views Short Story Contest 


Calgary, AB T2S 0J2 


‘Suite 208 - 320 23rd Avenue SW 


Or e-mail: shortstory@albertaviews.ab.ca with “Short Story Submission’ 
in the subject line. The attached entry must be in .txt or .doc format. 


www.albertaviews.ab.ca 
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EDMONTONYOGA STUDIO 


Hatha lyengar 


12039 — 127 Street 


www.edmontonyogostudio.com 


tel 451.8131 
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GITA GOVINDA Trans Alta Arts Barn, 10330-84 
Ave + A Timeless Tale of Divine Love: Odissi dance 
directed by Menake Thakkar - Mon, May 28,7-30pm 
MILE ZERO DANCE DANCE-A-THON Riverdale 
Hall, 9232-100 Ave « Mile Zero Dance is celebrating 
its asth anniversary in—dance with us. Featuring Dj 
Double Tights with DJ Miss Mannered and Lucky 
Dance Party 2000. No minors « Saturday, May 30, 
7-30pm-2:30am + Sio (spectatory$8 (MZD member) 
UKRAINIAN SHUMKA DANCERS-A CELEBRA- 
TION OF SPRING Jubilee Auditorium 11455-87 

Ave « Dance Recital Shumka School of Dance + 
‘Sun, May 31, 2pm « Tickets available for 

through the Shumka School of Dance studio. Info 
at 780.452.5012, 780.455.9559 

USHA DANCE ENTOURAGE, JHANKAR SOCIETY 
OF MUSIC AND DANCE Westbury Theatre, 
‘TransAlta Arts Barns, 10330-84 Ave » Odissi Style 
Gita Govinda » Mon, May 18, 7pm « $25 (adulty/S15 
(student/senior) at TIX on the Square, door 


LONDONDERRY LIBRARY 120 Londonderry 
Mall, 137 Ave, 66 St, 780.496.6708/780.496.1814, 
www.epLca - National Film Board documentary 
Manufactured Landscapes + May 21 « Pre-register 
METRO CINEMA 9828-1014 Ave + Edmonton 
International Film Festival fundraiser presents 
the World's Hottest Commercials « May 14-17, 7pm 
+ $is at TIX on the Square 

STRATHCONA BRANCH LIBRARY 8331-104 St, 
780.496.1828 » National Film Board documentary 
What Remains of Us; May 19, 7pm « National Film 
Board documentary The Magical Life of Long Tack 
Sam; May 26, 7pm + www.epLca 

ZEIDLER HALL Citadel Theatre, 9828-101A Ave + 
METRO DIGITAL SHORTS-EPISODE s: Mostly 
Water Theatre featuring The Surrogate by Darryl 
Merpaw, Big Rock Commercial by Blue Passport 
Pictures, Subversive Transformations by Blazing 
Violet Productions, Sleepover by Highwire Films 
+ Sat, May 30 


RR ES 
GALLERIES + MUSEUMS 
AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave, 
780.482.2854 » MCAVITY AND PEREHUDOFF: 
Catherine Mcavity and Catherine Perehudoff; 
until May 2: - Artworks by Sheila Norgate; 
May 23-June 4; opening reception: Sat, May 23, 
2-4pm; artists in attendance 

ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 10186-106 St, 
780.488.6611 » Discovery Gallery: COMING UP 
NEXT: Featuring works by emerging artists 
Mary Sullivan-Holdgrafer, Margie Davidson, 
and Matt Gould; until June 6 - UNITY AND 
DIVERSITY: Until June 20 

ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert, 780.459.3679 « AN ORDINARY DAY: 
Artworks by Bev Bunker - Until June 6 

ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Sq, 100, 
10230 Jasper Ave, 780.422.6223 » KOSHASHIN: The 
Hall Collection of igth Century Photographs of 
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The right 
prescription for your future 


Student funding available 


Japan; until June 7 » HIROSHIGE ANDO-THE 33 
STATIONS OF THE TOKAIDO ROAD: Print- 
maker Ando Hiroshige’s famous series of Ukiyo-e 
woodblock prints from 1833-1834; until June 7 « 
KRISTY TRINIER-OTHERWORID: 


Re-translating 
a medieval Japanese Noh Theatre play into three 
separate elements (audio, video and text}; until June 
7» Artist Tallc Kristy Trinier, Thu, May 21, 7-8pm; 
Pay-What-You-May admission « POLAROIDS: 
by Attila Richard Laikacs selected 
by Michael Morris; The history of art is rich with 
images that are provocative and challenge societal 
norms. Sexuality and violence are integral to this 
history. POLAROIDS addresses questions of power, 
masculinity and desire with images of nudity and 
inspire others. Parents and educators are encour- 
aged to preview the exhibition; until May 28 « 
LEAVING OLYMPIA-UNVEILING THE IDEALIZED 
NUDE; until May 28 + A SENSE SUBLIME; igth 
Century Landscapes; until June 28 - Panel: Can Art 
Make The World Better?: Sun, May 17, 2-4pm; free, 
ing panelists Michael Phair, André Grace, 
Ted Kerr, Anne Whitelaw, and Kristopher Wells « 
Lectures: Tuesday Tours: Every Tue, 12:10-12:sopm; 
The Story of the Collection with Arlene Hall; May 19 
and May 21 « Free (member)/$io0 (adult)/$7 (senior/ 
student), $5 (6-2yrs)/free (syrs and under)/$20 
(family-2 adults, 4 children) « $30 (adult)/$25 (senior/ 
student/AGA member)/$20 (child under 12) 
CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103-95 
Ave, 780.462.3427 » POT-POURRI: The ASA's Small 
is All echibit, Vivianne Montpellier's paintings and 
members’ artworks + Until May 20 
CHRISTL BERGSTROM'S RED GALLERY 
9621-82 Ave, 780.498.1984 + MYSELF, THE 
PORTRAIT: A series of male portraits and 
other works + Until Aug 30 
CROOKED POT GALLERY 4912-5 Ave, Stony Plain, 
780.963.9573 = INTO THE GARDEN: Garden and 
patio items by Marian Majeau « Through May 
ELECTRUM GALLERY 22419 Stony Plain Rd, 
780.482.1402 « COLLECTION 2009; Gold and silver 
jewellery by Wayne Mackenzie, Janet Stein, Meghan 
‘Wagg, Susan Kun, Bayot Heer, Jesper Jensen Dietje 
Hagedoom, John Blair, Jackie Anderson. Paintings, 
wood, glass artworks, as well as ceramics, washi- 
Chigiri-e, and photographs by various artists 
FAB GALLERY Fine Arts Bidg, U of A, 122 St, 89 
Ave, 780-492-2081 » SOUNDSCAPES: Paintings 
by Kim Sala (the final visual presentation for 
the degree of master of fine arts (mfa) in paint- 
ing) - DESIGN CELEBRATING HOPE: Visual 
communication Design students, University of 
Alberta International and the Department of 
Music collaboration, showing visual concepts for 
the Buduburam CD Project, Giving Voice to Hope: 
Music of Liberian Refugees « Opening reception: 
Thu, May 21, 7-10prn « Until July 4 
FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave, bsmt 
of the Paint Spot, 780.432.0240 + INAND 
OUTSIDE WITH NATURE: Paintings by Nancy 
Corrigan + Until May 30 
FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave, 
780.488.2952 «WAX AND WOOL: Encaustic 
paintings by Jeff Molloy - Until May 24 
GALLERY AT MILNER Stanley A. Milner Library 
Main Fi, Sir Winston Churchill Square, 780.496.7030 
* WORDS OF WISDOM: An exhibit by the Edmon- 
ton Calligraphic Society « Until May 24 
GALLERY IS Alexander Way, 5123-48 St, Red Deer, 
403.341.4641 » BASEMENT BEAUTIES: Brent Felzien 
mixed media portraits + Until May 23 
HARCOURT HOUSE 3rd FI, 10215-122 St, 
780.426.4180 « Main Gallery: THE BOX: Installation 
by Cesar Forero « Front Room: ENTROPY: Instal- 
lation of abstract paintings on paper by Christine 
Koch + Until May 30 


Nationally Accredited 


Pharmacy Technician Diploma Program 


* 99% employment rate 


« Work in community and institutional pharmacies 
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HARRIS-WARKE 

4924 Ross St, Red Deer, I 
UTILITY: Ceramics from Saskatoon» Until May 22 
HOMEFIRE GRILL 1210-100 Ave » Mon-Thu 
aam-zopm, Thu-Fri 1am-aapm + TRANSITIONS: 
Artworks by Judi Popham + May and 

JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior 
Centre, 10831 University Ave, 780.433.5807 « PATH- 
WAYS: Artworks by Julie Drew » Until May 28 


Don Bauer, glass works by Sol Maya » Northside: 
10817-Bo St, 780.479.8424; Artworks by Tin Yan, 
Andre Raymond Besse, Eva Nagy Mosonyi. Metal 
sculptures and primitive masks - Through May 
KAMENA 57:8 Calgary Tr S, 780.944.9497 « 
Mon-Wed, Fri 10am-6pm; Thu 10am-7pm; Sat 
10am-5pm + Artworks by various artists 

LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave, 780.990.1161 
+ IN FULL BLOOM: Paintings by Tslila Barzel 
+ Until May 16 

LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St, 780.423.5353 * Main 
Space: SOME UNABASHED OPTIMISM: Video 
exhibition by Jon Sasaki * Projex Room: HERD: 
Installation by Adriean Koleric + Until May 16 
LOFT GALLERY A_ J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd, Sherwood Park, 780.922.6324 « 
Open every Thu §-9p; Sat 10am-gpm » NEW ART: 
New selections of the Permanent Art Acquisition 
collection of the Strathcona County « Until June 30 
MCMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-12 
St, 780.407.7152 » URBAN TEXTURES: by members 
of Articulation: Fibre artworks focusing on the City 
of Winnipeg's architecture + Until June 14 

$411-51 St, Stony Plain, 780.963.2777 « WILD THINGS: 
Paintings by James Trevelyan; until June 3 - Dining 
Room Gallery: Prints by Agnieszka Doziarz; until 
May 21 « IDEAS FOR A CULTURAL CENTRE: By stu- 
dents from Stony Plain Memorial Composite High 
School; May 21-June 18 " 

MICHIF CULTURAL AND METIS RESOURCE 
INSTITUTE 9 Mission Ave, St. Albert, 780.651.8176 


. « Aboriginal Veterans Display - Gift Shop « Finger 


weaving and sash display by Celina Loyer 

NINA HAGGERTY Stollery Gallery, 9704-111 Ave, 
780.474.7611 « COME WHAT MAY: The NHCA 
Collective; until May 19 « ALBERTA ARTISTS WITH 
BRAIN INJURY SOCIETY (AABIS): May 20-June 17 
PETER ROBERTSON MAIN GALLERY 10183-112 
St, 780.452.0286 « COLOURS-NEW PAINTINGS: 
Paintings by Giuseppe Albi 

PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY-2 12304 Jasper 
Ave, 780.455.7479 « New paintings by Robert 
Wiseman « Until May 30 

PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 Ordze Rd, Sher- 
wood Park, 780.467.3038 « MASTERPIECES IN 
MINIATURE ART SHOW: Featuring artworks 

by over 45 invited artists from across North 
America. Portion of proceeds to Wellspring- 
Edmonton Art Therapy Room + Until May 23 
PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron 
St, St Albert, 786.460.4310 - HIGH ENERGY 
XIV: Artworks by students of St Albert High 
Schools « Until May 30 

PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8655 Roper 
Rd, 780.427.1750 » Open Tue-Sat 9am-4:30pm; Wed 
gam-gpm +» THE BANFF CENTRE: 75 YEARS OF 
INSPIRING CREATIVITY « Until July 24 « Free 
PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-22 St, 
780.452.0286 « Amy-Claire Huestis; May 23- 
June 20 « Robert Wiseman; May 22-30 
SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St, 780.488.3629 

+ RETURN TO HAIDA GWAII-HOMAGE TO 
AN ANCIENT CULTURE: Paintings by Wendy 
Wacko « Until May 26 
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Call 780-644-5927 


you Quest to: 
a Career starts here. 


780.452.9100 « Angels 
Fiction of Anti-Matter, lecture by physicist Roger 
Moore; Sat, May 16, apm 

TU GALLERY 1078-124 St, 780.452.9664 + 4TH 
ANNUAL STUDENT SHOW: Works by the NAIT 
Photographic students « Until May 16 

WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave, 
780.488.4892 « FROM LA BELLE PROVINCE: Group 


show « Until May 21 
SS SS eS 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave, 780.423.3487 « 
Poetry Nights the and Fri each month « Linda Bodo 
demonstrates projects fromm her new book Enjoy 
Life Outside: Inside Projects; May 21, 12-1pm « Barry 
Cooper reads from his new book, It's the Regime, 
Stupid!: A Report from the Cowboy West on Why 
Stephen Harper Matters; May 21,7:30pm + Marina 
Michaelides signs her recent book, Canada: The 
Wild, Outrageous, Daring and Bold; May 24, 2-3pm. 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 780.469.8755 » Story 
Slam: every third Wed of the month 

CARROT CAFE 9351-118 Ave, 780.471.1580 = Carrot 
Writing Circle - Every Tue, 7-9pm; A critique circle 
the 4th Tue every month 

CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave, 780.932.4409 « 
TALES. Monthly Storytelling Circle: Tell stories 
or come to listen; znd Fri each month + Until June, 
8pm; $3 (free first time) 

KASBAR LOUNGE below Yiannis Taverna, 10444 
Whyte Ave - Sofa King-the series: presented by the 
Raving Poets - Every Wed until May 27,7330 (sign- 
up), 8pm (show) 

LEVA CAPPUCCINO BAR 11053-26 Ave, 
780.479.5382, wwwlevabar.com + Standing room 
only, poetry every 3rd Sun evening 

ROBBINS HEALTH LEARNING CENTRE MacEwan, 
109 St, 104 Ave « The Bow: Erin Mouré, poetry 
reading; Thu, May 14, 12:4spm; free - The Heart Les 
Murray, poetry reading; Fri, May 15, 7:30pm; free 
ROSIE'S 10475-80 Ave, 780.439.7212 » TALES: 
Edmonton Storytelling Café: TALES. Alberta 
League Encouraging Storytelling open mic « First 
‘Thu each month, 7-gpm + Pay-What-You-Will (min 
$6), info at 780.932.4409 

UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave, 780.422.8174 
‘The Poets’ Haven: Monday Night reading series pre- 
sented by Stroll of Poets » Every Mon, 7pm + $5 door 
| = Se 


ART ON ART PCL Studio Theatre, TransAlta Arts 
Barns, 780.409.1910 « By Catch the Keys Produc- 
tions, presented by the System Theatre, script by 
Megan Dart, starring Stuart Hoye, Nicole Marie 
Schafenacker, and Nikolai Witschl « May 14-16 + S18 
(adult)/Sas (student/senior/Equity) 

ASSASSINS RUNNING Timms Centre, U of A, 87 
Ave, 122 St « Studio Theatre, musical by Stephen 
Sondheim, director: Clinton Carew « Until May 23, 
7:30pm; mat: May 2a, 12:30pm $5 (preview}-$20 
BUDDY Roxy Theatre, 10708-124 St, 
780.453.2440 « The story of a man reflecting 
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on his teenage years spent in a rural Aj 
, — 
town by Darrin Hagen, presented by Th... 


Tematk by ; 
guest leaves a house partyin a state of suk? 


CHASING LOVE: CHARITY MUSICAL DRAW. 
Jubilee Auditorium, 1455-87 Ave, 780.427.2760 . 
Musical drama presented by World Vision Canad 
+ May 14,7;30pm 
CONNIE IN EGYPT Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
780-433-3399 » Comedy by Stewart Lemoine from 
the mid '90s presented by Teatro la Quindicin, . 
Until May 16, Tue-Sat 7:30pm; Sat mat: apm « Wed 
Sat evenings: $25 (adult)/$20 (student/senior); sat 
aftemoons: $15; Tue: Pay-What-You-Can 
CRYSTAL BALL FUNDRAISER Varscona Theatr: 
+ May 23 » $100 at the box office or by phone at 
780.434.5564 
DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave, 
780.433.3399 » Live improvised soap opera directe:) 
by Dana Andersen » Every Mon, 8pm 
DIRTY ROTTEN SCOUNDRELS Mayfield Dinncy 
Theatre 16615-109 Ave, 780.483.4051 » Book by jc 
frey Lane/music and lyrics by David Yazbek « U..\, 
June 28 + Tickets at Mayfield box office, toll-free 
1.877.529.7829 
DISNEY'S BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Stratiic.,, 
Christian Academy Auditorium. 101 Cloveria: 
Rd, Sherwood Park, 780.464.7127 « Until May 
$i0 (Mat), $12 (Evening, student/senior)/$15 
Family and group rates available; Dinner The:t- 
May 15: $40/person 
NEVERMORE Catalyst Theatre, 8529 Gateway 5c 
levard « The Imaginary Life and Mysterious 
of Edgar Allan Poe « Until May 17 « Advance tic 
at TIX on the Square + Special Gala fundraiser: Thu 
Maya 
NEVERMORE-SPECIAL EVENT Catalyst The:tr 
8529 Gateway Blvd, and the Yardbird Suite « The 
Imaginary Life and Mysterious Death of Edgar 
Allan “Theatre's pre-show celebration 
hosted by Jonathan Christenson and Bretta Gerec 
+ Thu, May 21, pm « $100 by calling Brenda McNico 
780.431.1750 or brenda@catalysttheatre.ca + Pre- 
show reception at the Yardbird Suite. Performance 
at Catalyst Theatre 
QUEEN-T'S A KINDA MAGIC Jubilee Auditorium 
+ Recreating the 1986 world tour of Freddie 
Mercury and Queen «Thu, May 21, 8pm + Tickets at 
‘TicketMaster 
ROMEO AND JULIET/MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTH- 
ING Alberta Avenue Community Centre, Big Space, 
9210-18 Ave « Theatre Prospero's Shakespeare on: 
the Ave presents Romeo and Juliet: May 14, 16, 21 
at 7;30pm; May 16 at 2pm; and Much Ado About 
Nothing: May 15, 20, 22 at 7-30pm « $16 (adult)/S12 
(student/senior) at TIX on the Square, door; info at 
780.471.2773 xt 107, E: theatreprospero@shaw.c2 or 
meperley@gmailcom 


SEXY GALS IN THE CITY Jubilations Dinner 
Theatre, 8882-270 St, Phase II, WEM, 780.484.2425 
+A spoof on the TV show Sex in the City with love 
songs from the ‘jos and “8os + Until June 7 
THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-53 
Ave, 780.448.0695 » Rapid Fire Theatre's weekly 
insane improv show « Every Fri (xpm) + Until July 3. 
+ $10/$8 (member) at TIX on the Square 
WIZARD OF OZ Citadel's Shoctor Theatre, 9524- 
101A Ave, 780.425.1820 « By L Frank Baum, music 
and lyrics by EY Harburg. Part of the Mainsta 
Series « Until May 24, 7-30pm, mat 2-30 pm + Nicks 
at the Citadel box office 


ased on the 2006 Italian non-fiction 
bestseller that made its journal- 
ist author Roberto Saviano into both 
a literary sensation and fugitive from 
the mob at the age of 26, Gomorrah is a 
sprawling crime film involving a range 
of characters and narratives linked via 
their individual contributions to the 
poisoned ecosystem of the Camorra, the 
powerful, organized syndicate whose 
influence seeps deep into the social 
fabric of its native Naples, of Italy, and 
beyond. As directed by Matteo Garrone, 
this isa film that weaves its way through 
an immense grid of institutionalized 
crime as though it were charting an 
infernal floor plan in time. It's an epic 
without the token grandiosity. An epic 
of pathos? Anyway, something uniquely 
monstrous, cold and fascinating, and 
not to be missed. 
f Waste and disposal form the bedrock 
- Gomorrah. The proliferation both 
iterally and figuratively throughout is 


thematic elegance. That life is cheap 
here is made clear from the slaughter 
in the spa that kicks things off. The 
motives behind these killings are left 
unexplained because, really, what dif- 
ference does it make? The carnage is 
conveyed flatly, the camera nonplussed 
by the display of a few more bodies be- 
ing tossed into the mafia's self-generat- 
ing meat grinder. Garrone's approach 
to the material emphasizes the network 
and durability of crime, not its allure, 
because its allure isn't even necessary 
in a milieu that dutifully perpetuates 
its existence. 

The world of Gomorrah is determinis- 
tic. There is no glamour, no beauty, no 
opera to the violence, no catchy tunes 
or flamboyant editing or orgasmic 
geysers of blood. But there's plenty of 
horror and insight, too, or at the very 
least inspired exposé. You have to ad- 
mire Martin Scorsese for coming on 
as presenter of Gomorrah for its North 
American release. It's in many ways the 
antithesis of the sort of exhilarating, 
frenetic bloodletting found in several of 
his most celebrated films, but Scorsese's 


smart enough to recognize that this is 
precisely why the film is vital. By taking 
distance from its subject, by capturing 
it in a documentary style convention- 
ally alien to the genre, Gomorrah exca- 
vates the myth of the crime syndicate in 
a way I don't think we've seen before. 


There are two young punks (Marco Ma- 
cor and Ciro Petrone) under the idiotic 
beliefthat they can work independently 
and even in opposition to the Camorra. 
They delight in stealing a secret stash 
of heavy weaponry, and a memorable 
sequence finds them stripping to their 
underpants and running along some 
sludge-lined shoreline blowing random 
shit up. There is a dour money handler 
(Gianfelice Imparato) who makes the 
rounds of the dismal housing complex 
that functions as the film's nucleus, 
collecting and doling out payments. 
There's a 13-year-old (Salvatore Abruzz- 
ese) who feels ready to be recruited into 
the Camorra, allowing himself to be 
shot in the chest while wearing a bat- 
tered old ballistic vest. "Now you're a 
man,” he's told afterwards. He seems so 
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Mob Mentalities 
by Brian Gibson 


Brian Gibson explores American mob films, their 
family ties and the differences between American 


mob dramas and European ones like Gomorrah 


young, but his youth's put in perspec- 
tive by ableakly comical scene in which 
a large crew of little kids are employed 
to drive trucks whose pedals they can't 
reach and whose dashboards they can't 
see over. In one of the film's most sur- 
prising narratives we find a compro- 
mised tailor (Salvatore Cantalupo) who 
risks his life to teach a warehouse full of 
Asians the finer points of haute design 
and construction. He's escorted to the 
training facility in the trunk of a car. 
The tailor was for me the closest thing 
the film offers to identification, per- 
haps because of the character's almost 
singular thread of integrity, perhaps 
for the simple fact that Cantalupo gives 
such a curiously detailed and intrigu- 
ingly enigmatic performance. 

My favourite part of Gomorrah, how- 
ever, involves a businessman (Toni 
Servillo) and his apprentice (Carmine 
Paternoster) who find locations for 
their hired crews to illegally dump 
toxic waste. It's rare to find modern 
stories that explore waste disposal as 
a major theme, through Don DeLillo’s 
Underworld serves as a brilliant proto- 


type. Where we put the colossal heaps 
of poisonous trash is arguably one of 
the great taboo subjects, its invisibil- 
ity—at least in wealthy countries— 
being essential to our false sense of 
peace with our surroundings. It's an 
inspired metaphor that manifests 
here in some awesome and troubling 
imagery. The burial of undesirable 
matter is brutally echoed toward the 
film's end, when the bodies of unde- 
sirable men are disposed of through 
similar means. I suppose the only 
hope we're given that this state of af 
fairs might change comes through 
the implication that, sooner or later, 
everything poorly interred will rise to 
the surface. W 
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GOMORRAK 

DIRECTED BY MATTEO GARRONE 
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say there was something elec- 

tric in the air this year as North 
America’s largest documentary film 
festival commenced would be more 


se than a mere platitude. Springtime 


is typically fraught with electrical 
storms in Southern Ontario, but the 
charge felt during the first night of 
Hot Docs 2009 was generated most 
prominently by the new film from Ca- 
nadian filmmaker Jennifer Baichwal, 
whose Manufactured Landscapes made 
such a deep impression both at home 
and internationally after premiering 
at Toronto's other major festival back 
in 2006. 

Act of God, which should open in 
Edmonton soon, uses stories of being 
struck by lightning as a foundation 
for meditations on our urge to invest 
Meaning in the most seemingly ran- 
dom events. Perhaps it shouldn't be 
surprising to discover that the film 
feels a little random or rootless itself, 
but while frustrating desires for a 
more unified thesis and deliberately 
ignoring any exploration of the sci- 
ence, it delivers some enlightening 
profiles and, best of all, a duet of sorts 
between novelist Paul Auster, who 
eloquently recalls his experience of 
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witnessing another child's death by 
lightning during summer camp, and 
guitarist Fred Frith, who improvises 
a magnificent performance meant to 
invoke the primal drama of a tempest 
billowing over the landscape. 

The equation of death and nature was 
also central to Swiss filmmaker Peter 
Liechti's The Sound of Insects: Record 
of a Mummy, where heavily associa- 
tional images accompany the story of 
a man who ventured into the wilder- 
ness to commit suicide by starvation. 
The voice-over reading of the man's 
journal—the English version comes 
courtesy of Canadian filmmaker Pe- 
ter Mettler—alternately chronicles 
bodily collapse, offers hints of the life 
left behind, and muses on the bizarre 
choice of method, fasting in solitude 
ostensibly being the best way to wit- 
ness the process of one’s own death. 
Based on a novel inspired by the real 
event, yet visually realized through 
a bank of images that feature no ac- 
tors or recreations, The Sound of In- 
sects playfully haunts the frontiers of 
documentary and fiction. It's chilling, 
funny, hypnotic and totally draining. 


Private confessions are similarly 
the driving force behind Canadian 
filmmaker Alison Rose's Love at the 
Twilight Motel, which features inter- 
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“TT’S A PEARL” 


- John Anderson, Newsday 


“Lymelife keeps 


you hooked.” . 


- Manohla Dargis, The New York Times 
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views with various clients of a pay- 
by-the-hour Miami love nest, many 
of whom are disarmingly lucid and 
affecting. The repellent yet admira- 
bly frank adulterer and closet junky 
who wants to protect his wife's inno- 
cence; the Cuban massage therapist 
who feels it's his duty to service sex- 
ually dissatisfied married women; 
the prostitute and exotic dancer des- 
perate to reclaim custody of her chil- 
dren: each of Rose's subjects is able 
to testify at length and with dignity 
intact in one of the Twilight's anony- 
mous rooms. Yet the film leaves you 
with questions regarding Rose's in- 
tentions. What was she after? Who 
did she think she was going to fool 
by only showing portions of her sub- 
ject's faces as a method of disguise? 

Love at the Twilight Motel is com- 
pelling, but a vaguely similar tack 
is used more rigorously and satisfy- 
ingly in Canadian filmmaker Alan 
Zweig's A Hard Name, which features 
Zweig's more transparently interac- 
tive interviews with several middle- 
aged ex-convicts, many of them 
with violent pasts. While talking to 
a former crackhead, a guy who grew 
up sleeping in abandoned build- 
ings in Detroit, a guy who extended 
his prison sentence by 20 years just 
for the sake of stabbing Clifford Ol- 
sen 21 times with a pair of scissors, 
Zweig stays off-screen but remains 
very present, prompting the more 
tight-lipped, cracking jokes to ease 
tension, gathering advice on prison 
life, and gradually revealing that ev- 
ery last one of his subjects suffered 
sexual abuse as children. A guy 
named Art tells a particularly har- 
rowing confession about feeling less 
capable of dealing with life outside 
than in. My heart went out to him 
Before the screening I attended, 
Zweig declared his hope that after 
this film his subjects would simply 
"be welcomed back into the family 
of man and just disappear into the 
crowd.” Of course, this didn't keep 
Zweig from bringing a number of 
them up on stage afterwards. Sadly, 
Art was not among them. 


The most sensational tale of going 
from brutal youth to violent adult- 
hood and prison however would 
easily be that of Tyson, American 
filmmaker James Toback's gripping 
profile of the eponymous former 
heavyweight champion. Mike Ty- 
son's biography is incredible, alter- 
nately inspiring and disgusting, a 
living essay on some deéply precari 
ous notions of American race and 
sex. And Tyson ultimately emerges 
as a sort of poem about human con- 
tradictions, with constantly over- 
lapping interviews in which Tyson 
gives glaringly incompatible testi- 
monies on things like his rape con- 
viction. Toback never interjects and 
seems totally uninterested in guid- 
ing us toward any conclusion. This 
movie is too ablaze with fascination 
for its subject and desire to provoke 
its audience to settle for anything as 
simple as closure. W 
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The mystery at the heart of The Killers— : 
whether we refer-to the version starring : 
Burt Lancaster (1946) or the radically : 


reconfigured too-violent-for-TV versio 
with Lee Marvin (1964)—concerns 

marked man's resignation to death. 
What would make an ostensi- 
bly vital young man accept 
his executioners without a 
fight? Why wouldn't he run f+) 
when he knows they're com- 

ing to snuff out his life? The 

special genius of the 1964 ver- 
sion is that, good to its title, it's 
actually about the killers, allowing 
them to ponder openly the psychologi 


cal state of the person they've disposed : 
of—something hired killers aren't sup- : 
posed to do. Half the point of hiring a : 
killer is to place murder in the hands of : 
someone with no personal investment in : 
the victim. But the movies have been tell- : 
ing us over and over that killing’s rarely : 
so simple a task, and killers, for all their : 
repugnancy, can feel strangely close to : 
us, They can help us sort through big : 
questions that stories about far nobler : 
: youre not to do. The Hit switches pro 

British director Stephen Frears’ The Hit : 
(1984), written by Peter Prince, returns : 
to the muddy existential stream of The : 
Killers, though it's not directly related : 
to either previous film or to the Ernest : 
Hemingway story upon which those : 
films were very loosely based. It follows : 
: He doesn’t answer. And this blurring 
: of identities, along with the burrowing 


people have a harder time addressing. 


q i Criterion’s new 


DVD release is 

also a fascinating 
little piece in a 
larger cinematic 
lineage, pointing 
both backward and 
forward toward a 
number of history's 
more interesting 
movies that deal 
with the psychic 
geometries of death, 
assassination, 
secrets and 
surrender 

London mobster-turned-supergrass Wil. 


lie Parker (Terrence Stamp) from his tes 
tifying against his cronies in court to his 


oT 


idyllic life hiding in Spain, a life that, 10 : 


years after his betrayal, is about to end 
He's abducted by a thin, funereal figure in 


a pale suit named Braddock (John Hurt) = 
and a flamboyantly unseasoned thug of : 
an apprentice named Myron (Tim Roth). : 
They are to drive Willie over the border : 
to Paris where they'll finish the job in the : 
= Roth's personal musings on the diversity 


presence of their employer. But what be- 
gins to eat at the voluble Myron, and per- 
haps even at the stoic Braddock, is how 


detached Parker seems about the whole : 
thing. He's positively serene, explaining, : 
with a shrug and a smile, that dying’s no : 


big deal. “It's as natural as breathing. 
Why isn't he nervous, grovelling, wrig: 
gling away? He must have something up 


| his sleeve. 


As with The Killers, there'll come = 
point in The Hit where the nature 
this resignation will be exposed Wel(, 


: kind of. Unlike The Killers, Willie's into. 
: rlor logic doesn't seem to be dictated by 


ONE 


meweck con 


frustrated romance or unconscioy 
desires for suicide. What's espe 
cially interesting is how The 
Hit, which may very well no} 
have been written with Th 
Killers in mind at all, seems 
have learned alittle somethins 
from both Killers. It initially h: 
us identify with Willie, who ma 
be a dirty snitch, but whose desire 
escape the London underworld for the 
Costa del Sol is hardly tough to relate 
to. He's also handsome, charming and ut 
terly watchable. Which is to say he's Te, 
rence Stamp, who would bring a simila, 
flair to 2 not dissimilar character many 
years later in The Limey (1999), which i: 
self appropriated images of Stamp play 
ing yet another sympathetic criminal in 
Poor Cow (1967). 

But then something deliciously odd 
happens, something the classicists say 


tagonists, gradually abandoning Willie in 
favour of Braddock, the least forthcom 
ing guy in the movie, a man whose true 
identity is so elusive that the final words 
spoken are questions put to him abou 
which of many men he might actually be 
Hurt is at his most fascinatingly blank 


nto a new life while shedding the ola 


: one, along with the Spanish landscap« 
: and the beautiful young woman along 
: for the ride (Laura del Sol), recalls yet 
: another movie about unspoken desper 
: ation and the complicated assimilation 
: of roles and duties: Antonioni's The Pas 
: senger (1975). So besides helping us t 
: rediscover a forgotten gem of '80s Bri 
“: ish cinema, a movie that's smart, artful 
: strange, often gorgeous and entertain 
: ing enough to recommend to just abou 
: anyone, not to say brilliantly acted, C 
: terion’s new DVD release is also a fasci- 
: nating little piece in a larger cinematic 
: lineage, pointing both backward and 
: forward toward a number of history's 
: more interesting movies that deal with 
: the psychic geometries of death, assas- 
: sination, secrets and surrender. 


Among Criterion's typically superb spe- 


: cial features, there's a terrific essay by 
: Graham Fuller and an audio commentary 


that finds Frears, Prince, Hurt, Roth and 
editor Mick Audsley recalling in relaxed 
accessible language the thrill of moving 
into features after years in British tele- 
vision, the challenges of making a road 
movie in a foreign country with very little 
money, and how awesome Spanish leg 
end Fernando Rey—who plays a key sup 
porting role—is. | especially appreciated 


of performance styles on display. The 
Hit was one of Roth's first major roles 
and, while watching a shot that features 
he, Hurt and Stamp seated together ' 
the car, he draws out attention to how 
elegantly distinct acting sensibilities <a" 
harmonize, all of them playfully rubbing 
up against one another for the camera to 


: simply soak up. Allin all, a treat. V 
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Opening this week 


12 

Directed by Nikita Mikhalkov 

Written by Mikhalkov, Vladimir 
Moiseyenko, Aleksandr Novototsky 
Starring Sergei Makovetsky, Sergey 
Garmash, Mikhalkov 

Thu, May 14 — Sun, May 17 (8:45 PM) 
Metro Cinema (9828 - 101A Ave) 
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"Everything here is very Russian some- 
how,” muses one of the 12 in 92, Burnt 
by the Sun director Nikita Mikhalkov's 
reconvening of 12 Angry Men in con- 
temporary Moscow. The boy on trial 
for killing his father is now a Chechen 
and saddled with all the unfortunate 
baggage that entails. The jurors are 
still all men, though, as the truncated 
title implies, they're not all that angry 
anymore. This Is Russia, after all, and 
postwar American presumptuousness 
and obliviousness has been replaced by 
post-Soviet cynicism and fatigue. Even 
the lone initial holdout on the required 
unanimous decision of guilty bares only 
the vaguest hint of the righteousness, 
endurance and authority that charac- 
terized Henry Fonda's character in Sid- 
ney Lumet's 1957 sorta classic... 

The ostensible Russianness of 12 is 
compounded by the film's epic dura- 
tion, which stays in session for well 
over an hour longer than its predeces- 
sor. Yet the gist of the story's develop- 
ments—the airing of racial or classist 
prejudices, the unearthing of negligent 
representation of the defendant, the 
revelation of personal agendas, the 
swaying of one juror after another— 
is remarkably faithful to the source 
material. What makes 12 so long, and 
what makes It at times feel longer, is a 
lot of overly elaborate choreography 
in the school gymnasium that serves 
as makeshift jury quarters; overlong, 
melodramatic digressions and tan- 
gents on the parts of nearly everyone 
present; ongoing cutaways to the de- 
fendant stoically waiting in his cell; and 
flashbacks to urban war zones to help 
us reflect on the sort of unforgiving 
world the kid comes from. All these 
elements seem designed to “open up” 
what was essentially a chamber piece 
playing out in real time, but they real- 
ly just sap the film's urgency, distract 
from the issues at hand, and confuse 
the film's sense of purpose. 

Rather than focus on the ambiguities 
of justice and the looming threat of 
infection from reasonable doubts, 12 
makes partial attempts to give the au- 
dience the trial the jurors never saw— 


the one the defendant deserved. But . 


the evidence as displayed is wildly in- 


Capsules 


conclusive. All that really matters, or 
should matter, is what happens in the 
room. The true tension arises from our 
inability to know anything more about 
what really happened than the jurors 
know, to gradually understand that 
uncertainty is inescapable, that even 
if the kid did kill his dad he cannot be 
lawfully convicted based on what the 
jurors have been able to glean during 
the trial. 

Of the dozen performers, it's in- 
teresting to note that the strongest 
presence is that of the man quietly 
controlling everything, onscreen and 
off. Malhalkov himself plays the jury's 
foreman, his large, round shoulders 
and philosopher's beard rendering him 
a grounding force at the head of long 
table. His character holds a trump card 
close to this chest until the stretch, a 
tricky surprise alteration on the origi- 
nal film that’s a curious commentary 
on the filmmakers’ lack of faith in the 
Russian legal system and social mo- 
res, though it is finally of little con- 
sequence with regards to where our 
story finally falls. 
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Angels & Demons 

Directed by Ron Howard 

Written by David Koepp, Akiva Golds- 
man 

Starring Tom Hanks, Ayelet Zurer, 


Ewan McGregor 
kt 


Symbologist Robert Langdon (Tom 
Hanks) Is the Indiana Jones for lapsed 
Catholics and New Agers who buy 
their books at the airport, the redeem- 
er for every suburban conspiracy theo- 
rist certain that the truth is out there 
if you just follow the signs sprinkled 
across the globe by the Elders. Lang- 
don should probably be president, or 
at least running the space program, 
but he contents himself with his hum- 
ble post at Harvard, patiently waiting 
for his petitions to inspect the Vatican 
archives get approved. 

Angels § Demons opens witha dead 
pope, some stolen secret antimatter 
on the verge of blowing up, the re- 
turn of the Illuminati, still pissed off 
after succumbing to Vatican atrocities 
back in the 17th century, promising to 
murder the four favourites to assume 
the Papal throne in a matter suffi- 
ciently baroque to get Thomas Harris 
salivating. This is a job for Langdon, 
who finally gets his coveted tour of 
the Catholic archives and leads the 
mission to smoke out the bad guys 
with the help of.a sexy Italian scien- 


tist (Ayelet Zurer). 

But who will help writers Akiva 
Goldsman and David Koepp adapt 
Dan Brown's mega-selling sequel to 
his mega-selling The Da Vinci Code? 
Whether taken from the source mate- 
rial or their own doubtlessly numbed 
imaginations, the pair has spawned 
the most audaciously awkward— 
and seemingly endless—expository 
dialogue this side of Underworld: 
Evolution, while fashioning Langdon 
into a fountain of redundancies. (“It’s 
an anagram! It's the same image for- 
ward and backward!”) And who will 
help Ron Howard, a director capable 
of rendering even giant explosions 
fantastically boring, who himself pos- 
sesses a knack for redundancy? 
Brown's tale is a genuine feat, a 
mind-bogglingly elaborate hybrid of 
fanciful imagination and_ inconsis- 
tent baloney, replete with a climac- 
tic reversal hoisted via hysterically 
implausible detective work, such as 
Langdon and the Italian's stumbling 
upon a surveillance video recording 
of the heavies helpfully explaining 
the nefarious plan, all of it ostensi- 
bly elevated into the realm of social 
commentary by constant discussions 
about the tensions between science 
and religion, including boilerplate 
arguments about stem cell research. 
Howard and company lack any dis- 
tance from Brown's hokum, squeezing 
out this wearyingly overlong thriller, 
sleeping soundly with the knowledge 
that the books’ legion of fans will 
come regardless. “Faith is a gift | have 
yet to receive,” Langdon says in one 
of his more clever moments. But who 
needs faith when you've got box of- 
fice gold? 
JOSEF BRAUN 
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World's Hottest Commercials 
Metro Cinema (9828 - 101A Ave) 
May 14 — 17 (7 pm), $15 
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For those who can't stomach adver- 
tising, the advent of DVD box sets 
and torrent downloads has made 
television more accessible, not to 
mention easier to appreciate. Part of 
what's so frustrating for viewers get- 
ting through’an episode of Dollhouse 
or Rupaul's Drag Race is the constant 
repetition of 30 second blurbs that 
are seemingly vacant and soulless. 
But | hate people that claim they 
don't watch television. It’s snooty 
elitism that projects a kind of bullshit 
pride in ignoring a significant aspect 
of our capitalist culture. While they're 


listening to community radio and pre- 
Paring organic snacks for a Sunday 
afternoon stitch 'n' bitch, a pile of 
really fascinating programming is be- 
Ing missed out on and generalized in 
their imaginations. 

Paying mind to things we think we 
hate doesn't hurt, especially when 
postmodernism delivers artistic cred- 
ibility to everything from spoon col- 
lecting to Kraft Dinner. But that rheto- 
ric sometimes doesn't matter when it 
comes to advertising—some commer- 
cials are just really well-made. 

As good as most Oscar-winning 
shorts, television ads get their own 
awards—the Clios, rewarding excel- 
lence in advertising and design since 
1959. Obviously, TV commercials are 
a big part of it. From all parts of the 
globe, the entries are phenomenally 
entertaining and effortlessly con- 


structed. There's no reason to deny a 
single one their creative due, as they 
tighten emotional thrills and wide- 
eyed interest into some of the short- 
est-imaginable narratives. 

A fundraiser for the Edmonton In- 
ternational Film Festival, the screen- 
ing of the World's Hottest Commer- 
cials comprises the best of winning 
shorts in several categories. The skills 
of cinematography and editing, like 
in a bronze-winning piece for South 
African cellular network MTN, are 
precised into the rather condensed 
period each entry receives to tell a 
story. Two preteen girls in a project- 
style apartment start a clapping game 
that expands with countless more par- 
ticipants into the hallways and then 
the parking lot; knowing its category 
of excellence draws attention to the 
filmmakers' challenge of syncing the 


MAY 14 — MAY 20, 2009 // WUEWEEKLY 


FILM //S7 


a PRESENTS MAY 14-20 


The 
World's 


Hottest 


Commercials 


AFUNDRAISER FOR THE EDMONTON INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 


TICKETS: $15 AT THE DOOR ~ WO METRO PASSES PLEASE 


THURSDAY to SUNDAY ar 7-00PM 


4 ee ‘ogee AWARD* NOMINEE « BEST FOREICN LANCUACE FILM) 


( 
~ RIVETING 
~ "ya ae aaa phe 
“ALISON BALES. NEC REL TAL 
es JA.VISUAL SPECTACLE! 
eR THE ACADEMY AWARD 
* WINNINC DIRECTOR OF 
BURNT BY THE SUI 
j AND “DARK eS 


A FILM B 
NIKITA MIKHALKOV 


Lien THURSDAY ro SUNDAY ar 8:45PM 
ie SEREENI 


sal 


TOXIC TRESPASS 


Rex exte am pour @ilé 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 


For more information, call 425-9212. or me on to www.metrocinema.org 


Petro operate 


58 // FILM 


FILM REVIEWS 


rhythm of both image and audio in a 
fast-paced sequence. 

The films are also rewarded for ap- 
proaching their products with com- 
mendably resonant themes—some- 
thing that underhandedly shapes the 
culture that the company serves. An 
Argentinian ad for Nike Women, my 
personal favourite, follows a young 
patient preparing for her liposuc- 
tion surgery. As problem areas are 
sketched with a felt pen on her leg, 
fleeting images of a stray dog and a 
meat slicer are spliced in. Suddenly, 
she tears away the dressing gown, in- 
spiring other patients at the hospital 
to join her in a feisty choreographed 
hip-hop routine that proclaims the 
benefits of taking the long road— 
getting and staying fit (of course, in 
Nike footwear). 

The collection demonstrates how 
ads approach their viewers with more 
respect than we think they can give. 
Advertisers look for things we as con- 
sumers care about, not just modern 
conveniences but genuine emotions 
and carefully examined patterns of 
thought. Commercials, too, look for a 
voice, one that’s hard to deliver when 
we're too busy to see past efforts to 
drain our wallets. But when a Japanese 
insurance ad about a sad, oft-reject- 
ed cockroach tugs at as many heart 
strings as a chilling series of student 
ads about global warming, it's worth 
taking notice. 

JONATHAN BUSCH 


// JONATHAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
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| MOVIES. REAL, PEOPLE 


Now Playing 
Star Trek 
Directed by }.|. Abrar 

i 1) by Roberto Orci, Alex Kurtz 
starring Chris Pine, Zachary Quinto. 
kkk itr 


“Space Is disease and danger wrapped in 
darkness and silence,” so states a flustered 
Dr. “Bones” McCoy (Karl Urban) en route 
to the heavens in Star Trek. Yet while 
Bones’ assessment sounds right, those vac- 
uous descriptives don't really jive with the 
colossal spectacle of director JJ. Abrams’ 
film, a fully loaded throwback/re-concep- 
tion of the beloved ‘60s television series 
with the bountiful offspring. For two solid 
hours, darkness and silence are held at 


y, 


GN Foutiqation 


bay by explosions that dazzle and beta, 5 
in the galactic depths and heated debt... 
between crewmembers that echo une... 
ingly throughout the starship Enterpris. 

It starts with plenty of death and onc 
conspicuous birth. | guess it can't 4. 
helped when a lady goes into labour 1 
the precise moment that her husband 
chooses to sacrifice himself for the <u, 
vival of hundreds while under attack. b.; 
it sure leaves her son, one James T. Kir} 
with a serious case of survivor's Built, 
which will manifest as arrogance and sal 
destructive behaviour when he grows int 
a young man (Chris Pine) 

Meanwhile, another troublesome legacy 
brews when Vulcan dad meets huyry., 
mom (Winona Ryder!), generating a half 
breed burdened with finding the balance 
between paternal logic and materna| 
emotion. Baby Spock will grow into 
seductively smart and ambitious youn: 
fellow (Zachary Quinto) who'll serve 5 
the perfect foil for the wild, undisciplinc 
Kirk. These guys barely make it into spa: 
before unfathomable terror causes their 
antagonistic tendencies to flare up and 
only gradually settle into the collaboration 
necessary to save the universe from some 
ireful Romulans in possession of some red 
matter that makes black holes and kills off 
entire planets in the blink of an eye 

As | watched Star Trek with a capacity 
audience, | actually heard some people 
behind me hyperventilate, usually upon 
the first appearance of some familiar 
character with a new face. Full disclosure 
lam not one of these people, but, breath 
ing disruptions aside, | know there are mil 
lions of you out there and, presumably 
unless you had to be hospitalized durins 
the first 10 minutes, you've all seen the 
movie by now. | can't speak for Trekkies 
but it seems to me that Abrams’ za, 
written by Roberto Orci and Alex Kurtz 
man, whom Abrams worked with on Alia 
walks a pretty fine line between homage 
and camp. Pine and Quinto give engaging 
original and fairly nuanced performances 
even if Pine succumbs to his own version 
of Shatneresque excess on occasion. But 
a number of others work so arduousl 
to invoke the mannerisms of the or 
cast that it feels like parody, an effec 
further heightened by some pretty one 
dimensional villains. 

This tension between reverence for th 
old Stor Trek and the thirst for innova 
tion is mirrored in an uncertain overal 
tone, With a plot that hinges on wildl, 
implausible/poetic coincidences, this St 
Trek feels at times cut from the blunt 
stencils of ancient myth, yet at others 
it's imbued with the clarity and psychol 
ogy of a very modern, textured drame 
Whatever it is, it's relentlessly entertain- 
ing, has sequences of striking beauty ar d 
otherworldly strangeness, and spea 
the sort of nld-fashioned heroism rarely 
invoked with any conviction anymore 
JOSEF BRAUN 
J (OSEF@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
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FRI, MAY 15, 2009 — THU, MAY 21, 2009 
HOPED OSEAN EY UNTO FUDAN CRUE EA 


CHABA THEATRE-ASPER 
6094 Connaught Dr, lasper, 780,852.47 


ANGELS AND DEMONS (e(A, viclence 
Fri-Sat 645, 9:15; Sun-Thu 8:00 ) 


STAR TREK (PG, violence) 
Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:15 Sun-Thu 8:00 


Whiternud Crossing, 6211-106 St, 780.496.1822 
KUNG FU HUSTLE (144. violence throughout) 
Wed May 20: 6:30; Part of the Asian Heritage 
Month Movie series 


é 5O7&-130 Ave, 7B0.472.9773 
ADVENTURELAND (14A, coarse language, 
substance abuse, language may offend) 

Fri-Sat 2:00, 4:55, 7:30, 10:00, 12:20; Sun-Thu 2:00, 
4:55) 7:30, 10:00 
THE HAUNTING IN CONNECTICUT (244, 


frightening scenes, disturbing content, not recom- 
mended for children) : 


Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:20, 7:20, 9:55, 12:10; Sun-Thu 1:40, 
4:20, 7:20, 9:55 

DUPLICITY (PG, coarse language) 

Daily 1:30, 4:10, 7:05, 9:45 

WATCHMEN (8A, gory scenes, brutal violence) 
Fri-Sat 1:00, 4:15, 7:45, 11:10; Sun-Thu 1:00, 4:15, 7:45 
THE INTERNATIONAL (144, violence) 

Fri-Sat 9:15, 11:50; Sun-Thu 9:15 

CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPAHOLIC (Pc) 
Fri-Sat 1:55, 4:30, 7:10, 9:25, 11:45; Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:30, 
TAO, 9:25 

HE'S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU (P6, coarse 
language, sexual content) 

Fri-Sat 1:10, 4:00, 6:55, 9:45, 12:15; Sun-Thu 1:10, 
4200, 6:55, 9:45 : 

PUSH (144, violence) 

Fri-Sat 1:20, 4:25, 7:10, 9:45, 12:15; Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:25, 
FAO, 945, 

TAKEN (244, violence) 

Fri-Sat 1:35, 4:40, 7:15, 9:30, 11:35; Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:40, 
TAS, 9:30 

PAUL BLART: MALL COP (Pc) 

Fri-Sat 2:50, 4:50, 7:25, 9:35, 12:55; Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:50, 
7:25, 9:35 j 

HOTEL FOR DOGS (Gc) 

Daily 1:45, 4:45; 7:00 

DEFIANCE (14A, violence, coarse language) 

Daily 1:05, 4:00, 6:50, 9:50 

GRAN TORINO (4A, language may offend) 
Daily 1:25, 4:05, 6:45, 9:20 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 


‘W4231-137th Avenue, 780.732.2236 
ANGELS AND DEMONS (144, violence) 
No passes Fri-Tue, Thu 12:00, 1:30, 3:15, 4:50, 6:30, 
Bs15, 9:45; Wed 12:00, 3:15, 4:50, 6:30, 8:15, 9:45; 
Digial Cinema: Daily 12:45, 4:00, 7:15, 10:30; Star 
and Strollers Screening: Wed 1:00 
STAR TREK (PG, violence) 
No passes Daily 12:15, 1:00, 1:45, 3:30, 3:50, 4:40, 
6:40, 7:05, 7:45, 9:40, 10:10, 10:40 
GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (PG, lan- 
guage may offend, not recommended for children) 
Daily 1:50, 4:30, 7:30, 10:05 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (4A) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 22:10, 1:10, 2:40, 3:40, 5:20, 6:45, 8:00, 
9:20, 10:35; Wed 12:10, 2:40, 3:40, 5:20, 6:45, 8:00, 
9:20, 10:35; Star and Strollers Screening: Wed 1:00 


OBSESSED (144) 

Daily 12:50, 4:10, 7:25, 10:00 

EARTH (Pc) 

Fri-Wed 12:20, 3:00, 6:50, 9:00 

T7 AGAIN (PG, crude content) 

Daily 1:49, 4:15, 7:00, 9:30 

HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE (G) 
Fri-Wed 1:20, 4:20 

FAST AND FURIOUS (144) 

Fri-Wed 7:40, 10:20 

MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 3D (Gc) 

Digital 3d Daily 12:30, 2:45, 5:00, 7:20, 9:50 
TERMINATOR SALVATION (144) 
Midnight, No passes Wed 12:01; No passes Thu 
12:40, 2:00, 3:45, 5:00, 6:50, 7:50, 9:35, 10:40 


CINENPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


1525-99 St, 780.436.8585 
ANGELS AND DEMONS (14A, violence) 
No passes Fri-Wed 12:00, 1:00, 3:15, 4:25 6:30, 7:30, 
49:30, 10:45) Thu 12:00, 3:15, 4:25, 6:30, 7:30, 9°30 
10:45; Digital Cinema: Daily 12:30, 3:45, 7:00, 10°25; 
Star and Strollers Screening: Thu 1:00 


STAR TREK (PG, violence) 

No passes Fri-Wed 11:45, 12:25, 1:10, 3:20, 3:40, 4:30, 
6:30, 6:55, 7:40, 9:20, 10:00, 10:40} ‘Thu 11:45, 12:25, 
3:10, 3:40, 4:30, 6:30, 6:55, 7:40; 9:20, 10:00, 10:40; 


svn 


Saran stcllersSceening ence. STARTHEK GS acc) ne NGA sneer 
poe ae c nosnnerenne 
MUNDE UK. DE (PUNJABI wes.) (PG) Daily 7:00 9:20; Sat, Sun, Mon, Tue 2:00 Daily 6:55, Peat eee ue 12:55, $:25 

£15, 4:00, 8:00 GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (Pc, lan- EARTH (Pc) 


GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (P<, lan- 
may offend, not recommended for children) 

Daily 2:45, 4:45, 7:50, 10°35 

X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (144, violence, 

po ds aoe for children) 

12:20, 1:30, 3:30, 4:20, 6:20, 7215, 9:00, 10:20; 
Digital Cinema: Daily. 00 resin ey 
OBSESSED (4A) 

Fri-Tue 12:50, 3:55, 7:20, 10:25; Wed 12:50, 3:55, 10:25 
EARTH (PG) 

Fri-Wed 12:10, 2:30, 4:55, 7:15, 9°45 

STATE OF PLAY (14) 

Daily 12:40, 4:10, 7:10, 10:10 

T7 AGAIN (PG, crude content) 

Daily 1:20, 3:50, 6:40, 9:35 

HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE (G) 
Pri-Wed 12:45, 3:20 


FAST AND FURIOUS (2:4) 

Fri-Sat, Mon-Wed 6:50, 9:15; Sun 10:05 
MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 3D (G) 

Digital 3D Daily 11:50, 2:00, 4:10, 6:30, 9:00 
WWE: JUDGMENT DAY (Classification not 
available) 

Sun 6:00 

TERMINATOR SALVATION (4A) 

Midnight, No passes Wed 12:01; Thu 12:10, 72:50, 
1540, 3:00, 3:55) 4:40, 6245, 7:20, 7:55, 9:30, 9:55, 10:50 
DIANA KRALL-LIVE IN RIO (Classification 


not available) 
Wed 7:00 


CITY CENTRE 9 
10200-102 Ave, 780.421.7020 
STAR TREK (PG, violence) 
No passes, Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating 
Fri-Thu 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10;00 


X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (24A, violence, 
not recommended for children) 

No passes Digital Presentation Daily 12:45, 3:35, 
6:50, 9:30 2 

STATE OF PLAY (PG, violence, language may 
offend, not recommended for children) 

DTS Digital, Stadium seating Fri-Tue, Thu 12:20, 
3:25, 6:40, 9:40; Wed 12:20, 3:25, 10:05 


ANGELS AND DEMONS (244, violence) 

DTS Digital No passes, On 2 screens Daily 12:00, 
12:30, 3115) 3°45, 6:30, 7:25, 9:45 

OBSESSED (244) 

DTS Digital, Stadium seating Fri-Wed 12:10, 3:00, 
6:25, 9:10 


GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (PG, lan- 
guage may offend, not recommended for children) 
DTS Digital, Stadium seating Fri-Wed 1:10, 4:10, 
7:30, 10:5; Thu 1:10, 410, 7:30, 10:25 


THE SOLOIST (PG, disturbing content, coarse 
language, not recommended for children) 
Stadium seating, DTS Digital Daily 12:50, 3:55, 
7:10, 10:10 


TERMINATOR SALVATION (144) 
No passes DTS Digital Wed 12:01; DTS Digital, 
stadium seating: Thu 12:20, 3:00, 7:20, 10:20 


4211-139 Ave, 780.472.7600 


17 AGAIN (PG, crude content) 
Fri, Tue-Wed 4:15, 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Mon 1:40, 4:15, 
6:50, 9:10; Thu 4:25, 6:45, 9:10 


OBSESSED (144) 

Fri, Tue-Wed 4:10, 7:20, 9:55; Sat-Mon 1:25, 410, 
7:20, 9:55 

THE SOLOIST (PG, disturbing content, coarse 
language, not recommended for children) 

Fri, Tue-Thu 3340, 6:35, 9:25; Sat-Mon 12:50, 3:40, 
6:35, 9:25 

X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (24A, violence, 
not recommended for children) 

Fri, Tue-Wed 3:50, 6:45, 9:20; Sat-Mon 12:45, 3:50, 
6:45, 9:20; Digital Presentation Fri, Tue-Thu 4:30, 
7:10, 9:45; Sat-Mon 1:30, 4:30, 7:10, 9:45 


GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (PG, lan- 
guage may offend, not recommended for children) 
Fri, Tue-Thu 4:20, 7:05, 9:35; Sat-Mon 1:15, 4:20, 
F095, $35 

STAR TREK (PG, violence) 

No passes, On 2 Screens: Fri 3:30, 4:00, 6:30, 7:00, 
9:30, 10:00; On 2 Screens: Sat-Sun 12:30, 1:00, 3:30, 
4:00, 6:30, 7:00, 9:30, 10:00; Mon 12:30, 1:00, 3:30, 
4:00, 6:30, 7:00, 9:30, 10:00; On 2 Screens: Tue-Thu 
3330, 4:00, 6:30, 7:00, 9:30, 10:00 

ANGELS AND DEMONS (iA, violence) 

No passes, On 2 Screens: Fri, Tue-Thu 3:20, 4:49, 
6:40, 8:00, 9:50; Sat-Mon 12:10, 1:20, 3:20, 4:4, 
6:40, 8:00, 9:50 

TERMINATOR SALVATION (144) 

No passes Wed 12:01; On 2 Screens: Thu 3:50, 4:35) 
6:50, 7:20, 9:40, 10:10 


DUGGAN CINEMA - CAMROSE 


6601-48 Ave, Camrose, 780.608.24 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (14A, violence, 
not reco! for children) 
Daily 7:05 9:05; Sat, Sun, Mon, Tue 2:05 


guage may offend, not recommended for children) 
Daily 7:10 9:10; Sat, Sun, Mon, Tue 210 

ANGELS AND DEMONS (:4A, violence) 

Daily 6:45 9:5; Sat, Sun, Mon, Tue 1:45 
OBSESSED (14) 

Fri-Wed 725 925 


MONSTERS VS ALIENS (c) 
Sat, Sun, Mon, Tue 215 


TERMINATOR SALVATION (4A) 
Starts Thurs May 21: 7:10, 9:20 


GALAXY - SHERWOOD PARK 

2020 Sherwood Drive, 780.416.0150 
ANGELS AND DEMONS (14A, violence) 
No passes Fri 3:20, 3:45, 6:30, 7:00, 9:50, 10:15; Sat- 
Mon 12:15, 12:45, 3:20, 3:45, 6:30, 7:00, 9:50, 10:15; 
Tue-Thu 6:30, 7:00, 9:50, 10:15 
STAR TREK (PG, violence) 
No passes Fri 3:30, 4:30, 6:40, 7:30, 9:40, 10:30; Sat- 
Mon 12:30, 3:30, 3:30, 4:30, 6:40, 7:30, 9:40, 10:30; 
Tue-Thu 6:40, 7:30, 9:40, 10:30 
GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (PG, lan- 
guage may offend, not recommended for children) 
Fri 4:20, 7:20, 10:00; Sat-Mon 1:40, 4°20, 7:20, 10:00; 
Tue-Thu 7:20, 10:00 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (144) 
Fri 3:40, 4:50, 6:45, 7:40, 9:30, 10:20; Sat-Mon 1:00, 
2:00, 3:40, 4:50, 6:45, 7:40, 9:30, 10:20; Tue-Thu 6:45, 
7:40, 9:30, 10:20 
OBSESSED (144) 
Fri 4:40, 7:50, 10:25; Sat-Mon 1:50, 4:40, 7:50, 10:25; 
Tue-Wed 7:50, 10:25 
EARTH (Pc) 
Fri 3:50, 6:56, 9:20; Sat-Mon 1:20, 3:50, 6:50, 9:10; 


+ Tue-Wed 6:50, 9:10 


TZ AGAIN (PG, cride content) 
Fri 4:00, 7:10, 9:45; Sat-Mon 1:10, 4:00, 7:10, 9:45; 
Tue-Thu 7:10, 9:45 


TERMINATOR SALVATION (144) 
No passes Thu 6:35, 7:45, 9:20, 10:30 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert, 
TBO458.9822 


Date of Issue only: Thu, May 14 


MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 3D (G) 
Thu, May 14: 1:15, 3:05, 4:55 


STATE OF PLAY (PG, violence, language may 
offend, not recommended for children) 
Thu, May 14: 6:45, 9:05 


T7 AGAIN (PG, crude content) 
Thu, May 24: 2:20, 3:20, 5:15, 7:15, 9:20 


HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE (Gc) 
Thu, May 14: 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:00 


FIGHTING (144) 
Thu, May 24: 9:00 


X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (14A, violence, 
not recommended for children) 
Thu, May 14: 1:05, 3:10, 5:10 7:20, 9:25 


STAR TREK (PG, violence) 
Thu, May 14: 1:45, 4:15, 6:50, 9:10 


Leduc, 780.352.3922 
ANGELS AND DEMONS (14A, violence) 
Daily 7:00, 9:40; Sat-Mon 1:00 and 3:45 


X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (244, violence, 
not recommended for children) 

Daily 6:55, 9:25; Sat-Mon 12:55, 3:25 

OBSESSED (14A) 

Daily 7:10, 9:20; Sat-Mon 2:10, 3:20 


STAR TREK (PG, violence) 
Daily 7:05, 9:37 Sat-Mon 2:05, 3:40 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 780.425.9212 


EDMONTON INTERNATIONAL FILM FES- 
TIVAL PRESENTS: WORLD'S HOTTEST 
COMMERCIALS (4A, nudity) 

Fri, Sat 7:00, 8:45, 12; Sun 8:45, 12 

TOXIC TRESPASS (sTC) 

Sun 2:00, 7:00 

TURKEY SHOOT: TOP GUN (sTC) 

Wed 8:00 


PPARKLAND CINEMA7 CINEMA 7 


130 Century Crossing, Spruce Grove, 780.972.2332, Serv- 
Ing Spruce Grove, Stony Plair; Parkland County 


ANGELS AND DEMONS (:4A, violence) 

Daily 6:50, 9:30; Sat, Sun, Mon, Tue 12:50, 3:30; 

Movies For Mommies: Tue, May 19: 12:50pm 

TERMINATOR SALVATION (:44) 

Thu, May 22 6:45, 9:30 

X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (244, violence, 

snot recommended for children) 

Daily 7:00, 9:10; Sat, Sun, Mon, Tue 1:00, 3:20 

GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (PG, lan- 
may offend, not recommended for children) 

Daily 7:15, 9:20; Sat, Sun, Mon, Tue 2:15, 3-20 
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Daily 7:05, 9:00; Sat, Sun, Mon, Tue 1:05, 3:00 
THE SOLOIST (PG, disturbing content, coarse 
bapeage, not recommended for young children) 
Daily 9:05 

T7 AGAIN (PG, crude content) 

Daily 7:10, 9:15; Sat, Sun, Mow, Tue 1:10, 3-15 
HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE (Gc) 
Daily 6:45; Sat, Sun, Mon, Tue 12:45, 3:05 


S7T2-109 St, 760.433.0728 
GOMORRAH (144, coarse language, viole 


not recommended for children) 
Daily 6:45, 9:15; Sat, Sun, Mon 2:00 


ROCKY HORROR (sTc) 
Sat, May 16: Midnight 


10337-82 Ave, 780.433.0728 v 
TWO LOVERS (:4A, coarse langu: 
Daily 9:00; Sat, Sun,Mon3:00 $ 


LYMELIFE (4A coarse language, sexual content) 
Daily 6:50; Sat, Sun, Mon 1:00 

BEFORE TOMORROW (sTC) 

Daily 7:00, 9:10; Sat, Sun, Mon 2:00 


|SCOTIABANK THEATREWEM THEATRE WEM 
WEM, 8882-170 St, 780.444.2400 

ANGELS AND DEMONS (44, 

No passes Fri-Tue, Thu 11:45, 12 

7°30, 10:15, 10:45; Wed 12:45, 3:25, 

10:35, 10:45; Star and Strollers Scr 

STAR TREK (PG, violence) 

No passes Fri-Tue, Thu 1:30, 4:45, 8:00; Wed 4:45, 

8:00; Daily 12:00, 3:10, 6:30, 9:45; Digital Cinema: 

Daily 12:45, 3:50, 7:15, 10:30; Star and Strollers 

Screening: Wed 1:00 

GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (P<, lan- 

guage may offend, not recommended for ¢ 

Daily 1:15, 3:49, 6:50, 9:50 

X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (1A, violence 

not recommended for children) 

Daily 11:50, 1:10, 2:30, 4:10, 5:20, 7:10, 7:50, 10:10 

10:40 

OBSESSED (144) 

Fri-Tue 12:10, 3:00, 6:30, 9:15; Wed 12:10, 3:00, 9:15 

FIGHTING (244) 

Fri-Mon 4:40, 7:40, 10:20 

EARTH (PG) 

Fri-Mon 1:40 

T7 AGAIN (PG, crude content) 

Daily 12:50, 3:30, 6:40, 9:20 

FAST AND FURIOUS (144) 

Fri-Sat, Mon-Wed 12:00, 2:30, 7:45, 10:30; Sun 

12:00, 2:30, 10:30 . 

MONSTERS VS. ALIENS: AN IMAX 3D 

EXPERIENCE (G) 

Fri-Mon 12:00, 2°15, 4:30, 7:00, 9:39; Tue 2:15, 4:30) 

7:00, 9:30; Wed 2:15, 4:30, 7:00 

WWE: JUDGMENT DAY (Classification not 

available) 

Sun 6:00 

TERMINATOR SALVATION (144) 

Midnight, No passes Wed 12:01; Thu 1:00, 2:00, 

4100, 5:00, 7:00, 8:00, 10:00, 10:45 

DIANA KRALL-LIVE IN RIO (Classification 


rot available) 
Wed 7:00 


| WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


‘TM Ave, Groat Rd, 7EOASS.8726 
STAR TREK (PG, violence) 
No passes Dolby Stereo Digital: Fri 6:50, 10:00 
Sat-Mon 12:30, 3:30, 6:50, 10:00; Tue-Thu 6:50, 
10:00 
ANGELS AND DEMONS (4A. violence) 
No passes DTS Digital Fri, Tue-Thu 6:30, 9:40; Sat- 
Mon 12:00, 3:15, 6:30, 9-49 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (14, violence, 
not recommended for children) 
Dolby. Stereo Digital Fri, Tue-Wed 7:20, 10:10; Sat- 
Mon 12:55, 3:55; 7:20, 10:20 
TERMINATOR SALVATION (44) 
No passes DTS Digital Thu 7:00, 10:10 
THE SOLOIST (PG, disturbing content, coarse 
language, not recommended for children) 
DTS Digital Fri, Wed 7:20, 9:50; Sat-Mon 22:45, 3-45. 
7:10, 9:50; Tue, Thu 9:50 


WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 


Wetaskbwin, 780.352 3922 
ANGELS AND DEMONS (:4A, violence) 
Daily 7:05, 9:49% Sat-Mon 1:00, 340 
OBSESSED (2A) 
Daily 7:10, 9:20; Sat-Mon 2:10, 320 


X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (144, violence, 
not recommended for children) 
Daily 7:00, 9:30 Sat-Mon 1:00, 3:30 


STAR TREK (PG, violence) 
Daily 6:55, 9°35; Sat-Mon 12:35, 3:35 


ning: Wed 1:00 
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More album reviews online, 
Monday to Friday. 
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PREVUE // PATRICK WATSON 


What's up, Doc? 


Patrick Watson & the Wooden Arms shrug off expectations with new album 


MIKE ANGUS 


KEANGUS@VUEWEEXLY.COM 


SS 
or Montréal's Patrick Watson 
(and his newly-named band the 

Wooden Arms), two years of touring 

the world have paid off: they've won 

over audiences from New Mexico to 

Iceland; they seemingly came out 

of nowhere to win the Polaris Music 

Prize for their 2006 album Close to 

Paradise; and they recorded their new 


album, Wooden Arms, in a mansion 
outside of Paris. Given this level of 
success, I ask drummer Robbie Custer 
how things—if not everything—have 
changed for the band 

"The greatest difference was the last 
two years spent on the road. From 
there, we went straight into the stu- 
dio,” he explains of the band's deci- 
sion to capture the momentum on 
tape. "We wanted to put out a record 
that was closer to what our live show 


SB EDMONTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


— 
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had become, and reflected our prog 
ress throughout those two years of 
touring There's a lot less post-pro 
duction, ifany. We tried to capture our 
ideas from an organic sound source 
"We were really influenced by the 
works of [Looney Tunes cartoon music 
composer] Carl Stalling," he marvels 
"That was [a concept] that was really 
important on this record, the ‘folly 
sound effects from those cartoons. We 
really wanted to tell a story, to support 
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each song with whatever sounds we 
could come up with.” 

Those familiar with Watson's street- 
busker-meets-mad-genius live show 
will understand what Custer is getting 
at: with influences ranging from De- 
bussy to Jeff Buckley, Close to Paradise is 
a studio tour-de-force of lushly layered, 
carnivalesque post-production. On 
Wooden Arms, however, the band har- 
nessed a whole new set of influences, 
garnered from life on the road. 

"We had been in Iceland for a festi- 
val and we fell in love with the place,” 
Custer enthuses. "We wanted to go 
back there and record in that envi- 
ronment. We also fell in love with the 
Southern states—New Orleans, and 


crossing the desert—we loved 
vibe of those places, the music 
the culture. We'd been listenin, 
a lot of folk music, and we wanted 
keep that roots aspect with our reco) 
But we also have that Icelandic et} 
real weirdness, making it fucked up i 
some ways. There's a surrealness t 
Close to Paradise is very smooth, no 
jagged edges to it. This one is muc! 
more jagged in some ways, there's a |o 
more percussion. It moves more 

This unorthodox set of influen 
should come as no surprise for a band 
whose roots lie in Quebec's rich open- 
ness to art. “Quebec is great for us, | 
cause it has its own culture niche 
[When we started] in 2000, there 
something happening in Montréa 
you could feel it. There was definite), 
something happening at a club opene: 
by members of Godspeed You! Blac! 
Emperor; then Pop Montréal started 
and all these shows started to come ( 
town. A lot of artists started moving to 
Montréal ‘cause it was one of the cheap 
est places in Canada to live.” 


Most bands will tell you that the sec 
ond album is harder to make than th 
first, due to all the outside expecta 
tion—especially when your debut re 
cord wins you the prestigious Polari 
Prize. Custer is humble and cand 
about the band’s approach to suc! 
critical anticipation. 

"The pressure we put on ourselves 
was greater than any other pressu 
from the outside," he admits. "\\ 
were pretty humbled by winning 
{the Polaris}; music has never beer 
a competition for us, so it was weird 
to win something and be like ‘Yeah 
We're Number One!’ The other nom 
nees were pretty big: Arcade Fire 
and Feist, and who the fuck were we 
Pitchfork was like, ‘Patrick Who? 

"It gave us a little bit of exposur 
he says smugly. “It helped us a lo! 
in Europe, where we're concentrai 
ing our efforts. The crowds are good 
there—not to say Canada's aren 
People really love music over there 

‘And they buy records,” he add 
laughing. V 
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yous think that moving from 
small-town Alberta to big-city 
Edmonton to pursue music would be 
enough to steel your resolve, would 
be proof positive that you have what 
it takes to step out of your comfort 
zone—a mecessary trait if your as- 
Pirations are bigger than campfire 
crooner. But life has a one-step-for- 
ward-two-steps-back quality, and the 
things that we learn about ourselves 
are often by repetition. 

Although singer-songwriter Deon 
Blyam managed to carve his name into 
the Edmonton scene within a couple 
years of moving here in the mid-'90s, 
\t wasn’t until he moved to Calgary a 
couple of years back that he was able 
‘o see the world of possibility. 

! moved to Calgary because I felt 
kind of like a chapter of my life had 
ended in Edmonton and I kind of 
wanted a change,” Blyan explains over 
the phone from Calgary. "Edmonton is 
4 great cocoon where you can play and 
get a lot of support and really hone 
your skills. I look back on it now and 


sraduation day 
slyan leaves his Lessons behind 


I see that if I hadn't moved to Calgary, 
I never would have played in Toronto, 
I never would have played in Vancou- 
ver, I never would have played in New 
York City. It was almost kind of like a 
growth stage.” 

Many artists—of any medium—will 
tell you that growth stages are fod- 
der for their art, but Blyan is espe- 
cially frank about it, which more than 
comes through in his music—just 
take the name of his fall 2007 release 
Lessons (and other things learned). 
His second studio album really saw 
him beginning to understand his 
own voice. This direction, inspired 
by everyone from Bob Dylan to Ron 
Sexsmith to Danny Michel, is one in 
which he wants to continue. 

"There were songs on the last album 
that were stripped down and those 
are the songs that I'm the most hap- 
py with,” he says. "I'd like to just get 
into that organic sound, a lot of head 
room, a lot of space, and allow that. A 
lot of the songs that I've been writing, 
lend themselves to a lot of space.” 

Lyrically, Blyan is aspiring to become 
more of a storyteller, to try and wrest 
the universal from the everyday. 
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"I think that any songwriter worth 
their salt eventually gets to that skill 
set," he says. "I'm sitting outside a 
Laundromat, actually, right now—but 
being able to say, OK, there's a lady in 
the Laundromat, I'm going to write a 
song about that lady's story and make it 
poetic. I've sat down with friends to do 
co-writing and the way they go about 
it, they bring other experiences, it's 
not just ‘I'm in love with a girl and this 
is why.’ It’s further than that that holds 
the listener.” 

Blyan hasn't officially been record- 
ing, but after taking a bit of a winter 
hibernation, he has been noodling 
with some demos, even stretching his 
musical muscles by playing each of the 
instruments. It has been a year and a 
half since Lessons, after all, and he's 
got the itch—it's time to start finishing 
off some songs and laying down some 
tracks. It's time to take on those lessons 
and other things (re)learned. W 
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WILD WEST SALOON B (electro, retro) BLUES ON WHYTE v.1:-:, 
ee ROCKS Salsaholic Dan and Boogie Patrol 
wursdays Dance lessons at CARROT 
Spm; Salsa Dj to follow aeede. 
OVERTIME SOUTH Reto o-30pan; &; (dear) F 
to New: dassic rock RRB, whan = CASINO EDMONT 
ee DJ Mikee; gpm- = Goillven Fixe andi .., eo 
s (country/rock) 
FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 780.426.2889 PLANET 
OR EMAIL LISTINGS@VUEWEEKLY.COM Albert La Se — YELLOWHEAD 
DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT 3PM foun decane om ¢ Classics (easy rock) 
ACCURATE PND EEE EE Pi residents COAST To COAST pen 
_ninansnetigen : Stage every Friday night orith 
THURSDAY cnconsclussasey per ah how Leno Bashy oy 
ENCORE CLUB industry ‘Tamaiey wa eg Sais... 
ATLANTIC TRAP AND Music and Networking STARUTEROOM Musicrst roots); gpmaum: no cons 
GILL Distant Horizon Night; $20 and The Techno Hippy Crew: ca poorer 
AVENUE THEATRE Define HAVEN er Escapack Entertainment ——— ove oe music 
the Line First Show: Mass aap a Se ; BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE : a 
Undergoe, Capture the Hills, Tyee, 2 at Megahines, Big Rock Thursdays: DJs on 3 STOLLFS ; Bap — — 
Mark Me For Dead; 8pm; no ‘TicketMaster levels aiAasatec with Dj Footnotes hosted by blues: Bernard and the t 
en HULBERT'S Kaley Bird; spin Dub & Reggae in The etiiny SCR Semmeney —— 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE Rockin’ Pm $10 (door) Underdog 
with Ronnie After Work hosted  JAMMMERS PUB Thu BUDDY'S wet TEMPLE Surely Temple eee SAFE Us 
by Ron Rault every Thu and open fam; 71pm. sr underwear contest with Thuradays: with D]Tron, age lays: The Jim Findla 
Fri 4-6pm. Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ DCD, Optimixe Prime, Miyura (0 (jamz), 6-gpm; $5 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE J AND R Open stage with the —_WestCaastBabyDaddy Fernando; gpm (door); $5 (cover) HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB jo 
Bore (poptassitae), Nolan with Justine Ann, David 
Te eeeeaney 830pm-1230am neue MCHASTY'S i TT ee 
= anemnoiswac = RADA ee 
LB'S PUB j at 7pm (door\ gpm (show) 
BLUES ON WHYTE Rotten pap teks = as FLUID LOUNGE Girls ATLANTIC TRAP AND ahaa 
Dan and Boogie Patrol Night out 
LIVE WIRE Open 5 GALL Chuck Rose HULBERT'S Marie jose: 
=e BAF peewee Thursdays with Gary Thomas oa BUDDHA (Whyte AVENUE THEATRE Dj Houle; 8pm; S:o (door 
~ eid cos MCDOUGALL UNITED Ave) Requests with D)Damian —_Frederich, Sunset Strip, Raitown  HYDEAWAY-All Ages An 
CHURCH joel Plackett GAS PUMP Ladics Nite: Top Park, Vox Humana; all ages; Space The Maddigans (tour 
= “55 TOPHER’S PARTY NORTH GLENORA HALL 40/dance with DJ Christian 6:30pm (doar) $10 admission kickoff) featuring gu 
Open stage hosted by 3 
Alberta Crude; Cines Jam by Wild Rose Old Time GINGUR SKY Urban AXIS CAFE Chanda Cooper - emma Jams 
coasttocoastpus = Sieaase AZUCAR PICANTE America are 
Open mic at the pub: hip hop RED PiANO-PIANO HALO ‘Thursdays Fo Sho: with Rosa; Pree Salsa Lessens on ney CLUB Doellix 
open mic every Thursday night © SAR Hottest dueling piano Allout DJs Dy Degree, Junior Fridays at gpm cae os 2. ae 
with host Yak Dollaz show featuring the Red Piano Brown : BEER HUNTER-St Albert guest: 
CROWN AND ANCHOR Players; 8pm-1am KAS BAR Urban House: with Get Bent JEFFREY'S Disa Stabe! (pop 
Paper Moon, Maddie and REXALL PLACE Fae oentin se BLUE CHAIR CAFE Rockin’? 
Teddy Bill Gaither and the LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish with Ronnie After Work hosted JEKYLL AND HYDE (Pub) 
DRUID Guitar heroes Homecoming Friends; 7pm Thursdays: funky house/techno by Ron Rault every Thu and Every Priday: Headwind (c 
' RIVER CREE-Live Lounge — with DJ Colin Hargreaves, Fri 4-6pm pop/rock’, 9pm; ao cover 
DUSTER'S PUB Thursday Lyle Hobbs house/breaks with DJ Krazy BLUE CHAIR CAFE The LEVA CAPPUCCINO BAR 
open jam hosted by The K hardstyle/techno with DJ Wee a saiceemtiletinae Vive omitic every Fi 
Assassins of youth (bhues/rock); SECOND CUP- Decha, tech trance/eléctro with rictes He mes stated , 
gpm no cover VARSCONA Live music DJ Savage Garret; no minors; Se eee MEETS Teny Jorden 
DV8 Open mic Thursdays pa anne. niga Daes naesaed Kensey Lambert, Painting with: Ges Raper 
ECO CAFE-VILLAGE NEW CITY SUBURBS Ella, James Clarke, Stephanie NEW CITY SUBURBS 
AT PIGEON LAKE URBAN LOUNGE Fear of Bingo at 9:30pm followed by Bosch, Kalsey Kulyk; €pm; $10 Trevor Loveys, Cobra 
Open City, Portal, Feeding Fiction; ieAroabinek Therapy veil ‘with a meall/$x5 (concert and Commander, Joust, DJ Tror 
Mic Nights 1st and 3rd Th s : Bectroshock Therapy with , : 
ights 1st and 3rd Thu 8pm; $6 Dervish Nazz Nomad and Plan refreshments) Cool Beans 


every month; 6:30-8:30pm; 


_——————— 


ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave - ATLANTIC TRAP 
THEATRE 9030-118 Ave, 780.477.2149 » AXIS CAFE 10349 Jasper Ave, 780.990.0031 - BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 


AND GILL 7704 Calgary 


‘Trail South, 780.432.4611 - AVENUE 


: 1076s Jasper Ave, 780.420.9098 « BEER HUNTER-St Albert 336 St Albert Rd, St Albert, 720.418.7867 + BILLY BOB’S Continental Inn, 16425 Stony Plain Rd, 780.484.7759. 


: ECO CAFE Village at Pigeon 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 780.4291082 - BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 780.989.2861» BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 780.439.3982 - 
BOOTS 10242-2106 St, 780.423.5014 « BRIXX BAR 10030-2102 St (downstairs) 780.428.1099 + BUDDY’'S 117258 Jasper Ave, 720.488.6636 - CASINO EDMONTON 70:5 
Argylll Rd, 780.463.9467 - CASINO YELLOWHEAD 112464-153 St, 780 424 9467 ° CHATEAU LOUIS Julian’s/Royal Coach/Touch of Class 11727 Kingsway, 780 452777 * 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 202: Millbourne Rd, West, 780.452.6565 - CHROME LOUNGE 1 
CITY MARKET North of Jasper cn 104 St- COAST TO COAST PUB 5552 Calgary Trail, 780.439.8675 « CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE AUDITORIUM 13750 Woodcrofi 
~- COPPERPOT RESTAURANT Capital Pisce, 101, 9707-20 St, 780.452.7800 » CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd, 780.472.7696 « CROWN PUB 
2 19709-109 St, 720.428.9h8 - DIESEL ULTRA LOUNGE 12845 Wayne Gretzky Drive, 760,704, CUUB - DEVANEY’S IRISH PUB 9013-28 Ave » DRUID 11608 Jasper Ave 
2 780.454.9928  DUSTER'S PUB 6402-113 Ave, 780.474.5554 + DVB TAVERN 8307-99 St, www:DVSTAVERN.com - EARLY STAGE SALOON 4911-5 Ave, Stony Plain 
Lake + EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase Ill, 780.489.SHOW + ENCORE CLUB 07 Fir St, Sherwood Park, 780.417.0011 « 


32 Ave, Victoria Trail - CITADEL MACLAB THEATRE 9828-101 Av 


: FIDDLER’S ROOST £906-99 St - FILTHY MCNASTY'S 1051-82 Ave, 780.916.1557 « FLUID LOUNGE 10105-109 St, 780.429.0700 » FOXX DEN 205 Camegi Drive, St 


} Albert. FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq, 780.433.9623 
a8 Ave, 780.912.4312/780.952.3606 » HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 780.423. HALO - HAVEN 


- FUNKY BUDDHA 1034:-82 Ave, 780.433.9676 - GAS PUMP 1066-114 St, 780.488.4842 « GINGUR SKY 1550 
SOCIAL CLUB 10.204 (basement), Stony Plain Rd, 780.756.6010 « HILL TOP PUB 


i 8220-106 Ave, 730.490.7359 - HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-1254 St.780.452.168 HULBERT'S 7601-15 St, 780.436.2h2 - HYDEAWAY-ALL Ages Art Space 10209-100 Ave - 
IRON BOAR PUB gsu-sist St, Wetaskiwin - IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South JAMMERS PUB 11548-227 Ave, 780.452.8779 «J AND R 4003-108 St, 7804364403 
£ JEFFREY'S CAFE 0640 142 St, 780.451.8850 - JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB AND RESTAURANT Riverview Inn, 10209-100 Ave, 760.426.5381 (guby}y80.429.508 (rest 


i JET NIGHTCLUB o2z1-24 Ave, 


780.466.6552 » JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-37 Ave, 780.429.2000 » KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 780.433.6768 - LB'S PUB 25 Akins Dr 


i St Albert; 780.460.9100 « LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 780.481.2786 « LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, and I, 780.447.4495 + LIVE WIRE 1107 Knotwood Ra. East « 


} LOOP LOUNGE 367 St Albert RG, St Albert, 780.460.2122 


. MACLAB CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS-LEDUC 4208-so St» MCDOUGALL UNITED 


: CHURCH 1025-101 St, 780.428:818 - MORANGO'S TEK CAFE 1018-70 St- MURRIETA'S 0612-82 Ave » MUTTART HALL MacEwan Alberta College Campus, 1005 
: MacDonald Dr- NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 780.490.1999 » NEW CITY 1008: Jasper Ave, 780.989.5066 - NIKKI DIAMONDS 8130 Gateway Blvd, 780.439.2008 + 

} NORTH GLENORA HALL 13535-1098 Ave - NORWOOD LEGION :1150-82 St, 780.4363554 O'BYRNE'S 10616-82 Ave, y80.424.6766 - 180 DEGREES 10730-107 St, 

} yBo.sug.023 « ON THE ROCKS 11790 Jasper Ave, 780.4477 - OVERTIME DOWNTOWN 1030421 St 780.423.6453» OVERTIME SOUTH Whitermud Crossing 

} gour-106 St, 7804853727 « PALACE CASINO-WEM 8882-170 St, 780.444.2012 - PARKLAND GRILL 3223, RR 272, Spruce Grove, 780. 960.6871 » PAWN SHOP 1055-82 Ave 
£ Upstairs 72320814 + PLANET INDIGO-Jasper Ave 11607 jasper Ave - PLANET INDIGO-St Albert é: Liberton Dr, St. Albert PLAY NIGHTCLUB 1220-10; 
ste PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL so86o-sy Ave» PROHIOBITION SPEAKEASY 13026 Jasper Ave, 780.420.0448 « RED PLANO-Piano Bar 1638 Bourbon 

St, WEM, 8882-170 St, 780.486.7722 - RED STAR 10538 Jasper Ave, 780.428.0825 + RENDEZVOUS PUB :0108-149 St- ROSEBOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE :011-137 St. 

1 po 482.5059 « SAVOY MARTINI LOUNGE soa1-82 Ave SECOND CUP-MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT 1239-103 Ave, 780.45.7574 «SECOND CUP-Stanley Milner 
? Library 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq + SECOND CUP-Varscona Varecona Hotel, 106 St. Whyte Ave - SHELL THEATRE-DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE 8700-85 St. 

port Saskatchewan « SIDELINERS PUB s:0:8-27 St, 459-6006 - SOBEYS~Jasper Ave 10404 Jasper Ave - SOBEYS~College Plaza 8225 22 St- SPORTSWORLD 

1 ygno-104 St« STARLITE ROOM 3030-102 St, 780.428.1099 - STEEPS—Old Glenora 1141: Stony Plain Rd, 780.488.3505 » STEEPS TEA LOUNGE-College Plaza 

i aux6-B2 Ave, 780.988.8105 « STOLLI'S and Fi, 10368-83 Ave, 780.437.2393 » SUEDE LOUNGE 1806 Jasper Ave, 780.482.0707 » TAPHOUSE go20 McKenney Ave, StAlbert, 

} sBo.4s80860- UNION HALL Argyll, 99 St, 780.702.2582 - URBAN LOUNGE 10544-82 Ave, 720.477:7699° VAT PUB-Red Deer s301-43 St- VICTORIA SCHOOL- 

£ Gallery so: St and Kingsway Ave - WILD WEST SALOON s2p.2s0 St. 780.76;988 -WUNDERBAR fizo-03 st, 780.436.2286 « ¥ AFTERHOURS 10028 202 St 


} 780.9943 
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lently judging me. 


NORWOOD LEGION Open 
Sage; 730pm. 7pm (door); $4 
(door) free: 

ON THE ROCKS Bonafide 
with Dj Wil 


PAWN SHOP. Women, Pale 


Ends; no minors: 


RED PIANO-PIANO 

BAR Hottest dueling piano 
show featuring the Red Pizno 
Players; 9pm-2am 


Mitchell; no minors;$45.50 at 
TicketMaster 


SOBEYS—fasper Place 
Karen Porka Trio (jazz) 
SOBEYS—College Plaza 
Marty Majorowiez Trio (jazz) 
STARLITE ROOM Strung 
Out, Death By Stereo, This is 
Stand Off; 8pm (door); $22 
21 TicketMaster, Blackbyrd, 
Unionevents.com 


STEEPS—Old Glenora Live 

Music Fridays: Jim Cuming 

(indie/blues/Geltich, $:30- 
30pm 

URBAN LOUNGE The 

Sessions 

VAT PUB-Red Deer The 

Stone Merchants 

VICTORIA SCHOOL 

pan | Dubyk 

lonation in for admission 

and CD) 

WILD WEST SALOON 

Tera Lee 


Bees trend fully res : 
importance and power of online : 
a beyond emulating SNES games, | : 
had an opportunity to run around parks : 
and grow up without a computer glare : 


Right now, our nearly limitless access to 
information and media is barely satiated, 

My younger sister is forging her identity : 
with an online representation of herself : 
on equal footing with her real-life perso- : 
na. This kind of manicured self-perception : 
also happens with new bands. A new act : 
already has remixes made before its first : 
release Is available for purchase. Steps are : 


| 


Air Singers (CD release), Sharp 


sSEFORE THE NET 


and 


BAt KLASH 


ist ES 


BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Friday DJs spin Wooftop and 
‘Main Floor: Eclectic jams with 
Nevine-indie, soul, motown, 
new wave, electro; Underdog: 
Perverted Fridays: Punk and Ska 
from the ‘6os ‘70s and ‘8os with 
Fathead 
BOOTS Retro Disco: retro 
dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em 
famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, 
come early to avoid lineup, no 
cover before 19pm 

CHROME LOUNGE 
Platinum VIP Fridays 
EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, 
hip hop, house, mash up; no 
minors 


ESMERELDA'S Exzies 

the best in country " 
FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte 
Ave) Top tracks, rock, retro 
with DJ Damian 


to New: classic rock, R&B, urban 
and dance with DJ Mikee; 9pm- 
2am; no cover 


PLAY NIGHTCLUB The first 
bar for the queer cormmunity 
to open in a decade with 

DJ's Alexx Brown and Eddie 
‘Toonflash; 9pm (door); $5 www. 
playnightclub.ca 


being skipped and it’s causing content to 
matter less to emerging artists. 
, How long before bands just 
stream previously performed, 
pre-manutactured shows on 
YouTube and build hype com- 
pletely divorced from the : 
rigors of touring? If people : 
don't buy albums anyway, 
how important is interacting 
with the audience if you can liter- 
ally create your own hype? These are 
the negative by-products of the digital 
world, our complete, unflinching power 
and control turned against us. The next 
steps seem to be how to make the Inter- 
net as portable as possible and how to : 
make the applications for this portability 
as robust as possible. 

IPhone apps have some flexibil- 
ity in their music-making capabilities : 
(check out this top-10: musically.com/ 
blog/2009/03/06/10-of-the-coolest- 
iphone-music-making-apps/). Brian Eno 
and Brian Chilver’s Bloom turns you 
into a one-man Sigur Ros with random 
finger taps. FourTrack is all in the name, 
a way to instantly record and track your 
musical ideas anywhere at any time and 


RED STAR Movin’ on Up 
Fridays: indie, rock, fimlk soul, 
hip hop with DJ Gatto, DJ Mega 
Wattson 


ROUGE LOUNGE Solice 
Fridays 


Request with a mix of Retro 
and Disco; 7-10:30pm; www. 
sports-world.ca 


STOLLI'S Top 40, R&B, house 
with People’s DJ 
STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 
with DJ Tysin 

SUEDE LOUNGE DJ Nic-E 
Remixed every Friday 
TEMPLE T.GI Psydays; 9pm 
WUNDERBAR Fridays with 
the Pony Girls, DJ Avinder and 
DJ'Toma; no cover 

Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
Fridays 


AVENUE THEATRE Dear 
(Your Name Here), The 
Consonance, West of Winnipeg, 


Vicky and the Berglers, Kaley 
Bird and the Flock all ages; 


630pm (door); S10 

ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL Chuck Rose 

AXIS CAFE ob My Darling; 
8pm 

AZUCAR PICANTE America 
Rosa 

BEER HUNTER-St Albert 
Get Bent “ 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Hair of the Dog: live acoustic 
music every Saturday afternoon; 
this week James Murdoch; 
4-6pm,; no cover 

BLUES ON WHYTE Saturday 
Afternoon Jam; Rotten Dan and 
Boogie Patrol (evening) 
BRIXX BAR Japandroids, 
guests; 9pm (door) 

CARROT Open mic Saturdays; 
730-10pm; free 

CASINO EDMONTON 
Colleen Rae and Cornerstone 
{country/rock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
‘The Classics (easy rock) 
CENTURY CASINO Dean 
Lickyer; $7 

CITY MARKET Slowbum 


tions for a digital world 


(stripped down); 9am-zpm. 
CROWN PUB Acoustic Open 
Mic with Marshall Lawrence and 
‘Tim Harwill; 13pm (sign-up), 
every Sat, 2-spm 

DEVANEY'S Mr. Lcky (blues/ 
roots); gpm-1amn; no cover 
DV8 TAVERN Live music 
every Sat; gpm; $5 

EARLY STAGE SALOON- 
Stony Plain Saturday Live 
Music 

EDDIE SHORTS Harmonica 
blues: Bernard and the Natural 
Consequences featuring 
Greyhound Gree 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 
Double Bill Deon Blyan and 
Anna B and the Heartbones; 
7pm (door); $10 (door) 
HILLTOP PUB Open Stage/ 
mic hosted by Sally's Krackers; 
3pm 

HULBERT'S Ray Mailman; 
8pm; $10 (door) 

TRON BOAR PUB Jazz in 
Wetaskiwin featuring jazz trios 
the ast Saturday each month: 
this month: The Don Bemer 
‘Trio; 9pm; $10 

IVORY CLUB Duelling piano 
show with Jesse, Shane, Tiffany 
and Brik and guests 
JAMMERS PUB szturday 
open jam, 3-7:30pm; country/ 
rock band 9pm-2am_ 


JEFFREY'S Rollanda Lee 
(jazz Ss 

JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB 
Headwind (dassic pop/rock); 
gpm; io cover 

JET NIGHTCLUB Backroom 
(back entrance): Hip hop 

every Sat 

L.B'S PUB The Kyler Schogen 
Band; 9:30pm-2am. 
MCDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH Patrick Watson; 7pm. 
(door) tickets at TicketMaster, 
Megatunes, Listen, Blackbyrd 
MORANGO'S TEK CAFE 
Saturday open stage: hosted 
by Dr. Oxide; 7-10pm 
MURRIETA'S Terry Jorden 
(piano); 8-10pm 

O'BYRNE'S Live Band 
Saturday 3-7p13; DJ 9:30pm. 
180 DEGREES Dancehall and 
Reggae night every Saturday 


4 then upload them to your computer. 
: Guitar, piano, flute and drum machine 
: approximations are there as well. Can 
: you imagine if people start taking these 
i things really seriously, formulating a 
{ generation that has moved beyond tra- 
ditional instrumentation completely!?! 

Growing up, | had the luck (and curse) 
: to come of age as a second-generation 
: record collector. | was an obsessive ar- 
: chivist out of the womb, developing a 
: musical personality through the physical 
: act of digging, the hunt for rare plate- 
: like vinyl beasts, This shaped the music 
: Ive made and the music of other people 
= I've known and this ethos has developed 
our mostly insular music community. But 
: when people talk about Local scenes, how 
= municipal can it really be? Most people 
: are aware of the same bands, go to the 
ame shows and wear the same clothes. 
And yet we still maintain a certain sonic 
} identity, Internet and all. There is now 
: very little deviation from social norms 
: In any field of life, but especially so for 
t independent music. So whatever we do 
: and where ever we take our future, we 
: have to remember the importance of re- 
: taining who we truly are. W 


ON THE ROCKS Bonafide 
with DJ Crazy Dave 
PALACE CASINO (WEM) 
The Chips 
PAWN SHOP sonic 
Presents Live On Site! Anti-Club 
dance, retro rock; 8pm (door) 
RED PIANO-PIANO BAR 
Hottest dueling piano show 
featuring the Red Piano Players; 
gpm-2am. 
RIVER CREE-LIVE 
LOUNGE shania Twin (Shania 
Twain tribute) 
SOBEYS-Jasper Place 
Karen Porka Trio (jazz) 
SOBEYS-College Plaza 
Marty Majorowicz Trio (jazz) 
STARLITE ROOM Capital 
City Burlesque with Raygun 
Cowboys; gpm (door); $10 
URBAN LOUNGE The 
Sessions 
VAT PUB-Red Deer The 
Stone Merchants 


WILD WEST SALOON 
Tera Lee 


YARDBIRD SUITE The 
Strathcona Improv Collective; 
8pm (door), 9pm (show); 

$12 (member)/$16 (guest) at 
‘TicketMaster 


CITADEL MACLAB 
THEATRE Edmonton Chinese 
Music Week (May 16-23: 
Chinese Instrument Youth 
Talent Concert, 7-30pm; S10 at 
Edmonton Chinatown Multi- 
Cultural Centre, 9540-102 Ave 


BUDDY'S Undie night for 
men only, free pool and tourney, 
Dj Arrowchaser 

EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, 
hip hop, house, mash up 
ESMERALDA'S Super 
Parties: Every Sat a different 
theme 


FLUID LOUNGE saturdays 
Gone Gold Mash-Up: with 
Harmen B and DJ Kwake 


CVE 


TRIBUTE ACTS 


LYLE HOBBS 


SHANIA TWIN 


MOJAVE IGUANAS 


LIWE HOURS: WEDNESDAY 
CAL FOO. 930. 2580 FOR INFORMATION 


PRN ~ BAM 
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Rules of the shirt — 


Your rock clothes say a lot about you 


Last week, | was met with metal on my Now that's a lot different than’ when | 


regular GO commuter train ride from : 
my home to BMO Field, to cover my : 


Toronto FC beat. 


with TRC fans and little else. 
But this time, it was packed 
with teens, all headed to a 
downtown pro-pot rally. 
The train was filled with 
pot smoke and kids wear- 
ing ironic rock gear. One _ 3 
kid, wearing a satin-shiny 
disco zip-up jacket, a green 
mesh 7-Up ball cap and Elton 
John glasses, had a boom box on his 


EN 
A 


Megadeth's “Wake Up Dead.” 


Now, | hadn't rocked out to "Wake Up : 
Dead" in at least a decade, sol was very : 
cool with the situation. At least it made = 


the ride more interesting than usual. 
But, judging by the way the kids on 


the train were wearing their rock gear, : 


1 am assuming there are now two rea- 
Sons to wear a band's shirt: 


a) You really like the band and want : 


to’advertise it. c 


b) You really want to get the hipster : 
"look how ironic my fashion is" thing : 


down. Whether it be an old disco shirt, 


a shirt with baseball sleeves advertising : 
an '80s glam-metal band or a top that : 
; irony) as | thrashed around a field dur 
: ing Ministry's set. 


salutes a bubblegum pop act, there is 
no doubt a cool factor to kitsch. 


RE 


| still have some favourite rock shirts. 


was dumb. 


band members’ names, what they did 


and, finally, the reminder that "you : 
are nothing.” That shirt perished at 
the second Lollapalooza tour, where it : 
! Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 


got totally immersed in mud (oh, the 


£ to find other revenue streams. Getting 
= more for merchandise helps offset 
was a teen—which was 20 years ago— : 
: when you only wore a shirt because : 
> you really, really liked a band. 
Usually, the weekend train is filled : 


: dise sales—think of it as a rental cost 
: for the sales space. Because the venues 
During the first Lollapalooza tour, at : 
Toronto's Exhibition Stadium, | : 
got in line early to get a Nine : 
Inch Nails shirt. Trent Reznor : 
was playing early in the day, : 
and his album, Pretty Hate ; 
Machine, had just broken. : 
Before he went on, his shirts : 
were already sold out. | was of- : 
: fered double the ticket price for : 
= the shirt, and | turned it down. That : 
lap, where he serenaded the car with : 


a ee 


Now, shirts can cost, well, $40 or 
more. Part of the reason that happens 
is that since bands hardly see any dol- 
lars from recorded products they have 


some lost CD sales. And bands pay 
venues a percentage of their merchan- 


get a chunk of the merchandise sales, it 
puts some inflationary pressure on the 
merchandise itself. 

Still, whether you're shooting for band 
support or irony, and want to spend the 
money at a show—or at a head shop 
after the tour is done and the surplus 
shirts go for cheap—here are a couple 
of tips. Think of it as a What Not to 
Wear for rock shirts. 

Never-wear a shirt of a band that you 


: are going to go out and see. Wearing a 

At a Ned's Atomic Dustbin show—ac- : 
tually a Jesus Jones show that the Eng- : 
lish two-bass band was opening—t got : 
a shirt, neon pink on black. The front: : 
> “Did you miss Ned's Atomic Dustbin?" : 
+ The back: "Then you fucked up!” 
That shirt went missing in the laundry. : 
: My mother got to that. : 
: A Mudhoney shirt, with the Seattle : 
grunge pioneers caked in mud on the : 
= front. The back of the shirt had the : 


Radiohead shirt to a Radiohead concert 
is lame. This is not a sporting event. Sure, 
you can wear a fave Oilers jersey at Rexall 
Place, but the same kind of fanboy adula- 
tion wears thin at a show. We all know 


> we are going to see Radiohead—you 


don't need to stick out like a superfan. 

if you buy a shirt at the show, don't 
wear it at the show. This Is especially 
true at club shows, where the merch 
booth doesn't run empty. Get your shirt 
on the way out. 

Shirts with tour dates on the back are 
really, really, really awful. W 


chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor and 


: author living in Toronto 


FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte 
Ave) Top tracks, rock, retro with 
Dj Damian 
GINGUR SKY Soulout 
‘Saturdays 


HALO For Those Who Know: 
house every Sat with DJ Junior 
Brown, Luke Morrison, Nestor 
Delano, Ari Rhodes 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE sizzie 
Saturday: DJ Groovy Cuvy and 
guests 

NEWCASTLE PUB 
Saturdays: Top 40, requests 
with DJ Sheri 

NEW CITY LIKWID 


LOUNGE Punk Rawk 
Saturdays with Todd and Alex 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Saturdays Suck with Greg Gory 
and BlueJay 


PLANET INDIGO-Jasper 
Avenue Suggestive 
Saturdays: breaks electro 
house with PI residents 


RED STAR Saturdays indie 
rock, hip hop, and electro with 
Dj Hot Philly and guests 
RENDEZVOUS Survival 
metal night 


SPORTSWORLD Inline 
and Roller Skating Disco: 
Top 40 Request with a mix 
of retro and disco; 1-4:30pm 
and 7-10:30pm; www.sports- 
world.ca 

STOLLI’S ON WHYTE 
Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s DJ 

SUEDE LOUNGE The Finest 
Underground House with DJ 
Nic-E every Saturday 


TEMPLE Oh Snap!: Every 
Saturday, Cobra Commander 
and guests; 9pm 
WUNDERBAR Featured DJ 
and local bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Release 


Saturday 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Show for Joe: A memorial 
tribute and birthday bash for Joe 
Bird featuring Captain Tractor, 
The Wheat Pool, Smashula, Ayla 
Brook, Darrek Anderson and 

the Guaranteed, Thea vs. Loki, A 
Bunch of Marys, Jeff Stuart and 
the Hearts, Happy, Mostly Water 
Theatre, Steve Loree, Scott Cook, 
and Deon Blyan; 2pm (door), 
3pm (show); no coves, donations 
to the Joe Bird Memorial Fund 
will be accepted 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Erol 
Zastre; donations 


BLUE PEAR RESTAURANT 
Jazz on the Side Sundays: Chris 
Andrew 

BLUES ON WHYTE Cold 
Metal 


BRIXX BAR Sunset Trip, The 
Lions and guest; 9pm (door), $10 
(adv)/$22 (door) 

CROWN PUB Every Sun: Band 
War 2009; 5-gpm; $3; until July 5 
DEVANEY’S IRISH PUB Celtic 
Music Session, hosted by Keri- 
Lynne Zwicker, 4-7pm 

EDDIE SHORTS Sunday open 
stage, all gear provided 
EDMONTON EVENT 
CENTRE Contact; no minors; 
gpm, tickets at TicketMaster 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 
Souljah Fyah Sundays long 
weekend; 6pm; $10 (door) 
HULBERT’S Sunday 
Songwriter’s Stage hosted by 
Rhea March; 7pm; $s/person 
minimum charge 
HYDEAWAY-ALI Ages Art 
Space Mixylodian, Ilifit Outfit; 
7:30pm 

JET NIGHTCLUB High School 
Party with Brothers Grim; 8pm. 
LOOP LOUNGE Jam hosted by 
JJ, Lenny B arid the Cats; 4:30pm 


‘til whenever 

NEWCASTLE PUB Sunday 
acoustic open stage with Willy 
James and Crawdad; 3-6pm. 
NEW CITY Open Mic Sunday 
hosted by Ben Disaster; 9pm 
(sign-up); no cover 

O'BYRNE’S Open mic jam with 
Robb Angus (the Wheat Pool) 
ON THE ROCKS Long 


weekend Sunday with Dean 
Lickyer and Bonafide 


ORLANDO'S 2 PUB Sundays 
Open Stage Jam hosted by The 
Vindicators (blues/rock); -8pm. 
PAWN SHOP Con, Pride 
Tiger, Whitey Houston; 8:30pm; 
$a5 at TicketMaster, Blackbyrd, 
Pawn Shop 


RIVER CREE-THE VENUE 
Terri Clark 


SAVOY MARTINI LOUNGE 
Reggae on Whyte: RnR Sundays 
with DJ IceMan; no minors; gpm; 
no cover 


SECOND CUP—Mountain 
Equipment Co-op Live music 
every Sun; 2-4pmSundays: 
STARLITE ROOM juakali, 
Joe Nice, Freaky Flow, guests; 

2 rooms; long weekend bash; 
gpm (doors adv tickets at Foosh, 
Blackbyrd, TicketMaster, FS 


URBAN LOUNGE Jeff 
Hendrick and the Love Jones 
Band 


CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE 
AUDITORIUM Chinese 
Music Week (May 16-23); Recital 
10-1am; Workshops 21:15am. 
ax30pm; free, pre-register at 
780.433.0018 , or hswhubert@ 
gmailcom 

JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 
German Male Choir Liederkranz, 
Prairie Saengerbund (eleven 
choirs); apm; tickets/info at 
780-424-7987, 780 449-5942 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND 
GRILL Industry Night: with 
Atomic Improv, Jameoki and 

Dj Tim 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
On the Wooftop: with DJ Propa, 
Marc-It Fresh, and Free the DJ; 
pin; no cover 

BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Latest and greatest in House 
Progressive and Trip-Hop; Rudy 
Electro; 1opm-a:joarn; guest Djs 
inquire at kelly@michetti.com 
GINGUR Sweet Temptation 
(official after party}, DJ Phat Kat, 
Invinceable, Capone, Rocky; 
u30pm; $15 

NEW CITY SUBURBS 

Get Down Sundays with 
Neighbourhood Rats 
OVERTIME DOWNTOWN 
Sunday Industry Night Requests 
with DJ Bo 

WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ 
Gallatea and XS, guests; no cover 


= SS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Sleeman Mandays: live music 
miohthly; no cover 


BLUES ON WHYTE Incognito 


DEVANEY’S IRISH PUB Open 
stage Mondays with different 
songwriters hosting each week; 
presented by Jimmy Whiffen of 
Hole in the Guitar Productions; 
aa 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB jazz 
Night; 7pm; $10 (doorl/Ss (student) 
MACLAB CENTRE FOR THE 
Diamand Forever: Jason Scott, 
(asolo celebration of Neil 


Diamond), 7-30pm; $17 at TIX on 
the Square, door 


PLEASANTVIEW 
COMMUNITY HALL Acoustic 
instrumental old time fiddle jam 
hosted by the Wild Rose Old 


Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 


ROSE BOWL/ROUGE 
LOUNGE The Legendary 
Rose Bow! Monday Jam: 
hosted by Sherfy-Lee Wisor/ 
Mike McDonald (alternating); 


gpm-12amn. 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Video 
Games Live: Spr: $65-S3s at 
‘TicketMaster.ca 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild 
Mondays: Service Industry Night; 
no minors; gpm-2atn 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Main Hloor: Edectic Nonsense, 
Confederacy of Dunces, Dad 
Rock, T] Hookah and Rear 
Adrairal Saunders 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rudy 
Electro latest and greatest in 
House, Progressive and Trip-Hop; 
s2am-2:30am; interested guest 
DJs inquire at kelly@michetts 
com; karaoke with Tizry, amateur 
strip contest; gpm-12am 

FILTHY MICNASTY’S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ S.\W.A.G. 


FLUID LOUNGE Mondays 
Mixer 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Daniel and Fowler (eclectic tunes) 


SS 


BLUES ON WHYTE Incognito 


BRIXX BAR Delhi To Dublin, 
Beyond Addiction; 9pm (door), 
$x0 (door) 

DRUID (Jasper Avenue) 
Open stage with Chris Wynters 
L.@S PUB Ammar's Moosehead 
Tuesday open stage every Tuesday 
night; gpm-zam; featuring guests, 
hosted by Mark Ammar and Noel 
(Big C2t) Mackenmie 
O'BYRNE'S Coltic jam with 
Shannon Jobnson and friends 


SECOND CUP-124 Street 
Open mic every Tue; 8-10pm. 
SECOND CUP-Stanley 
Milner Library Open mic every 
Tue;7-9pm 

SHELL THEATRE-DOW 
CENTENNIAL CENTRE 
Diamond Forever: Jason Scott, 

(2 solo celebration of Neil 
Diamond); 7:30pm; $17 at TIX 
on the Square, door 
SIDELINERS PUB Tuesday 

All Star Jam with Alicia Tait and 
Rickey Sidecar; 8pm 
YARDBIRD SUITE Tuesday 
Nights Jam Sessions: 

Mo Lefever Quartet; 730pm 
(door8pm (show); $4 (member)/S4 
(guest) 


Dis 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Main Floor: CJSR's Eddie 
Lunchpail; Wooftop: with DJ 
Gundam 

BUDDY'S Free pool and tourney, 
Dj Arrowchaser, 9pm. 
ESMERALDA'S Retro every 
Tue; no cover with student ID 
FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte 
Ave) Latin and Salsa music, dance 
lessons 80pm 

GINGUR SKY Bashment 
Tuesdays: Reggae music; no cover 


with Electro Dj's Joust! and So 
Serious 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
‘abilly, Ghoul-rock, spooky with DJ 
Vylan Cadaver 

RED STAR Tucsdays: 
Experimental Indie Rock, Hip 
Hop, Electro with BJ Hot Philly 
SPORTSWORLD Retro Night; 
j-1030pm; www.sports-world.ca 
i 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Main Floor: Glitter Gulch 


MASTERS OF UNDERSTATEMENT >> Lowercase name, off-centre logo on a plain, 
shirt—the smalls let the music do the talking // eden Munro 


BLUES ON WHYTE incognito 


COPPERPOT RESTAURANT 
Live jazz every Wednesday night; 
Chris Andrew Trio; 6-9pm 
EDDIE SHORTS Open stage 
every Wed all gear provided 
FIDDLER'S ROOST Little 
Flower Open Stage with Brian 
Gregg 

FOXX DEN The Mary Thomas 
Band Wed night open stage; 
Spm-12am 

HAVEN SOCIAL Open stage 
‘Wednesday with Jonny Mac; 
8-3opm; free 
HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage 
Wednesdays hosted by Shane 
and Naomi 


HULBERT'S Every Wed Sing 


Equipment Open Mic every 
‘Wed, &-10ym 
STARLITE ROOM Ring Khan 
and the Shrines with Mask Sultan; 
8pm (door) adv tickets at www. 


STEEPS TEA LOUNGE- 
College Plaza Open mic ever 
Wed; hosted by Ernie Tersigni: 
8:30-10pm 

TEMPLE wyid style 
Wednesday: Live hip hop, even 
Wed; $5 


FLUID LOUNGE Wednesd2y 
Rock This 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/®: 
with DJ Spincyde 

NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Dj Rozzi Slade 
(indie, punk and meta!) 
NEW CITY SUBURBS <b> 
It: with Greg Gory and Eddie 
Lunchpail; no minors gpm (°°" 
NIKKI DIAMONDS Punk 2 
‘Bos metal every Wednesdzy 
RED STAR Guest DJs eve 
Wednesday 

STARLITE ROOM Wiis Sty 
Wednesdays: Hip-Hop; 97™ 
STOLLIS Beatparty 
Wednesdays: House, progress" 
and electronica with Rudy 
Electro, DJ Rystar, Space Age 29° 
weeldy guests; gpm-2arn) vw" 
Deatparty.net 

WUNDERBAR Wednes*7" 


with new Dj; 20 cover 


Y AFTERHOURS ¥ No! 
Wednesday 
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Cigarettes are highly addictive. 
La cigarette crée une tres 


forte dépendance. 
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PREVUE // MARK SULTAN 
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The Sultan of soul 


Summer's coming, but it's not BBQ time 


BRYAN BIRTLES 
// BRYAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


t's taken Mark Sultan, Canada's 

king of rock 'n’ roll aliases, a long 
time to come around to perform- 
ing under his own name. With a list 
of former pseudonyms that would 
make Fletch jealous—including 
things like Needles, Bridge Mix- 
ture, Noammnn Rummnyunn and 
Blortz—it was under the moniker 
BBQ that Sultan garnered the most 
attention. As one half of the King 
Khan & BBQ Show, as well as an 
electric solo performer who used all 
of his limbs in a one-man-band act, 
Sultan has toured the world under 
the BBQ moniker and put out count- 
less albums. 

But the kind of person who would 
change names as often as he chang- 
es his sheets isn’t the kind of person 
who can remain static for long, and 
after so many years performing un- 
der so many different names, Sultan 
stumbled back onto the one he was 
born with. The reason for using his 
own name, explains Sultan, is that 
it allowed him to move in an artis- 
tic direction separate from anything 
he'd done before. 

"I just wanted to leave space to do 
different projects. Usually if 1 do stuff 
on my own I do it as BBQ but that's 
more one-man-band stuff and closer 
to straight up rock 'n’ roll stuff, but 
now the Mark Sultan name I’m using 
just to get across more band-oriented 
things, more experimental. lalsowant 
to be able to separate the two so that 
if tour under either I have the option 
of choosing either one depending on 
my situation for touring,” Sultan says 
from his home in Montréal where 
he's spending the next few nights be- 
fore hopping back on the road. “And 
opening myself up to having less 
limitations, If I continue just using 
the BBQ moniker and recording as a 
one-man band J just feel that if! start- 


JASPER 104 
10404 JASPER AVE. 


COLLEGE 
PLAZA 
8225 112 ST. 


ed recording more band-oriented an 
experimental stuff it would get m 
confusing. I wanna do both thing: 
that's why I wanted to name the ot 
project Mark Sultan, even thougt 
more complicated to a listener—+ 
might be like, "How many bands d 
this fucking idiot have?” 


Along with his rock ‘n’ sou! « 
patriot King Khan—who 

has been collaborating with in 
band or another for a deca 
with whom he's touring th 
around, albeit in separate ac 
Sultan has been slowly buildi, 
up the soul-influenced rock ‘n 
underground in places ar ; 
world. Different from communitic 
like rockabilly, which run worldy 
at an inth wide and a mile dee; 
have been that way for y 
soul-inspired music of Sultan 
his confederates is gaining conve 
at an astounding rate. 

"I've noticed in the last coupl« 
there's been a turnover in the aud 
ence itself—I think a lot of it | 
do with the younger crowd a 
they have less pretense and le 
erence to form some kind of 
tive opinion about older music. | 
see it as something fresh li 
that's cool.’ It’s just the easie 
in the world—it's like sex 
dancing music, like how 
not want to just move your foot o: 
do something?” Sultan asks rheto 
cally. “I love experimental music a 
free music and I love all sorts of ot! 
music like stuff-you-have-to-thi 
about music, but I think this typ 
of music touches upon human « 
tions which are pretty universal ' 


Join us for 
our nightly 
drink specials. 


EDMONTON AB - DDORS 6 PM - SHOW 7 PM - GENERAL ADMISSION FLOOR & RESERVED STANDS 


24) ) SATURDAY. JUNE 6 ‘REXALL PLACE « 


ort inne ol www, ve snyepace. somifcagainet 
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YOU'RE NOT THE ONLY ONE SMOKING THIS CIGARETTE 


The smoke from a cigarette is not just inhaled by the smoker. It becomes second-hand smoke, 


which contains more than 50 cancer-causing agents. | 
Health Canada 
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MACDOUGALL UNITED 
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“A CURREN 
SWELL 


SPOOKEY 
RUBER 


WEDNESDAY MAY 27 
WEDNESDAY JUNE 10 


WITH SPECIAL GUESTS 


DIRTY PROJECTORS 


- WEDNESDAY JULY 


BELL ORCHESTRE 


{MEMBERS OF ARCADE FIRE} 
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FRI, MAY 35 (8 pm) 
pALE AIR SINGERS 
WiTH WOMEN, SHARP ENDS 
paAWN SHOP — 


it wasn't very long ago that the Pale 
Air Singers was through town, but 
now the band is back with its debut 
album of layered, improvisational folk 
songs. 


FRI, MAY 15 (8 pm) 


KIM MITCHELL 


Munro WITH TOM COCHRANE & RED RIDER 


SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE, $49.50 


Classic rock rears its bald head this week, 
with a double bill featuring the wild party 
himself, Kim Mitchell, and the boy inside 
the man, Tom Cochrane. Coincidentally, 
with summer lurking somewhere around 
the corner, there might be some good 
patio-lantern sales this weekend. 


PERFORMING LIVE AT 
MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
THURSDAY MAY 14TH 


° 
uu 


IN SUPPORT 
OF HIS TRIPLE 
ALBUM “THREE” 


SAT, MAY 16 (4 pm) 
CRIS DERKSEN 
EMPRESS ALE HOUSE, FREE 


Cris Derksen is a cellist who tours the 
world with Inuit throat singer Tanya 
Tagaq. The Edmonton-born Derksen 
will be coming back home for a Satur- 
day afternoon performance at the Em- 
press. There's also a dinner and cello 
performance the night before at Leva at 
7:30 pm, and a classical set at 4 pm at 
Alberta College on Sunday. 


SUN, MAY 17 (8:30 pm) 
C'MON 

WITH PRIDE TIGER, WHITEY HOUSTON 
PAWN SHOP, $15.75 


Loud is the way this one's gonna go down 
as lan Blurton leads his heavy-duty trio 
westward with plans to record a full- 
length record in one day once they hit 
Victoria. Now that's rock 'n' roll. 


MON, MAY 38 (8 pm) 


< 


VIDEO GAMES LIVE 
WITH SPLITTING ADAM 
JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, $36.75 - $68.25 


This show's been going for a while, but 
theyre changing things up a bit this time 
by putting a rock band out in front of the 
symphony. Ahhhhhhh yeeeaaahhhhhh! 


THU, MAY 21 (8 pm) 
SONGWRITER'S ROUND 


WITH CHLOE ALBERT, MARTIN PAWLINA, ROB 
HEATH 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE, $15 - $20 


Three songwriters together on stage, 
taking turns and sharing songs. 


THU, MAY 21 (8 pm) 
QUEEN: IT'S A KINDA MAGIC 
JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, $29 - $59 


oN 


Paul Rodgers is getting back with Bad 
Company soon, so the closest you're 
gonna come to Queen these days is 
this show 


THU, MAY 21 (6 pm) 
NO USE FOR A NAME 
WITH ONLY CRIME, POUR HABIT 
STARLITE ROOM, $22 

ALL AGES 


They're calling this one the Fat Canada 
Tour 2009. Not because Canada’s all that 
fat—though, there is a pretty unhealthy 
trend going around these days—but be- 
cause all three bands can be located on 
Fat Wreck Chords. That means it’s prob- 
ably gonna be loud and fast when those 
guys who have no use for a name touch 
down in Edmonton. W 


A tundrars 


Tickets $10 


with pre/post 


Thursd 


The Pawn Shop 
10551 82ave Edmonton 


sng event to support The Hands 


Society for Community Development 


-ross Afnica 
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JOE NICE & FREAKY FLOW § voy HuMANA / HALE HALE 
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KING KHAN & THE SHRINES 
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BEYOND ADDICTION 


3 ROOM EVENT 
SOUL OUT DUS - BOMBAMAN - JAY MICHAEL 


Ti LIPTONIANS 


WOOL ON WOLVES 


DESOUSA DRIVE 


RADIO LETDOWN & SHORT OF ABLE 
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ORGANIC BC BUDS 


STICKY BUDS / CHRIS OntAN 


AND THIS IS WAR 


0G/06 (/E RYE 


RYE RYE 


GHISLAIN POIRIER / SOUTH RAKKAS CREW 


temple 


BEHIND STARLITE ROOM 


ALL EVENTS (2+ + DOORS AT 9F 


WildStule 


HOSTED BY 
ID & KHIRY TAFARI 
{OF LOCHTION REVOLUTION} 


WITH DJS BUDAKRON 
& SHORTOP 


with DEGREE, COBRA COMMANDER, 
DJ BATTERY a2</ WEEKLY GUESTS 


FRIDAY JUNE 5: 
ORGANIC BC BUDS 


STICKY BUDS & CHRIS ORGANIX & cuesTs 


SURELY TEMPLE 
THURSDAYS 


DOORS 9PM - $5 COVER - $5.50 DOUBLES 
By TRON, DCO, OPTIMDI PRIME & MIYURD FERNANDO 
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PREVUE // STRUNG OUT 


Strung Out has the best teeth i in punk 


eo ys: 


JAMES STEWART 
// (STEWART UEWEEKLY.COM 


= trung Out! s Jozlan Bomar isn’t acci 
dent prone by any means, but when 
he does get injured he tends to do it at 


‘Saaar in AND HOLD ON >> Strung Out's making up some time // Supplied 


the most inopportune of times. An avid 
fan of motocross (he's a co-owner of the 
MotoXXX company/team), Burns man- 
gled his right foot in a motorcycle ac- 
cident before the band’s 1999 tour, and 
ended up having to play his kick drum 


WCMA WINNER AND JUNO AWARD NOMINEE 


CANN OD Pie ALAS a | 


SSRN RF ek Fi 


2009 


ww wW.rOUNDATIONCOMEENTS.COM 
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patterns with his left foot. More recenth 
during pre-production for the group’ 
upcoming full-length, Burns managed 
to break the tip of his finger in anothe 
freak accident mere days before the re 
cording was scheduled to begin. 

“I was playing the drums pretty hard 
and I guess I struck my hand an th; 
snare in a weird way,” he explains 
knew something was wrong right away 
there was a different sensation in m 
hand. Sure enough, I went to a docto; 
and they told me I had broken the tir 
of my finger. Without getting too much 
into the behind-the-scenes band drama 
and all of that, it was a pretty hard tin 
with a lot of mixed emotions. The ban 
and our producer had set aside this tim 
to do it, so we had to get another dru 
mer to do the tracking.” 

Relegated to watching his band wor 
with a replacement drummer wa 
understandably awkward for Burns, 
though he never doubted that he'd 
eventually get his chance to play on the 
album. So, after everyone had finishe 
their parts and his finger had healed 
Burns laid down his drum parts last 
process that is virtually unheard of in 
recording scenario. 

"Lwas like, fuck that—you get hurt and 
you miss a few shows, or even a tour 
that’s just the way it goes. But a record 
is forever. There was no way that I wa 
going to not play on it. I recorded my 
drums last, and I'd find out that some 
of the stuff I'd played before didn't re 
ally fit anymore, so I'd be able to change 
my parts in some songs. And you know 
I'd consider recording that way again if 
it didn’t add so much time to it, doing 
everything twice.” 

Luckily, seasoned producer Cam 
eron Webb was around to guide Burns 
through the process, although they 
were often at odds over how to ap 
proach certain aspects of the record 

“It got a little frustrating when we'd 
butt heads, because he'd always be 
right. Every time,” laughs Burns. "But 
we have six different elements on the 
creative side, the writing side, so you 
end up with totally different views an 
styles and influences on everything. It’ 
a Strung Out variety package, and every 
band always says ‘It’s our best album 
ever,’ but it really is. It’s killer stuff 

"Yeah," he laughs again, “we think it 
amazing stuff." 


The upcoming record follows hot o: 
the heels of Prototypes and Painkillers 
an outtakes and compilations pac: 
age that compiles all the hard-to-finc 
rarities from Strung Out's career ont 
one disc. 

“We'd been talking about doing this 
album for quite a long time,” expiain 
Burns. “It's pretty cool having eve! 
thing on one disc. I mean, some dick 
head is probably going to download it 
not realizing that it spans our whole 
career, and then complain that our De 
scendents cover sounds shitty. It's like 
"Well, duh, we recorded it in 1992-0! 
course it sounds shitty.” 

As I wrap things up, Burns has a final 
request: “I've got to give a shout out to 
our punk-rock dentist, Dr. Bob Ridley 
at About A Smile in Edmonton. Every 
time we come up there he hooks us 
up and looks after our teeth. He loves 
punk rock and he's a fan of the band, so 
he's always really good tous.” W 
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Magic Slim & the Teardrops 
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Arsen Shomakhov 


Mark Hummel & The Blues Survivors 
with Rusty Zinn 


Chubby Carrier & The Bayou Swamp Band 


juke Joint Duo: Cedric Burnside 
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BRYAN BIRTLES 
// GAYAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


t some point in the last century, 

popular music seemed to split into 
two camps. On the one side was dance- 
able pop music, while on the other the 
lyrics and themes held precedence, 
exploring the hardships inherent in 
being human. For local band... and he 
is us—whose members are split evenly 
between Beaumont and Edmonton— 
exploration of the darker side of the 
human condition is what drives them 
to create, 

"We definitely don't have a lot of those 
poppy feelings to our songs, it's not up- 
beat—they've kinda got a darker tone 
to them,” explains drummer Amanda 
Rene, "We're trying to do something a 
little more meaningful. I don’t know if 
we do it on purpose—that's just the way 
the songs we jam come out.” 

That jamming is typically spurred on, 
she says, by riffs written by guitarist 
Nolan Richer. The band—rounded out 
by Sonia Silva on vocals and Liam Wil- 


2 
3. Mastodon —Crack The Skye (reprise) 
4. Joel Plaskett- Three (maplemusic) 
5, Buddy & Julie Miller - Written In Chalk (new west) 
6. JJ Cale— Roll On (rounder) 
7. Ruthie Foster —-Truth (blue com) 
8. Yeah Yeah Yeah's = It's Blitz! (interscope) 
9. Propagandhi - Supporting Caste (smaliman) 
10. John Doe & The Sadies - Country Club (outside) 
11. The Decemberists — The Hazards Of Love (capitol) 
12. Rachelle Van Zanten — Where Your Garden Grows (vz) 
13. Patrick Watson —Wooden Times (secret city) 
14, Depeche Mode - Sounds Of The Universe (emi) 
15. Pink Mountaintops - Outside Love (jagjaguwar) 
16. Agoraphobic Nosebleed — Agorapocalypse (relapse} 
17. Justin Townes Earie— Midnight At The Movies (bloodshot) 
18. DOOM — Born Like This (lex) 
> . 19. Bonnie ‘Prince’ Billy - Beware (drag city) 
20. Leonard Cohen - Live In London (columbia) 
21. VW/A- Dark Was The Night (4ad) 
22. Peaches - | Feel Cream (xd) 
23. Brutal Truth - Evolution Through Revolution (relapse) 
24. Deep Dark Woods — Winter Hours (black hen) 
25. Maeleine Peyroux ~ Bare Bones (rounder) 
26. Dan Auerbach — Keep It Hid (nonesuch) 


25, 26 & 27 
AB 


ent 


GIBBONS, 


27. Animal Collective - Merriweather Post Pavilion (domino) ssdwetsel 
28. Romi Mayes — Achin In Yer Bones (romi mayes) : 
29. Geoff Berner - Klezmer Mongrels (jericho beach) 
30. Marianne Faithfull - Easy Come Easy Go (decca) 


"z= 


SUNPARLOUR PLAYERS 
WAVE NORTH 


Formed a little over three years ago, the band has 
two EPs and one previous full length releases to 
their credit: 2005's solely-independent EP release 
Mersea , 2006's live EP Alive at the Tranzac and 
2007's critically acclaimed Hymns for the Happy. 


ON SALE Now! 


Penner, and co-conspirators Dennis Van Dine, 

“and Michael “Rosie” Rosenthal - recorded their 
new album at Blue Rodeo’s Woodshed Studio 
and the Fembots Junkshop between Dec 2008 
and Feb 2009. 


sure To FRIEND US at M3! COM/MEGATUNESEDMONTON 
0355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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PREVUE // ... AND HE IS US 


son on bass—builds upon those riffs 
when crafting its moody and driving 
songs. It is from him that the moodi- 
ness originates, Rene postulates, and 
when asked about it, Richer admits 
that his life experience has created 
within him the need to question the 
veracity of his fellow human beings, 
and this lack of trust may have created 
a darkness within. 

"My parents broke up when I was akid 
and I was always going back and forth 
and a lot of my writing I draw on this 
idea of never really knowing which side 
is telling the truth, or knowing where to 
turn,” he says. "I think that that's where 
the darker side of our writing comes 
from. It was an uphill battle.” 

Regardless of the moodiness of their 
output, the band is genuinely excited 
to be heading out on its first tour ever, 
which will see the members travelling 
to Vancouver and back. 

"It's our first tour as a band and [ think 
it's everyone in the band’s first time on 
the road with music,” Rene beams. "It's 
definitely gonna be a new experience 


for us—the most we ever did was driyo 
out to Lloydminster to play a sn 
board festival in March.” WV 
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? One Hundred Photographs 
: (Independent) 
t totketotk 
- Pamela Brenna 
ae Day 1 One Hundred Phor, 
st Century Breakdown : 3 graphs plays m 
Tera ry end of the song then with letting the : + ad Sethe = 
eprise music breathe. of strummy f | 
kkk ik At times, 21st Century Breakdown re- and country ; fo 
veals a band at the top of its game, deal- But that di = 


EDEN MUNRO 
// EDEN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
f the grand reach of Green Day’s last 
album, American Idiot, wasn't an indi- 
cation of where the band was heading, 
the new one, 21st Century Breakdown, 
makes it abundantly clear: Green Day 
has evolved from the pop-punk that 
the trio plied in its earlier, radio-hit- 
filled days, and has taken a page from 
the Pete Townshend songbook. 

No, 21st Century Breakdown is not an 
album filled with the Who covers, but it 
is aconcept album that digs even deep- 
er than American Idiot did in its exami- 
nation of the modern world as seen by 
Billie Joe Armstrong and his pals. And, 
like Townshend himself, Green Day 
sometimes overreaches, with the con 


cena erates 


ing with the unsteady world that swirls 


around it—"Know Your Enemy” is an 
over-the-top blast, caught up in the 
emotion of the moment and bubbling 
with the us-versus-them attitude that 


Jesus Nowhere" is an electric stomper; 
and "Peacemaker" is driven by an unre 

lenting acoustic guitar and Armstrong's 
wailing vocal—but there's an unsteadi- 


ness that keeps returning throughout, i 


threatening to sink the ship. 

The trouble with an 18-song record, 
though, is that there are a lot of places 
to trip up: “Murder City” lays out like 
a reprint of the band's pop-punk past, 


many on the record—not to mention 


that some of the faster tunes begin to : 


blur into one repetitive piece of work. 
But even with misses aplenty, there's 

something to be said for the band's 

wilingness to take a risk this time out, 


pushing itself far beyond what seemed 


like obvious borders as defined by ear- 


lier albums—short, easily digestible : 

| 
: The Jerrold Dubyk Quartet 

: The Maverick 


pop-punk tunes—and into the un- 
known where the result is sometimes 
a spectacular accident, and other- 
times just simply spectacular, as in the 
punchy ending to "Restless Heart Syn- 


drome," leading straight into the angry : 
call to arms that follows it in "Horse- : 


hoes and Handgrenades.” 


; tunes are inviting, sounding ra, 
marks so much great rock 'n' roll; "East : 


! She throws a little "Wo-ho-ho’ ir 
: verses of "Amsterdam’”; 


mean that Brennan doesn't deliv, 
killer set of songs that is as perf: 


: the (hopefully) near days of surnme; 


is for a cold and chilly, blustery d: 


real, with the band carrying the i, 
sketching out intriguing fills alone 
way without stepping on Brennan's 


: That serves the record well, bec 


Brennan's voice is at its heart— 
sculpted melodies pulling you int 
song's midst with the twist of a 


wo 


$ not a Ic 
terms of complexity, but it’s the s 


; thing that can make a song, elevating 
and there's probably a ballad ortwotoo : 7 


beyond the norm and into the realm 
beauty. And Brennan does th 
and again on One Hundred Photogra; 
her voice dipping and weaving bet, 


: disarming, hopeful, broken—wh 
: the song calls out for. 


EDEN MUNRO 
//] REN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


(independent) 
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cept at times more successful than the Even with a meanderer like "21 : cian's first choi 
execution and the execution at times | Guns,” hamstrung by a slogging beat : Many artists belie 
resulting in songs that stand strong that goes nowhere and the broken- ; in the fallacy 
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Sonically, the band is no longer the 
bratty punks that struck platinum with 
1994's Dookie and the parade of hit 
singles that followed. Not that there's 
been much of a reinvention here, but 
Green Day is embracing a new open- 
ness marked by chords that ring out 
just a little more than they have in the 
past, less concerned with getting to the 


ist= 


recerds&eds 


yesterday and today tr-coco 


top 10 sellers 


there's plenty of interest to be found 


on 21st Century Breakdown—it just ; 
takes some work to slog through the : 


mass of tracks to find those moments 
Whether or not that’s worth it will de- 
pend a lot on if you want to hear the 
growing pains that Green Day is work- 
ing its way through here. W 


10443a - 124 street 
780.732.1132 
www listenrecords,net 
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black dir 


better to music that’s loud, in-your 
and deliberately shocking. True to 
name, The Maverick does the exact opp 
site. Thankfully. This jazz quartet offe 
an album where subtle is best. If one 
strument is playing away, the ot! 
scurry around in the background, s!ij 
ping in details and snippets for s! 
eared listeners to catch and savour 
MARIA KOTOVYCH 

/f ABRIABVUEWEEKLY.COM 


: Ben Harper & Relentless 7 
: White Lies For Dark Times 
: (EM) 

tet teint 


m It's a new bande ' 
Ben Harper t! 
days, though it’s | 
. ally not all th 
J ma} mouch of a change 
e 4 for a guy who ma! 
S| aged to cover @ #' 
erous amount of musical territory whi! 
always sounding very much like himselt 


* 
« 


: There's a swampy groove on "Num! 


With No Name,” a dark an hypnotc one 
next with "Up To You Now” and a gent 3 
acoustic roll on "Fly One Time.” Allin 6 
there's some audible chemistry betwee" 
Harper and his new band. and toget 


they deliver a solid effort that carves 


01. the eternal PRE-ORDER sonic youth 06. for the whole world... death 

02. love is overtaking me arthur russell 07. sft py > selfa place in Harper's catalogue 
tops O08. over the edge wipers : 

03. outside love pink maounteintops EDEN RO 


04, sometimes | wish... bill caahan 09. in times tke these... bishop perry tillis 


05. what is?! king khan & the shrines 10. bagone dull care junior boys // EDEN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
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4 the same 
png EP—a 


itous Synergy Seekers 
westamation 
mashing World) 
kre 


The debut 
uitous 


'} group's sonic, elec- 
=a tronic-tinged rock 

re os itle bre 

fo but finds the 

much-needed quality control from the 

halfway point onward. It's a shame: 

Side A is packed with slick, balls-to- 


AUL BLINOV 
// ULINOV@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


rl Wolf | 
Bite the Bullet 


AL) 
kot 


der." 


partly cay j i 
pis ae ee een forgettable 


NAGVUEWEEKLY.COM 


full- : 
length from Ubiq- : 
Synergy : 
Seekers struts the : 


t Velvet Underground, where 
i he engaged in sonic battles be- 
i; tween noise and 
: song alongside |#* 
: his bandmates, 
breath as Ortega, this four- : 
followup to two earlier full- : 
$a pretty strong case for : 
ne songwriter. Ghostly, old-time-coun- 

: : the sessions that 
: resulted in 1972's 
? Transformer. 
: On that record 
: Reed'ssongs were 
= stripped bare, the 
! production al- 
! lowing plenty of 
; space for gentle 
: rhythms andclear (i 
: instruments, let- | 


BUM REVIEWS 


Lou Reed, Metal Machine 
Music (RCA) 

Originally released: 1975 
Lou Reed was crafting some 
of the most accessible music 
of his career in the early 70s. 
In the wake of his time in the 


he settled in 
with producers 
David Bowie and 
Mick Ronson for 


: ting the songwriter 
: explore the seedier corners of life, his lyr- 
: ics completely unobscured by the music. 


Three years later, Reed would be in a 


; very, very different headspace, at least 


with audible brava- : 
band lacking some : 


Still pissed and angry 
: Old punks release new music 


in terms of his willingness to play by the 
rules of the music industry. Following 
1974's Sally Can't Dance—a commercial- 
ly successful record whose sound Reed 
was ultimately disappointed with—the 
musician turned Metal Machine Music 
over to his label. 

No longer were the songs exposed. 
Neither were they cloaked in the noisier 
components of Reed's past. On Metal 


: Machine Music, noise is all that there is: 
e-wall songs like “Laces Out,” which : 
bounces on fistraising splashes of : 
brass and turntable scratches. Album : 
qpener "Cloud Boy” is the futuristic : 
ocker USS doesn’t quite nail else- : 
here, replete with soaring choruses : 
snd expanding layers of programmed- = 
ounds set over pumping guitar, bass : 
n drums. But Questamation eventually : 
arts to meander through unremark- : 
able ‘90s radio rock and less satisfying : 
musical experiments; starting afterthe : 
questionable faux-rap of “Stationary : 
Robbery,” the ideas get blander and : 
more recycled until the last few tracks : 
are virtually indistinguishable from : 
each other. There are good ideas front- : 
loaded onto Questamation, but the : 
ongwriting isn’t yet sustainably great. : 
: Coaster 

: (Fat Wreck) 


the album consists of slightly more than 
an hour of, well, noise. 

The late critic Lester Bangs wrote 
about the album, "If you ever thought 
feedback was the best thing that ever 
happened to the guitar, well, Lou just 
got rid of the guitars." And did he ever. 
There are layers and layers of guitar 
feedback, tuning and speed distorted 
until the instrument is unrecognizable. 
The tracks all come together into a pre- 
cursor to much of the noisy rock that 
would follow it years Later. 

As a concept, it's brilliant; Metal Ma- 


NOFX 


: Ona drink coaster 


The Real Deal 
: Fun 
: (Stomp) 


Although not terri- : 
ble per se, Bite the : 
Bullet isgeneric pop : 
that’s best left in : 
Top-40 dance clubs. : 
Thebettertracksare : 
: the ones in which : 
pia 5S Lebanese roots seep through, : 
etch as “Like This” and “Make Me Won- : 
i's the kind of music that should : 
“ave been more prominent, because the : 
‘si of Bite the Bullet staggers between : 


Whiny and poppy 
The Real Deal makes punk for you 
And your little bro 


LS 
Ziggy Marley 

Family Time 

(uff Gong) 


Bob Marley's a man 


: Who had plenty of children 
: Not one is an heir 


Lou Reed 


y REA HINE( MUSIC 


: who likes to make crafts 


a 
: Peaches 
: | Feel Cream 


: If we aren't careful 
: Peaches will kill us all through 
: Excessive fucking 


————— ee 
: Hotcha 

: Dust Bowl Roots 

: (Independent) 


An album full of 
: Songs for the new depression 
: [t's good, but I'm sad 


chine Music challenges the ideals 
of an industry that turns art 
into big business. It's a piece of 
work delivered by a man who 
can write a brilliantly simple 
pop tune that resonates with 
the masses, but who hit a 
point relatively early in his ca- 
reer where he simply made the 

decision to, if not 
+2 | rewrite the rules 
of the game, at 
least bend and 
twist them to his 
own ends 

As a piece of 
music, Metal 
Machine Music 
is a complete 
and unmitigated 
disaster, though 
it would be dif- 
ficult to argue 
that Reed meant 
for it to be any- 
thing but a piece 
of work that con- 

fronts the listener; 
there are no songs here, just the noise, 
and dropping the needle at any one 
point on the record is as good as any 
other, the end result being a sequence 
of sounds nearly indistinguishable from 
any other sequence on the album. 

Certainly there are parts that stand 
out, but the absolute abrasiveness of the 
soundscape leaves one's ears struggling 
to gain some sort of audio foothold. There 
are very few to be found, though, each 
moment of possibility offering a glimpse 
of something to grip onto—a melody, the 
briefest of rhythmic repetition—but then 
collapsing in on itself, or being complete- 
ly obliterated by an onslaught of cacoph- 
onic electronic feedback. 

When it comes down to it, Metal Ma- 
chine Music offers up what could’ be 
the soundtrack to an apocalypse, but 
it would be wrong to suggest that the 
album is one-dimensional or amateur- 
ish; there is a very audible soundscape 
at work throughout, and the panning 
and layering of the sounds reveals a 
vast expanse that engages the mind in 
a way much more involving than just 
about anything that goes out on to- 
day's radiowaves. W 


A good record if 
You're feeling like a weirdo 


(XL) 
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HOROSCOPE. 


ARIES (Mar 21 ~ Apr 19) 
"Some people will never learn anything 
because they understand everything too 
©S"'soon,” wrote Alexander Pope. Most 
of us have been guilty of that 
sin: jumping to conclusions so 
quickly that we don't bother 
to keep listening for the full 
revelation. My sense is that 
this behaviour has become 
even more common in recent 
years because we're inundated 
by fragments of slapdash informa- 
tion mixed with blips of superficial analy- 
sis and echoed hearsay. But please avoid 
falling prey to the syndrome in the com- 
ing week, Ariéss More than ever before, 
you need to gather raw data thoroughly, 
weigh the evidence with great delibera- 
tion and come to careful understandings. 


TAURUS (Apr 20 — May 20) 
"The people of future generations will win 
many a liberty of which we do not yet even 
feel the want," said German philosopher 
Max Stirner. That bracing prediction has 
special meaning for you right now, Taurus. 
According to my astrological analysis, you 
are just becoming aware of freedoms that 
have not previously been on your radar 
screen. And as soon as you register the 
- full impact of what they entail and how 
* much fun they would be, you'll be wildly 
motivated to bring them into your life. 


GEMINI (May 21 — Jun 20) 

I'm providing you with three metaphori- 
cal brainteasers. | hope they will help 
you work your chutzpah back into shape 
now that you're on the road to recovery. 
1 Was your fright attack provoked by a 
venomous snake or by a garden hose that 


76 // THE BACK 


resembled a venomous snake? 2) After 
your pratfall, when you heard one hand 
clapping, did you regard it as an unforgiv- 
able insult or a humorous teaching? 
3) When your healing crisis finally 
climaxed in a cure, was the cata- 
lyst a placebo or real medicine? 
Please answer these riddles 
even if you've already begun to 
feel fine again. It'll help ensure 
that the healing will last a long 
time. 


CANCER (Jun 21 — Jul 22) 

The joke goes like this: "Why is a math 
book so sad? Because it has so many prob- 
lerns." But of course that's a distortion of 
the truth. In fact, the math book Loves its 
problems. Its problems are its reason for 
being. Besides that, all of its problems 
are interesting challenges, not frustrating 
curses. Best of all, every problem has a 
definite answer, and all the answers are 
provided in the back of the book. Now 
here's the most excellent news of all, Can- 
cerian: | think you'll be like a math book in 
the coming weeks. 


LEO (Jul 23 — Aug 22) 

"Dear Rob Brezsny: | really didn't like a 
recent horoscope you wrote for me. I'm a 
Leo, and although your oracle was sort of 
true, | didn't want it to be true, ahd fur- 
thermore | didn't want to lend my belief 
energy to help make it true. So | went 
hunting among the other signs, hoping to 
find a different horoscope that appealed 
more to the healthiest aspect of my fan- 
tasy life. | settled on the ‘scope for Cancer, 
as it piqued my interest with just the right 
hopeful twist, and provided a highly mo- 
tivating kick in the butt. Thanks! —Picky 
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Choosy.” Dear Picky Choosy: | approve of 
your efforts. These days | would Love all 
of my Leo readers to be as imperious as 
youve been in gathering only the inftu- 
ences you want, and shedding the rest. 


VIRGO (Aug 23 - Sep 22) 

The scenario |'m about to describe is likely 
to happen only in your dreams or fanta- 
sies, not your actual waking life. But it will 
later have a correlation in your waking 
life, and perhaps will be instrumental in 
preparing you mentally and emotionally 
for the triumph you'll be able to accom- 
plish in your waking life. So here it is, the 
mythic tale that | foresee unfolding in the 
subtle realms: a python will slither up and 
begin to coil around you. With an appar- 
ently irrational instinct that turns out to 
be quite smart, you will hiss loudly and 
then bite the snake, causing it to slip away 
and leave you alone. 


LIBRA (Sep 23— Oct 22) 

According to my analysis of the omens, 
you would really benefit from a baptism 
right about now. Consider these ques- 
tions as you design the ritual Should 
you seek the help of a religious official, 
or do it yourself? Should the baptism be 
conducted in a Christian, pagan, Jewish, 
atheist, Buddhist, Hollywood or free- 
form style? Is it enough just to sprinkle 
your head or should you go for full im- 
mersion? And if you choose the latter, 
will the dunking be more authentic if it's 
ina frigid river rather than a warm bath? 
These issues are for you to decide, not 
me. | insist only on this: let the holy wa- 
ter wash you free of guilt, remorse, and 
any habit of mind that tricks you into be- 
ing mean or careless toward yourself 


SCORPIO (Oct 23 - Nov 21) you actually have, to enjoy the fru 

— = joy the fruj 
After actor Woody Harrelson allegedly - your labours, ta take your attention oft». 
assaulted a paparazzo at New York's La struggle so that you may fully love the 4 
Guardia Airport, he issued a press release _periences your struggle has earned! yo F 
claiming it was an honest mistake. He had il 
just completed filming Zombieland, a film AQUARIUS (Jan 20~- Feb 12) 
In which his character had to relentlessly Scientists find previously unknown spo 


fight off zombies. It was understandable, 
he reasoned, that he mistook the pushy 
photographer for a zombie and naturally 
felt compelled to defend himself force- 
fully. As you shift back and forth between 
reality bubbles in the coming week, Scor- 
pio, make sure you don't make a similar 
error. Keep clearly in mind that the laws 
of nature in one bubble may be quite dif- 
ferent from the laws in the others. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22 - Dec 21) 
Im not necessarily saying you fell into 
a hole a while back, but if you did, the 
time is right to extricate yourself. Your 
strength is returning and help is in the 
neighbourhood. Likewise, I'm not making 
an authoritative pronouncement that you 
did indeed cast a little curse on yourself 
during a careless moment. But if some- 
thing like that did occur, you're entering 
an excellent phase to undo the mistake. 
You're awakening to how you went awry, 
and that's the first crucial step in correct- 
ing for the messy consequences. 


CAPRICORN (Dec 22 — Jan 19) 

"There are two things to aim at in life,” 
wrote essayist Logan Pearsall Smith. "First 
to get what you want, and after that to en- 
Joy it. Only the wisest of mankind achieve 
the second." You are currently in a posi- 
tion, however, to accomplish that magical 
second aim, Capricorn. More than ever 
before, you have the power to want what 


locations. But the latest addition to 


great catalogue of life is a species w 
members number in the millions and 


botanists have never had a name for 
now: acacia fumosa. Unlike other acaci 
produces pink blooms in the dry sea 
stead of yellow or pink flowers in th: 


a comparable experience, Aquarius: , 
“discover” and identify a unique well 
that has been around forever but unkn 
to you. As you tap Into its charms, | t 
that you will make up for lost time 


PISCES (Feb 19 — Mar 20) 
In her column "Word Fugitives" in TI 
lantic, Barbara Wallraff asked her 
ers to coin terms or phrases that wx 
mean “the unfortunate telling of a st 
that one realizes too late is ill-sui 


berghasted,” "tale of whoa,” and *; 
faux paw in my mouth.” fll warn you 


week, Pisces. You're likely to be unu 
yourself may be extraordinarily 
ing. That could make you susceptib! 
running your mouth. But as long a: 


monitor yourself for signs that 


serve you very well V 
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of plants and animals all'the time, usual ] 
consisting of tiny populations in remors 


cover 


a huge swath of Ethiopia. It's a tree ¢4; 


season. | predict that you will soon | a 


the occasion.” The best ideas were “bib 


be wary of this behaviour in the coming 
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IB 10139-87 
{ Communi 

'. Japanese Martial Art o 

ry Tue 7:30-9:30pimn; 


BIG BIN www.edmonton. 
ca/reuse e To dispose of house- 
hold items in good condition too 
large for filer garbage collec- 
tion at no cost. Household haz- 
ardous waste items not accepted 


ulture Centre, 10711-107Ave, 2 Fl 
Sat, May 23, 1-2pm + Free 
\UDDHIST PRACTICE 10502- 
rw.karmatashiling. 
7pm « DVD's and 
7pm « Free, begin- 


- 
mar 


a 
iON- 


_ drama, creativity and reflection 
on sacred texts to energise you 
for passionate living - ery Sun 
3-spm 
IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA 


UB Pleasantview Community 


, Hall, 10860-57 Ave, 780.962.65 


61/780.469.9776/780.452.6224 « 
Featuring presentations, sfeaiee, 
workshops, outings, and competi- 
tions. All levels of photographers 
welcome «+ Meet the 2nd and 4th 
Thu each month; Sept-May, 8pm 


REUSE FAIR Avonmore Com- 
munity League, 7902-73 Ave, 
780.465.0783 » A community event 
where unwanted but reusable 
household items are collected 
and passed on to charities, non- 
profits, artisans and schools that 
need them « Sat, May 23, 10am-3- 
pm + Free 


SUGARSWING DANCE CLUB Or- 
ange Hall, 10335-84 Ave « Swing 
Dance at Sugar Foot Stomp: no 
experience needed, beginner les- 
son followed by dance every Sat + 
Sat, May 16, 8pm (door) 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of 
the Old Strathcona Farmers’ Mar- 
ket + Silent vigil the 1st and 3rd 

_ Sat, 10-11am, each month, stand 
in silence for a world without 
violence 


WOMEN ONLY BICYCLE REPAIR 
Edmonton Bicycle Commut- 

ers’ Society, 10047-80 Ave (enter 
through Back Alley), 780.433.2453 « 
May 17 « Free 


YOU NEVER BIKE ALONE 
Edmonton Bicycle Commut- 
ers’ Society, 10047-80 Ave (enter 
through back alley) » Documen- 
tary « Tue, May 26, 7pm » Free 


COMEDY 


CARROT CAFE 9351-118 Ave, 
780.471.1580 » People in Pants 
Improv « ist Thu every month, 
7:30-9pm + $5 


COMEDY FACTORY Gateway 
Entertainment Centre, 34 Ave, 
Calgary Trail - Thu, 8:30pm; Sat, 
8pm and 10pm - Freudian Slips 
Improv; May 14-16 Leif Skyv- 
ing; May 21-23 » David Stawnichy; 
May 28-30 


COMIC STRIP Bourbon St, WEM, 
780.483.5999, www.thecomicstrip. 
ca « Hit or Miss Mondays: Each 
Mon - Best of Edmonton Tues- 
days: Each Tue - Michael Mc- 
Donald, Kevin Stobo, Paul Brown; 
May 14-17 « Hit or Miss Monday; 
May 18 - Round 4 of Funniest 
‘Person with a Day Job; Tue, May 
19.* Winner of the Seattle Com- 
edy Competition—Drake Witham, 
also appearing Marty Mclean 
and Ryan Ash; May 20-24 + Hit 
or Miss Monday’s; May 25 + The 
Final of Funniest Person with a 
Day fab Contest, hosted by 100.3 
The Bears Paul Brown; Tue, Ma 
26 + Lars Callieou, Keith Sarnoski, 
Ryan Ash; Wed, May 27 « Suzanne 
ang; May 28-May 31 


GALLERY BAR Mayfield Inn and 
- Suites, 16615-109 Ave + Hypnotist 

Colin Christopher + Sun, May 17, 

7pm (door), 9pm (show) = Free _ 


LAUGH SHOP 1105-6606 137 Ave, 
Londonderry Mall, 780.476.1010 

+ Wed-Thu 8pm; Fri-Sat 7:30pm 
and 9:4spm + Tim Nutt from To- - 


“Gath Map ae = Howie Mie May 


ille; Ma 
21-24 d 


QUEER 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED 
one an brook United 

urch, Red Deer, 403.347.6073 « 
Affirm welcome LGBTO peo ue 
and their friends, family, and al- 
lies meet the 2nd Tue, 7pm, each 
month 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COF- 

FEE GROUP - A social group for 
bi-curious and Testel wonen 
every 2nd Tue of the month, 8pm 


» http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ 
bwedmonton 


BOOTS BAR AND LOUNGE 
10242-106 St, 780.423.5014, Www. 
bootsbar.ca + 2nd Thu: Illusions 
Social Club « 3rd Wed: Edmonton 
O Society » 2nd Tue: Edmonton 
Rainbow Business Association + 
Every Fri: Philosophy Café - Fri 
and Sat DJ SeXXXy Sean 10-3 

+ Long Weekend Sundays feature 
the Stardust Lounge with Miss 
Bianca and Vanity Fair 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725B 
Jasper Ave, 780.488.7736 » Nightly 
gpm-3am, Fri 8-3pm + Sun: 
Rotating drag shows with Mz 
Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The 
Stardust Lounge and GoDiva and 
Donnatella NE1 in The GoDonna 
Show, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy 

+ Mon: Amateur strip contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy + Tue: 

Free pool and tourney, DJ Ar- 
rowchaser « Wed: Hump day 
with DJ Sexxxy Sean - Thu: Wet 
underwear contest with Mia 
Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoast- 
BabyDaddy Fri: We made 'em 
famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, come 
early to avoid lineup, no cover 
before 10pm » Sat: Undie night 
for men only, free pool and tour- 
ney, DJ Arrowchaser 


EDMONTON PRIME TIM- 
ERS (EPT) Unitarian Church 
of Edmonton, 10804-119 St» A 
roup of older gay men and 
their admirers who have com- 
mon interests meet the 2nd Sun, 
2:30pm, most months for a social 
period, a short meeting anda 
guest speaker, discussion panel or 
a potluck supper. Special inter- 
est groups meet for other social 
activities throughout the month. 
E: edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, www. 
primetimersww.org/edmonton 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECRE- 
ATION www.teamedmonton.ca 

» Women’s Drop-In Recreational 
Badminton; Oliver School Gym, 
10227-118 St,780.465.3620; Wed, 
6-7:30pm + Bootcamp; Lynnwood 
Elementary School at 15451-84 
Ave; Mon, 7-8:15pm; bootcamp@ 
teamedmonton.ca » Bowling: 
Gateway Lanes, 100, 3414 Gate- 
way Blvd; Sat, 5-7pm; bowling@ 
teamedmonton.ca + Curling: 
Mon, 7:15-9:15pm), Granite Curl- 
ing Club; 780.463.5942 « Run- 
ning: Sun, Tue, Thu; running@ 
teamedmonton.ca « Swim- 
ming: NAIT pool, 11762-106 St; 
Tue, 8-9pm, Thu, 7:30-8:30pm; 
swimming@teamedmonton.ca 

+ Volleyball: Tue Recreational: 
Mother Teresa Elementary 
School at 9008-105A, 8-10pm; 
Thu intermediate: Amiskiwaciy 
Academy, 101 Airport Rd, 8-10pm; 
recvolleyball@teamedmonton. 
ca; volleyball@teamedmonton.ca 


»«#XOGA (Hatha):.Free Yoga every 


Sun, 2-3:30pm; Korezone Fitness, 
203, 10575-115 St, yoga@teamed- 
monton.ca 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB: 
CROSSDRESSERS 780.387.3343 
+ meet monthly « For info go to 


groups.yahoo.com/group/edmon- 
ton_illusions/ 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus - 
Campus-based organization for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-iden- 
tified and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, 
graduate student, academic, 
aeuieet allies and support staff « 
3rd Thu each month Palijwinter 
terms): Speakers Series. Contact 
Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408- 

124 St, www.edmlivingpositive. 
ca, 1.877-975-9448 780.488.5768 « 
Providing confidential peer sup- 
port to people living with HIV - 
Tue, 7-9pm: Support froup + Daily 
drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDA- 
TION Faculté St. Jean, Rm 3-18, 
780.490.7332 « Program for HIV- 
AID’S prevention, treatment and 
harm reduction in French, Eng- 
lish and other African languages 
+ 3rd and 4th Sat, 9am-spm each 
month « Free (member)/$10 
(membership) « Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING 

CLUB www.geocities.com/mak- 

ingwaves_edm » Recreational 

competitive swimming. Social- 

vite after practices + Every Tue, 
u 


PLAY NIGHTCLUB 10220-103 St, 
www.playnightclub.ca + Open 
Thu, Fri, Sat » The first bar for the 
ueer community to open in a 
ecade with DJs Alexx Brown and 
Eddie Toonflash 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMON- 
TON 9540-111 Ave, 780.488.3234, 
www.pridecentreofedmonton. 
org + Open Tue-Fri 1-10pm, Sat 
2-6:30pm « LGBT Seniors Drop- 
in: Every Tue/Thu, 2-4pm « CA: 
Thu (7pm) « Suit Up and Show 
Up: AA big book study group 
meet every Sat, noon » Yout 
Understanding Youth: Up to 25 
years, support and social group 
meet every Sat, 7-9pm; yuy@ 
shaw.ca « Womonspace: Board 
meeting ist Sun every month, 
10:30am-12:30pm » Trans Edu- 
cation/Support Group: Meet 

the ast and 3rd Sun, 2-4pm, of 
each month; www.albertatrans. 
org « Men Talking with Pride: 
Sun (7pm); facilitator; Rob Wells 
robwells780o@hotmail.com + HIV 
Support Group: Meet 2nd Mon 
each month, 7pm « Transgender, 
Transsexual, Intersex and Ques- 
tioning (TTIQ) Alliance; Support 
meeting 2nd Tue each month, 
7:30pm + Transgender, Trans- 
sexual, Intersex and Question- 
ing. Education, advocacy and 
support for men, women and 
youth; PFLAG Edmonton: Meet 
the ist Wed each month, 7pm » 
Free short-term, solution-focused 
drop-in counseling; Wed, 7-10pm 
+ YouthSpace: drop-in for LGBTQ 
for youth up to 25; Tue-Sat, 3-7pm 


PRISM BAR 10524-101 St, 
780.990.0038 « Every Wed: Free 
Pool; Karaoke, gpm-midnight 

+ Thurs: Prism Pool League; 
7-11:30pm « Fri: Steak Nites; 
5-9pm; DJ at 9:30pm 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNIT- 
ED CHURCH 10209-123 St, 
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~ - 780.482.1587 + Soul OUTing: an 


LGBT-focused alternative wor- 
ship + 2nd Sun each month, 7pm; 
worship Sun, 10:30am; people of 
all sexual orientations welcome. 
A LGBT monthly book club and 
film night. Info email jraven- 
scroft@rwuc.org 


ST PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 

11526-76 Ave, 780.436.1555 » People 
of all sexual orientations are wel- 
come + Every Sun (10am worship) 


WOMONSPACE 720.482.1794, 
Www.womonspace.ca, womon- 
space@gmail.com « A Non-profit 
lesbian social organization for 
Edmonton and surrounding area. 
Organized monthly activities 
from dances, games nites, golf 
tournament, etc. Monthly news- 
letter and reduced rates included 
with membership. Confidentiality 
assured 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave, 
780.488.6557 » Open Daily (noon) 
+ Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and 
Patrick « Sat-Sun Pool Tourna- 
ments 


SPECIAL EVENTS ; 


DOORS OPEN EDMONTON FES- 
TIVAL 780.424.6512, ext. 226, www. 
doorsopenalberta.ca » Celebra- 
tion of Edmonton's heritage of 
old and new structures showing 
how landmark buildings and 
ne contribute to Edmonton's 

evelopment and civic pride + 
May 23-24 


GEORGIAN FOOD FAYRE 
Centennial Room, Stanley A. 
Milner Library +» Tea and sweet 
and savoury Blakes from the 
time of Jane Austen; presented 
Edmonton Jane Austen society « 
Sat, May 23, 2-4pm - Free; info at 
780.479.1729 


INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S 
FESTIVAL Arden Theatre, 
780.459.1542 and Various other 
locations in St Albert, www. 
childfest.com + May 26-30 + Main 
Stage: $10 (adult)/$8.50 (child); 
Site Activity: $2 each « Tickets 
available at the Arden Theatre 
box office, or TicketMaster 


EDMONTON CHINESE BI- 
LINGUAL EDUCATION AS- 
SOCIATION McNally Se- 

nior High School, 8440-105 Ave + 
ist Annual Awards and Scholar- 
ship Celebration + Sun, May 24 
(1-3pm) 


HOMELESS CONNECT Shaw 
Conference Centre, www. 
homelessconnect.ca « Agencies, 
businesses and volunteers gather «ay 
together to provide a range of 
services which can help home- 

less people out of homelessness + 
Sun, May 24, 10-3pm 


PANFEST PSYCHIC FAIR Acacia 
Hall, 10433-83 Ave, www.panfest. 
ca » May 23 « Free with an item 
for the food bank 


RELAY FOR LIFE www.cancer.ca/ 
relay, 780.455.7181 » Sat, May 23 at 
Foote Field in Edmonton 


TIBET’S TREASURES Campus 
Saint-Jean, 8406-91 St « Great Sto-A, 
rybook Productions Association » 
Sun, May 31, 2pm + $10 (adult)/$8 
(child 3-12); $30 (family pack, 2 
adults and 2 children) at TIX on 
the Square 
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It's a grey morning. My boyfriend and 
the friends with whom we are staying 
are all still sound asleep in their con- 
verted house/apartment nestled in the 
Boston suburb of Somerville. | 
quietly leave the house as the 
school bell across the street 
announces the start of the 
day, summoning all the kids 
in from the wet tarmac, 
_ damp from last night's rain. | 
~ make my way to Diesel Café, a 
well-known, frequented lesbian 
coffeehouse on the high street lead- 
ing to the T, Boston's subway system. 
Diesel's long, wide hallway-like interior 
is painted a pale baby blue and bridges 
the gap nicely between being both an ur- 
ban, comfortable coffee shop and a suc- 
cessful transgressive watering hole. The 
place feels like a cross between Prism, 
the lesbian bar just north of Edmonton's 
city centre, and Garneau's Sugarbowl. 


TT 


LGBT >> QUEER BOSTON 


Boston queer pie 


ae et et ee SS SUSAR 


There is a motorcycle perched above 
the front door, an extensive exotic tea 
list, pool tables, unisex bathrooms and 
an old school photo booth. 
Behind the counter womyn with 
biker activist chic hair, who for 
the most part look like they 
could whip up a mean quiche 
and change cat litter without 
a breaking a sweat, take your 
order without ever mugging 
a face that could be taken for 
anything other than genuine. 
| sit down with my coffee and watch 

the morning unfold as queers and non- 
queers alike grab a coffee, type away on 
their laptops, attempt awkward conver- 
sation with strangers, text friends, study 
and just generally live their lives. 

Sitting on a patio with my boyfriend 
and one of our hosts the day before, | 
found myself transfixed in the same 
way | was at the coffee shop, just sitting 


CLASSIFIEDS 


FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 780 426.2889 
OR EMAIL LISTINGS@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT 3PM 
sevevvaguvevevvnceeeesnonononepreyievveneez naan pene ae vee 
CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH 
ENGLISH: We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES §=—xxound the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 


BIGGEST HEALTH 
DISCOVERY IN 
20 YEARS! 


This patented product 
will be the next 


Great opportunity to improve 
your health and wealth! 


For more infe call Ken 


780-454-6971 


wow.maxtraxde.com/Keanaths 


Free Acting Classes. 
sign up at freeactingtips.net 
Audition and camera tips. 
www.vadastudios.com 


= 


DRAMAWORKS & ARTSTREK 
Theatre workshops for adults & teens. July 
2009. 780.422.8162 | www.theatrealberta.com 


eS 
FRAMING 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE DOSTER SHOE 
Affordable pict ame options. Music Posters 
5 Gateway Bivd. 439-0408. 


Tired of working someone else's dream? 
‘What do the rich know that you don't? 


Groundbreaking opportunity, new in Canada. 
Financial freedom is here! 780.994.2760 


" SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FOOD BANK 
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correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. 
Call for info pack 1.888.270.2941 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume at 
10536 -224 Street 


NOW HIRING Executive Chef 
- beautiful Mediterranean Bistro & Bar 
Run your own kitchen. Experienced. Profes- 
sional and good sense of humour 
req. Avail. Immed. 
Competitive salary & benefits 
Call Jenny @ 780.424.9224 


NOW HIRING Line Cook 
beautiful Mediterranean Bistro & Bar 
Comipentie salary & benefits 

Jenny @ 780.424.9224 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. 
Looking for reliable, responsible person. 

Ph 780.907.0570 


Lost and Wanted: Blue and white poncho, last 
seen at the Black Dog Freehouse between 1 am 
- 2 am Easter Monday morning. No questions 
asked. Call me at 780.953.8754- Please don't 
machine dry. Return my Famous Blue Poncho! 


| 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 780.221.3116 
Quality music instruction since 1982. 
Guitarist. Educator. 
Graduate of GMCC music program 


| 


LOS ANGELES DIRECTOR, TOM LOGAN 
Edmonton, May 29, 30, 31, 2009- 
Acting for Film and TV Workshops 
Don't miss out learning from the BEST! 
Book your spot in the class today! 
(780) 975-7022 


a 
ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? 
‘Want someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words 
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witnessing the everyday happenings of 
Boston. We were in the Back Bay area 
just off of Newbury Street in front of 
Trinity’ Church on Boylston (picture a 
busier, more upscale, historic New Eng- 
land version of Edmonton's 124 Street). 

The street was a thick moving river of 
young and middle-age office workers 
brushing and bumping past each other 
in office attire and sensible shoes as 
they made their way home, Creating a 
colourful obstacle, a fork in the river of 
commuters, a group of queer kids were 
holding court near the curb, streaming 
out from the building that housed the 
Boston Youth Organizing Group. In all 
their awkward teenage repressed versus 
expressed glory they looked just like 
the queer kids that hang out at Edmon- 
ton's Pride Centre. Homemade rainbow 
accessories punctuating quasi styles of 
goth, rock star, preppy or whatever they 
can muster on limited budgets and trial 
and error. 

As we lingered on the patio | watched 
their comfortably familiar behaviour; 
the cliques congealing, the non-smokers 


trying to loudly shame the smokers, the 
subtle pairing-off for quick romantic 
trysts, the protective darting looks to 
passersby, the raptures of laughter. The 
familiarity ended when something akin 
to a grey El Camino pulled up violently 
and parked where the queer kids had 
gathered. A tight-jawed army man in full 
fatigues—army boots and everything— 
forcefully bounded out of the car onto 
the sidewalk. He stood there for a beat, 
but there was no time to create a ten- 
sion-filled narrative that may have in- 
cluded a stare-down between the army 
man and the queer kids. Before | knew 
it the army man become one of the 
queer kids, his hard face melting into a 
boyish grin as he hugged the other kids. 
He seemed impossibly young to believe 
that his small frame had seen war, but 
there he was. 

The Boston Globe barely missed being 
shut down while | was there, coming 
up at the last minute with $10 million 
in cost-saving measures to save it from 
the chopping block. | think about this, 
considering how, like payphones and re- 


cord stores, newspapers are becomin; 
relics of bygone days. It's nchiasingt. 
the same with conventional ways of |iy. 
ing queer. Boston doesn't seem to have 
a gay area per se, as does New Yo; 
Montréal and Toronto. Instead, as | saw 
at Diesel Café and with the queer kid 

on the curb, in Boston there is space fo, 
queerness to exist everywhere. |ncres; 
ingly | think this will be the way i: ,; 
Cities like Edmonton and Boston [o., 

frogging gay ghettoization in exchano. 
for overall more liberal cites. 

As our friend, my boyfriend and | lea... 
the patio | spy the army boy now ac;- 
the street sitting on the church pls., 
stoop. He's changed from his fatig., 
and now looks like a milk-and-honey- fo 
prairie boy in a rolled-up-sleeved T-shi-; 
and jeans. He's sitting close to a younp 
transitioning Hispanic girl Their peac, 
fuzz arms linked and crossed as the 
light each other's cigarettes, deep\y 
inhaling. They throw their heads back 
laughing as they exhale, the smoke ri: 
ing into the atmosphere, dissipating into 
the pastel early evening sky. V 


FREE, providing the ad is non-profit Ads of more 
than 20 words subject to regular price or cruel 
editing, Free ads must be submitted in writing, in 
person or by fax. Free ads will run for four weeks, 
if you want to renew or cancel please phone Gle- 
nys at 780.426.1996/fax 780.426.2389/e-m office@ 
vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-2108 St. 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space 


Steeps—Old Glenora: for open mic-Spoken 
word. ist Thursday every month. Contact Adam 
Snider to sign up adam-snider@gmail.com 


The Works Art and Design Festival CALL TO 
ENTER!!! Deadlines are fast approaching! Chalk 
Art Deadline May 15. Download applications 
from www.theworks.ab.ca or call Glyn at 
780.426.2122 ext. 234 


LE SE 


| 
Band looking for a professional drummer, for 
metal project. PLZ call 780.995.6660 


Heavy/Death metal Warped band looking for 
bassist and drummer. Infl: Lamb of God, Cannibal 
Corpse, Pantara, Slayer. Serious inquires only. 
Spencer at 780.962.7885, Cody at 780.504.0761 


LEAD guitarist needed for Death / Black Metal 
band. Must have pro gear, be willing to tour 
and be 18+. Call 780.691.6915 


Strong vocalist looking for guitarist for collabo- 
ration Ph 780.421.1910 


WANTED: JAMMERS for open public monthly 
jam on the second Sunday of the month at 
9119-128A Ave. Rock, country & old time music. 
Ph, 780.973.5593, randyglen@JumpUpDj.com 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual 
Assault Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) 
provides crisis intervention, info, counsel- 
ing, public education. T: 780 423.4102/F: 
780.421.8734/E: info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace. 
ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis Line: 780.423.4121 


Are you an International Medical Graduate 
seeking licensure? The Alberta International 
Medical Graduates Association is here to help. 
Support, study groups, volunteer opportuni- 
ties—all while creating change for tomorrow. 
www.aimga.ca 


Canadian Mental Health Association, www. 
cmha-edmonton.ab.ca Education Program 
offer workshops to give skills to intervene with 
people who may be at risk for suicide. Follow 
the links to ASIST or call 780.414.6300 


SS ae 
Have you been affected by another person's 
sexual behaviour? S-Anon is a 12-Step fellow- 
ship for family members and frien\ of sex 
addicts. T; 780.988.4411 for info, or visit www. 
sanon.org 
ee 


Are you a disabled person who has had prob- 
lems with Chrysalis (or know of someone)? 
email victims_rights@live.com 


MAY 20, 2009 


Jewish Family Services Edmonton/TASIS 
(Transforming Acculturative Stress Into Sue 
cess): A free program aimed at minimizing 
culture shock and displacement for trained 
professional immigrant women. T; Svetlana 
780.454.2194; E: community@jfse.org 


Edmonton Bicycle Commuters (EBC) is looking 
for people to help at the shop or with other tasks. 
Contact: info@edmontonbikes.ca 


ets 
Volunteers needed to “make fun” at the 

Edmonton International Street Performers 
Festival running July 3-12; apply online at 

www.edmonto. est.com; E: volunteer@ 

edmontonstreetfest.com; T: Liz Allison-Jorde 

780.425.5162. Volunteers must be a minimum 

of 24 yrs old 


ee a 

The Carrot needs volunteer barristas for weekly 

or biweekly shifts (training provided). Volunteer 
host to introduce Friday night’s musical acts. 
Volunteer cleaners (weekly or biweekly clean- 
ing). If any of these jobs appeal to you contact 
Irene at 7870.471.1580, info@artsontheave.org 


ee 
Team Diabetes is looking for adults of ALL 
fitness levels to walk/run in destinations such 


NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS HELP LINE 24 
Hours a Day-7 Days a Week If you want to 
stop using, we can help 
Local; 780.421.4429 
Toll free: 1.877.463-3537 


Fun and 


to edm 


Employment | 


Public Outreach Is offering great positions for anyone 
jooking to gain valuable work experience in 
flexible environment. 


As part of an Outreach Team, you will engage in meaning 
ful dialogue in order to promote sustainable funding 0° 
behalf of our select group of non profits. Our Teams enjoy 
working outdoors In a dynamic and interactive atmo- 
sphere, on behalf of causes they feel passionately abou'. 
excellent training, 
ships this is an ideal employment opportunity! 


$12 / Hour 


guaranteed wage | 
To apply, please send resume with cover letter 


or call 780.436.9896 — 
www.publicoutreach.ca 


as Athens, Honolulu or sary to help raise 
awareness and funds for diabetes research and 
education. Ph: Canadian Diabetes Associz 
at 403.266.0620 


Do you love the ARTS? Join us and be a p: 
North America’s LARGEST Outdoor FREE Ari 
& Design Festival! Volunteer! Download your 

application at www.theworks.ab.ca 


Pilgrims Hospice Society (9808-148 St) lookin 
for part-time cook (appx 8-20/day) for Mon, Tuc 
Wed. Requirements meal planning, shopping, 
working with volunteers, working independently, 
and 2 valid food safety certificate. Send resumn 
JakieD@pilgrimshospice.ca or fax at 780.413.974 
Volunteer drivers and kitchen help urgently 
needed. If you're available weekdays, 10am-1p1 
call Meals on Wheels. 720.429.2020 


Volunteer with your Pet, The Chimo Animal 
Assisted Therapy Project uses animals in therapy 
sessions with trained therapists to help the client 
achieve specific Info: www.chimoproject.< 
Ee imoproject.ca or T: 780.452.245 


QR ————EE—Ez 
CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is lookiny 
for enthusiastic volunteers for presentaticr 

and special events. Call Carmen at 780.444. 


HELP SUPPORT THE YOUTH 
EMERGENCY SHELTER SOCIETY 
PROGRAMS FOR YOUTH 
780.468.7070; YESS.ORG 


Inspiring 


a fun and 


and scholar: 


| 


as 


* 


lot of young women, just as 
s. "Tons" of her friends, though? 
- she's posting from LA, 
have to expect this 
but the image of 
s of girls she went to 
ol with or worked 
lot Topic after school ® 
or surgical "correc- 


etime without seeing their own 
kes a mirror and the will to look) 
anyone else's labia in great detail un- 
ss they had chosen to be midwives or 
ething. Men used to see a few sets, 
too different from each other to even 
uch of a preconceived notion of 
they "ought" to look like. Hardly any- 
sed to view an endless parade of 
be _ stunt labia, chosen or surgically altered to 


i 


conform to a (sub)cultural standard, but 


EDMONTON INTERNATIONAL JAZZ FESTIVAL, SAT, [UNE 
27, koon-gPm. Volunteers are required for Jazz 
In The Park on the Shumka Stage in Louise 
a ha Volunteer sign-up: May 31, 
1-spm, at the Yardbird Suite, 1 Tommy Banks 
Way. Info at www.edmontonjazz.com 


——— EEE 
Second Chance Animal Rescue Society (SCARS) 
Join Andrea or Alison on Global TV at 9:45am 
Saturday, where they will have many 
Biorb and adoptable puppys who are look- 
ing for anew home 


ee 
Do you remember someone who believed in 
you when you were a child? Be that person in a 
child's life today. All it takes is one hour a week, 
which may not be much to you but will make 
all the difference in the life of a child. Be a Big 
Brother or Big Sister! Be a Mentor! Call Big 
Brother Big Sister today. 780.424.8181 


VOLUNTEER-FREEWILL SHAKESPEARE FEST 
VAL outdoor theatre for Front-of-House during 
i ions of Titus Andronicus and 


eee 
Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old. 


www.youthvolunteer.ca 


See in tenetng ta Aber Cans 
o km run i 
eres for cancers eae waist. pres 
ini ided on-site. Sign-up at www. 
eae Lees call 780.423.2220 for info 


A 


Have some time to do good things? Why 
not volunteer with HIV Edmonton! Our 
volunteers are fun, outgoing and care about 
‘our community. We have many opportuni- 
ties for all skill we offer a welcoming 
non-judgmental environment where every- 
~ one can work towards a common cause. 
Contact Helen L., Volunteer Coordinator for 
more information at helen.|@hivedmonton. 
‘com or 780.488.5742 Ext. 227. To learn 
more about what we do at HIV Edmonton, 
check out our website at wwwhivedmon- 
_ ton.com or join the Facebook group, HIV 
M Edmonton Volunteers. 


rz 


i Email rob@vueweekly.co 


athing | 


since the ‘90s or so that is exactly what 
we are doing. The porn industry standard 


m * Stop by 10303-108 St. Edmonton 


that many guys care that much. What if 
they do, though—ought a young woman 
scramble to put herself through a painful, 
expensive, dangerous procedure to please 
guys who probably still won't be that into 
her if they're not already? Of course not. 
Nothing is ever that simple, though. 

Most of the websites put up by sur- 
geons who do these procedures talk a 
great deal about painful horseback-riding 
or bicycling or inability to wear pants, all 
very real if somewhat rare complications 
of very long or loose labia. Then they give 
a little nod to being displeased with the 
size, period, and that's the population 
we're worrying about here. A reputable 
surgeon is going to accept or reject pa- 
tients based not only on physical factors 
but emotional ones as well, especially pa- 
tient expectations ("this surgery will make 
my labia smaller" versus "this surgery will 
make me stop hating myself’). And | hate 
to say this, Concerned Dude, but there are 

plenty of women (and men too, of course) 

whose self-esteem problems really can be 
cleared right up with the proper applica- 
tion of surgical instruments. | hate to see 


people who undergo surgery, itself mor- 
ally neutral and a personal choice, treated 
like brainwashed sheeple who could not 
possibly have had a good enough reason 
to go under the knife. a» 

As for the nerve endings, while | was ap- 
palled to see this statement on one of 
the surgeon's sites: 

There is no physiological association for 
sensory pleasure with the labia—that 
function is served by the clitoris. The only 
sensation elicited from labia is pain upon 
tearing or stretching. 

It is obviously wrong and very conde- 
scending in that surgeon-y way as well, | 
think we have to concede that the labia 
are not the major, or even a major, routts: 
to sexual.ecstasy for most women. A half 

inch or so less here or there is not going 
to make much of a difference. Not that 
that's any reason to go chopping them off, 
though, sheesh! LA Girl, don't listen to 
your girlfriends. You're fine. None of you 
knows enough yet about what men want, 
or, much more important, about what you 
want yourselves. Don't change a thing! 
Love, Andrea 


is tiny, close-to-the-body, and un- 
usually symmetrical, and if that 
Is what young men are seeing 
before they even get a peek at 
the real thing, | suppose it's to 
be expected that some may 
be shocked or dismayed by 
reality’s asymmetry and wild di- 
versity of form, and in some cases 
indignant that they did not get exactly 
what they were in the mood for. 

At least with pubic hair (a similar issue 
with young men being shocked on first 
encounter) one can go with the fashion 
flow and change with it as it changes. 
The same cannot be said for surgicat re- 
arrangements, 

Now, how do | feel about young women 
permanently altering themselves to suit 
male fancy? | think it might be a trick ques- 
tion, actually, since I'm not entirely sure 


‘Taste of Edmonton Festival, Volunteers needed 
July 17-26. Info: Tracy Hansen T: 780.422.2822, ext 
22, E: thansen@eventsedmonton.ca 


1100's of HOT waughty girls! 


THINK YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES TO BE 
HOMELESS? Spend one night under the stars 


and learn what life is like for many Edmonton \_Iih 

youth. poe ee 15; register Calgary 
Seaete pene ne, 

info. Facebook: http://edmontongg blogspot.com 


ee Ee ee 1-877-834-4044 
Mill Woods Family Resource Centre / Board 
Recruiting 2009. To learn more about our 
agency, visit us at: www.mwirc.org 


Volunteers Needed for Human Rights 
Education Program. Recruitment for John 
Humphrey Centre for Peace & Human Rights’ 
Youth Educators for Human Rights volunteer 
pro} ‘Training: June 27, 9:30am-4:30pm. 
(lunch included). register, please contact: 
Carrie Malloy E: carrie@jhcentre.org /T: 
780.453.2638 


HOT 
babes talk 


TRY IT 


PREG sa) 


1-900-287-0000 sasomin 


ADULT 
100s of HOT local Singles 
It's FREE to try! 18+ 
780.669.2323 
403.770.0990 


#1 SEXIEST CHAT! 
Call now! FREE to try! 18+ 
780.665.6565 
403.313.3301 


ALL HOT SEXY BABES 
‘Try it FREE! 18+ 
780.665.0808 
403.313.3339 


Venus Spa 
New owner/exotic beauties. 
Affordable rates 
10048 163 St, brs 10am -11pm. 
780.444.208 


LOCAL CHAT. CALL FREE: code 2315 


780.413.7122 


EEE eee eee 
SteamWorks Gay & Bi Mens Bathhouse. 


1.900.451.2853 (75 min/S24*) 


Ty Crotedinn Vert for free. ext “xtra” to SFREE + woraccrvtsaline ce 


11745 Jasper Ave. 780.451.5554 
Oe esckatetcgeer 
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urry in for. ‘ 
: best selection! § 


HECK OUT OUR SALE AT 8 LOCATIONS A 


STARTING FROM $164,900 STARTING FROM $159,900 STARTING FROM $279,000 


STARTING FROM $189,000 STARTING FROM $159,900 STARTING FROM $174,900 
) MALI VE Litvh LA | ‘ ‘ | 


> 
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GannincToN 


Ww.carrington.ca 


STARTING FROM $245,000 STARTING FROM $164,000 


= 
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